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REGIONAL AFFAIRS 


Egypt Opens First Regional Torture Treatment 
Center 

941. DOOS8A Cairo ROSE AL-YUSUF in Arabic 

2 May 94 pp 26-29 


[Article by Karim Subhi: “Saving People From Torture”’} 


[Text] The question was: What are the real motives 
behind establishing a medical center to rehabilitate those 
who escape from torture? What ts its goal? 


Dr. Susan Fiyad, one of the center's founders and a 
specialist in psychological and nervous disorders, Says: 
“The idea was formulated during my extended practice 
in several government psychiatric hospitals. During that 
time I treated many victims of torture whose missteps 
cost them a mixture of torture, abuse of dignity, and 
psychological humiliation, from which they emerged 
broken in body and spirit. 


“One of the things that affected me strongly was that 80 
percent of these people were basically honest citizens. 
They were true victims. Therefore, I personally found 
that they had lost much of their confidence, either in 
themselves or in others. They came to us to receive the 
treatment they required for any nervous disorder. As for 
psychiatric illnesses, which are feelings of confusion, 
debility, low self esteem, depression, and inability to 
fight or overcome the crisis, these disorders continue to 
lurk and strongly impede their internal equilibrium. 


“One example that I was involved with, and that | 


never forget, occurred when one of those patients who 
had been tortured in a police station sensed an air of 
trust between me and him, and began to tell me his bitter 
experiences. 


“The young man had been working as a karate 
instructor. He resigned from his job in a national orga- 
nization and opened a mechanic’s shop. One day a 
dispute broke out between him and a police officer. The 
latter induced some of his colleagues to arrest the young 
man. He was tortured in a police station with the most 
repugnant forms of degradation and attacks on his 
dignity, in front of his wife and children. In only four 
hours, the life of this young man collapsed completely 
and his situation was completely reversed, especially 
when he was unable to restore his honor and dignity by 
any legal means. 


“He suffered from depression, dissociation, chronic 
pains, sexual debility, feelings of guilt, and loss of 
confidence in himself. He said: ‘I used to lump you 
together with those who tortured me, but now I don’t.’ 
That case required three years of medical and psycho- 
logical treatment until I was able to rehabilitate him.” 


Dr. Susan Fiyad continued: 


“This is one example out of hundreds of shocking cases 
of which we know little. They live among us like time 
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bombs, and we know nothing about them. They are cases 
of mental and nervous disorders, to whom the general 
practitioner, or even the experienced psychiatrist, is 
unable to offer real, effective help. 


“Moreover, they require very special methods of 
therapy, over the short- and long-term, by a specialized 
medical team that is qualified to deal with these disor- 
ders. This is precisely what cannot be provided in the 
government hospital. 


“Therefore we as doctors are aware of the dire need for 
such a specialized center to rehabilitate victims of vio- 
lence and torture without restriction or conditions as to 
the identity of the victim, the reason for the attack, or its 
source.” 


I asked Dr. ’Abdallah Mansur, one of the center’s 
founders: Do you have statistics that indicate the 
number of torture victims we have? 


“No, they are not available, but it is certain that the 
victims number in the thousands, because we don’t mean 
just torture victims in detention camps or police stations, 
but rather those who are subjected to family torture and 
abusers, including men, women, and children. However, at 
the present time, the concentration is on shock cases 
[al-halat al-sarikhah], in view of the project’s newness. 
Dealing with those types of victims began only six months 
ago. Despite the newness of the specialty and the center, 
the number of patients exceeds 50 cases. Most of these 
people were subjected to torture in Egyptian police sta- 
tions, or are Palestinian or Sudanese detainees, who were 
released and who came to use of their own accord or 
through Amnesty International.” 


What are the methods of treating torture victims? 


Dr. Susan Fiyad replies: “The primary goal of the 
treatment is to rebuild the personality, so that he can 
again become responsible for his life. Therefore we keep 
the patient from recalling his previous experiences as 
much as possible. The therapy is both physical and 
mental at the same time. Natural therapy also forms an 
important part of the physical treatment. The patient’s 
social situation is taken into account, as our treatment 
also includes members of the victim’s family to share in 
getting through the crisis safely without complications. 
Before the therapy starts, the patient is asked in for an 
interview during which a general evaluation of the case is 
made. We then acquaint him with the elements that will 
be included in his treatment. At the same time, together 
with proceeding with the evaluation, a three-part therapy 
program begins, comprised of psychological and physical 
treatment and social guidance. We have prepared a team 
of doctors to treat each of these phases. 


“Meanwhile, the patient is treated with respect and 
caution. The therapist must remember patient reactions 
in certain cases. The therapist always obtains the com- 
plete background as to the types of torture that the 
patient has endured.” 
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Is the al-Nadim Torture Victim Rehabilitation Center 
under any governmental agency or Organization” 


Susan Fiyad says: “The center cannot be subordinate to 
any governmental or other agency, or tts purpose would 
be lost. The center was established on the basis of being 
a private, civilian, nonprofit company. It was registered 
on this basis on 28 August 1993, under No. 2668/1993. 
The project comes within the scope of welfare services, 
and a part of the proyect’s funding comes from Denmark 
through the Center for Research and Rehabilitation of 
Torture Victims (RCT) in Copenhagen. This 1s a center 
that was opened for the same purpose in 1982. 


“The al-Nadim Center in Cairo is the first center of 1ts 
kind in the Arab and African region. Therefore, we 
accept torture victims through organizations concerned 
with this matter, either from inside Egypt or elsewhere, 
in order to offer these unique and modern services. We 
also exchange data through 60 similar centers around the 
world that surpass us in experience.” 


Are there set fees for patient treatment? 


“No material compensation 1s required for services 
offered, testing, and rehabilitative therapy. The only 
stipulation 1s having the total agreement of the victim of 
violence. The center 1s obligated to maintain complete 
secrecy and total respect for the patient's privacy. 


“Moreover, the patient may also be referred to other 
specialists if required, for examination and action as 
determined for any accompanying physical disorder. 
This can be arranged 1n accordance with the initial vicit 
with the patient. Accordingly, tests required to begin 
therapy and rehabilitation are determined. ° 


“The center also accepts those who come on their own 
accord or who are sent by their family or friends, or by 
various organizations and agencies that deal with vio- 
lence victims. The center also assists and supports tac- 
tical and practical efforts expended by loca! and interna- 
tional oreanizations with the aim of stopping violent 
practices and torture. The center offers short- and long- 
term psychological rehabilitative therapy to those who 
have been subjected to any form of physical or mental 
violence. 


“Through the therapy of those who were tortured, we are 
told the facts of torture, beginning with the oppression of 
police stations to the torture in Sudan and detention in 
Israel. Let us begin with a case from the center and 
reports of the Public Prosecutor’s Office.” 


e Mirfat ‘Abd-al-Hamid, airline stewardess. She was 
tortured in the Nasr City precinct by the chief of 
secret police and two of his aides in order to force her 
to confess to theft, despite the fact that the Public 
Prosecutor’s Office acquitted her. This led to her 
attempting suicide by jumping out of the window of 
the secret police’s room, especially after being threat- 
ened with being stripped of her clothes. She suffered a 
concussion, and broken teeth and collarbone. 
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¢ Zakariyya ai-Shami, professor in the Suez Canal Uni- 
versity. He was punched and beaten in the face. He 
was transported in the trunk of a police car to the 
Ismailia second precinct, where he received addi- 
tional abuse. The reason for this was that he scraped 
a police officer’s car. 

¢ Salim Ibrahim Salim, an accountant in a well-known 
bank. He says: “I was subjected to savage torture by 
secret policemen, though I had committed no offense. 
They only wanted to do a favor for a friend of theirs 
who works for the same bank where I work. They 
lured me to the Cairo security directorate on the 
pretext of ending the dispute between me and their 
friend. From there they took me to the Nasr City 
precinct and severely tortured me. They hung me by 
my arms until they nearly snapped. Their hands also 
touched sensitive places of my body. There are med- 
ical reports regarding my case in the International 
Peace Hospital. Their torture resulted in my perma- 
nent disability. The Public Prosecutor’s Office invcs- 
tigated but did not get anywhere. The dossier is now 
in the prosecutor general’s office.” 

¢ We shall leave these files and move on to Palestine. 
One Palestinian in the treatment center relates his 
story: “During 12 full years of detention, I was in 
most Zionist prisons and detention camps. Naturally, 
I witnessed all shades of torture, to such an extent that 
over the last five years I have had no awareness of 
torture both physical and psychological, as if I were a 
dead being or a living dead man. | am receiving 
treatment from a team of doctors, including special- 
ists in endemic diseases, surgery, and physical 
therapy, in view of the fact that 90 percent of my 
limbs are affected by fibrillation in the joints and 
rheumatism, in addition to psychological treatment.” 

* Assoon as Mrs. Jamilah, one of the victims of torture 
in the occupied Arab territories, was released and 
allowed to leave, she was sent to one of the Cairo 
hospitals to obtain intensive physical and psycholog- 
ical treatment, in view of her ill health. She continued 
under medical supervision for more than a year until 
her situation improved. However, what does she say 
about her personal experiences in Zionist prison 
camps? 


Jamilah says: “My detention was terrible and fright- 
ening. How could I forget or explain it? There are no 
words for what did—and still does—go on in those 
slaughterhouses that they call the abominable Zionist 
prison camps. Everything in them is barbarous, brutal, 
and indescribable. The torturers are inhuman, as if they 
have no religion or faith. | could describe them as legions 
of bloodsuckers, killers, rapists, sadists, and deviates 
who came from the Dark Ages. It began when I was 
arrested by an official of the Civil Administration in 
Gaza. | was held in a tent on the beach, Shaykh “Ajlan 
Street, in the army camp, for three hours. They tied my 
hands, feet, and head, and I received more than 300 
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blows and kicks from their hands and feet on every part 
of my body, thereby heedlessly violating my dignity and 
honor. Later, I was taken to ‘Asqalan Prison. 


“In the cell with me were two criminal prisoners. They 
crushed seeds and inhaled them up their nose. I was 
shocked that they asked me for sex; they were dressed 
only in their underwear. They were Jewesses of various 
nationality, who work as prostitutes. They were in prison 
because of criminal cases. The authorities put us with 
them to humiliate and debase us. 


‘I resisted and hit one of them in her face several times. 
I was hit on the head from behind. Because of this, I 
became unconscious. When I came to, I found that they 
had completely stripped me of my clothes. 


“I was unable to tell how long I had been in this 
condition. My body was broken. After four months of 
brutalization and torture of various kinds in the prison 
camp, violating my honor in barbaric ways, I was left 
broken and in pain. I was in agonizing pain, because of a 
lack of calcium, nutrition, and sustenance. My sound 
teeth were extracted without drugs. I was restrained in 
shackles. Three teeth fell out without anyone’s assis- 
tance. I felt extreme pain in my right foot and hand, and 
pain in my head that is indescribable. I also suffer from 
lack of control in the joints of my foot. I suffered a 
psychological crisis and a nervous breakdown. As soon 
as I was released, after a year, they allowed me to leave, 
and I came to Cairo for physical and mental treatment.” 


It is difficult for one Sudanese journalist to remember 
escaping from the grasp of the Islamic Front. She was 
subjected to several medical examinations as a result of 
her enuresis, bowel problems, and nightmares that haunt 
her as long as her eyes are closed. “After two years in 
Sudanese prison camps that we called ghost houses, I was 
able to flee and come to Cairo. 


“For four months my eyes were bandaged, and I was 
stripped of my underclothes. My skin was .......... They 
dropped me down into a deep weil, filled with foul odors, 
almost like corpses, either animals or human. They were 
not content with just torturing me physically, but rather 
they made me watch others being tortured to death. 


“They sowed seeds of fear, terror, and anxiety in my 
soul. I had not imagined such barbaric, merciless torture. 
I had never imagined watching the torture of others, 
even more painful than what I was subjected to. I wanted 
to die. They were intent on stopping me from fainting so 
that the torture could continue. 


“IT asked myself: What did I do? What are the real 
reasons for this torture. Why didn’t they kill me at once? 
I asked myself that, until the day came when I was able 
to escape by a miracle. 


“I responded to the treatment after more than five 
months in Cairo.” 
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ALGERIA 


New Battle Among Armed Groups Reported 
94AF0214E Algiers EL WATAN in French 
25 May 94 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Moulay Abderrahmane: “Terrorist Groups 
Fighting Among Themselves: A New War Among Lead- 
ers’ —first paragraph is EL WATAN introduction] 


[Text] The answer of the AIS (Islamic Salvation Army) 
was not long coming; they inveighed against the GIA’s 
{Armed Islamic Group] latest initiative: taking over the 
FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] and placing the political 
leadership directly under the control of the national emir, 
Abou Abdallan Ahmed (Mohamed Gousmi in civilian 
life). Twenty members of the GIA will be executed in 
retaliation by the AIS, Baa Azzedine’s communique 
announced. You cannot touch the “chouyoukh” and get 
away with it. Meanwhile, Benhadj is said to continue his 
letter-writing activity with a letter to Zeroual. 


The communique signed by Gousmi for the GIA, 
Redjam for the FIS provisional executive committee, 
and Said Makhloufi for the HDI [Haraket addawla al 
Islamiya] and the MIA [Armed Islamic Movement] (on 
behalf of Abdelkader Chebouti who would have 
achieved the feat of being there while being elsewhere) 
suffers from authentication problems at a time that is 
propitious to all manipulations. 


However, there are some indications that this attempt to 
unify armed groups (the pious hope of Hocine Abder- 
rahmine, instigator of the attack at the Houan Boume- 
diene airport) and the subsequent communique may be 
genuine. 


First, the tone. It confirms, on the one hand, the 
approach of the three terrorist groups, namely the rejec- 
tion of any notion of a dialogue with the government, 
and on the other hand the campaign launched in 
mosques to clear Makhloufi of the suspicion of being an 
informer, under which he had been since the death of 
Djaafar el Afghani. 


This almost unnatural rapprochement of Old Makhloufi 
and Iranian Gousmi must have been the result of a deal. 


The former pledged allegiance to the latter who, in turn, 
rehabilitated the author of the “Civil Disobedience 
Manual” who had been suspected of belonging to the 
security services. The second indication that makes it all 
credible is the reference (the first one) to suicide terrorist 
attacks. 


Those who have an idea of Gousmi’s initiatory path will 
see it as a legible signature. Gousmi never concealed his 
Shiite preferences, and while others were trained in 
Peshawar he chose Qom for his Pasdarans and the 
training personnel of the Lebanese Hezbollah, the pro- 
moter of suicide attacks. Counterterrorism specialists 
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established already long ago that armed group members 
avoid direct confrontation with the enemy. They fire at 
unarmed people, in the back, or when they are superior 
in numbers, but they never face death. 


In other words, this rules out suicide attacks. 


That people talk about it may mean that a new strategy 
is being introduced, a sort of Iranization vt terrorist 
activities, but it bears the mark of the former coordi- 
nator of the FIS community office in Birkhadem. 


Baa Azzedine, also known as Mustapha Abou Mohamed, 
probably considered that Gousmi was blinded by his 
ambition. The communique he signed shows that he had 
read the one issued by Redjam, Makhloufi, and Gousmi. 


How can this small community executive expect to 
command all these “leaders with a prestigious past’? 


Controversial as he may be, Makhloufi is still a great 
figure of Islamism. Rabah Guettaf, mentioned in the 
airport case, is still a former comrade of Bouyali. Abassi 
and Benhadj rank practically as prophets. Chebouti 
remains the only known and recognized Islamist general. 
And now the Shiite from Birkhadem claims that all these 
men pledged allegiance to him. 


Baa Azzedine’s violent speech denotes the determination 
of the FIS (the FIS from before the Batna congress, that 
is) to distance itself from the GIA, its mistakes and its 
dirty hands, on which is wiped today the blood of all the 
victims, especially the foreigners whose dead bodies keep 
weighing more and more in European or American 
parliamentary debates. By announcing openly that 20 
GIA members were to be executed, the AIS, of which 
Katibet Ennasr, its “victory squad”’ wrote the text and 
decided on the sentence, Chebouti’s eternal assistant just 
declared a war that carries all the germs of barbarity. 
[sentence as published] 


The mention of the names of the banned-FIS chairman 
and vice-chairman in this case of allegiance to the GIA not 
only aroused the anger of the “victory squad” leader, but it 
also poses a credibility problem. No armed faction, no 
matter how bloody its record, may get the honors of the 
jihad unless it clearly publishes the fact that it acts with the 
blessing of the imprisoned leaders. How does one extract 
this blessing, and in what form? No one knows. 


We know that the first letter that Benhadj wrote from his 
cell to Chebouti caused the penitentiary administration 
to react and change the conditions under which the FIS 
leaders were detained. Now we are told that Benhadj did 
it again, since he is said to have written to the head of 
State. The contents, it would seem, are far from friendly. 


Toll of Victims Killed Since Mid- March 


944F0214C Paris LE MONDE in French 
18 May 94 p 4 


{Unattributed article: “Over 700 Said To Have Been 
Killed Since Mid-March”’] 
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[Text After a few weeks of relative calm, attacks by 
Islamist armed groups resumed, killing at least 15 mem- 
bers of the security forces during the last 10 days. Most 
of these attacks were reported in the local press but not 
confirmed officially. This new outbreak of terrorism 
follows intensified repression of ‘rations in all of Algeria 
since mid-March. 


According to a nonofficial estimate made by the AFP, 
over 600 alleged Islamists, some 30 members of the 
security forces and over 100 civilians (including six 
foreigners: four Frenchmen, one Russian, and one Viet- 
namese) were killed during that period. That 1s a total of 
over 700 dead. The offensive of the security forces 1s said 
to account for the lack of progress of the “dialogue” with 
imprisoned leaders of the banned Islamic Salvation 
Front [FIS] initiated late last year by the government. 


Although many believe that these contacts continue, the 
government does not seem in a hurry to meet the 
demands of the Islamist movement. The latter demands, 
among other things. that its leaders be released or put on 
probation, and it ask» for a speedy return to the electoral 
process. A few days from the Aid E’ Adha (Feast of the 
Sacrifice), which will be « »ebrated next Saturday, the 
recurring rumor of a possible release of banned-FIS 
leaders, including Abassi Madani and Ali Belhadj, is 
circulating again. So far, however, there is no indication 
that the government ts planning any gesture of clemency. 


Simultz neously with intensified military repression, spe- 
cial courts have pronounced several tens of new death 
sentences since the beginning of May. Last Suiday, the 
Algiers and Oran special courts alone sentenced 34 
individuals to capital punishment. These verdicts bring 
to 489 the number of death sentences pronounced since 
special courts took office on 22 February 1993. So far, 26 
of these sentences have been carried out. 


The development of the Algerian crisis was debated at 
length last Monday in Brussels by the European Union 
(EU) foreign affairs ministers. To try and prevent an 
“Islamic swing over” that would have “incalculable con- 
sequences,” “the only card we can play is the economic 
card,” the French foreign affairs minister, Alain Juppe, 
stated. As a result, on Monday 16 May, the foreign affairs 
ministers agreed to imrnediately grant Algeria a loan of 
150 million ECUs [European currency units] (990 mil- 
lion French francs), representing the second installment 
of a balance-of-payment support loan promised in 199}. 
The Twelve also agreed to consider a new loan of 200 
million ECUs (also in the form of a balance-of-payment 
support loan) by the end of the year, subject to a favor- 
able decision by the IMF and the Paris Club. 


More Proof of Teachers’ Link to ‘Terrorists’ Cited 
94AF0205F Algiers LIBERTE in French 16 May 94 p 1 


[Article by Yacine Lahcene: “Teachers in the Service of 
Terrorism”; first paragraph is LIBERTE introduction] 
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[Text] Once again, a terrorist association headed by 
teachers has been rendered harmless by the security 
SETVICES. 


Thirty-one individuals: that is how many members there 
were in the terrorist support network recently disman- 
tled by the security services. One of their “leaders” is 
none other than a middle school teacher employed at the 
Ben Amlar CEM [College of Intermediate Studies] in 
Mila. Five other teachers and a school inspector were 
also active in the group. 


Apart from its size—especially important to the security 
services, since they were able to make a big haul—this 
case provides additional proof of the link between Alge- 
rian schools and terrorism. It is also proof that some 
teachers, who are mernbers or supporters of the former 
FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] and therefore completely 
behind fundamentalist and obscurantist ideology, have 
not confined themselves solely to joining armed groups 
but have also taken command of those who kill, burn, 
and destroy. 


Is it necessary to point out that at least 315 teachers have 
been discovered in terrorist groups? That of the 7,000 
individuals interned in the centers in the south in 1992, 
there were 1,224 teachers, professors, and educators? 
That nine teachers with weapons in their hands have 
been killed by the police? Those figures, alarming to say 
the least, show 1n their own way how widespread is the 
disease that is eating away at Algerian schools and will 
eventually destroy them if we keep on pretending not to 
see anything. 


It must not be forgotten that those who have sullied the 
teaching profession began by instilling radicalism and 
fundamentalism in our children—the future pillars of 
the nation. They took advantage of the fact that the 
schools were already in a noticeably shaky state to 
infiltrate them and propagate their doctrine. 


What were school officials doing while that was hap- 
pening? Nothing. They had their eyes closed because 
they were much more concerned with their own status. 
Today the school system, the source of learning, is a 
disaster area. And we are only too aware of the results of 
that policy: children placed in the hands of the “teachers 
of terrorism.” But it 1s also true that other teachers who 
oppose the plan have long been sounding the alarm. 


Group Arrested for Falsifying Passports, Visas 
94AF0205B Algiers EL WATAN in French 23 May 94 
p2 


[Article: ““Tamanrasset: Dismantling of Passport, Visa 
Trafficking Ring’’] 


[Text] (APS)—Acting on a tip, members of the National 
Gendarmerie in Tamanrasset recently arrested a gang of 
nine ioreign nationals (three Liberians, one Beninese, 
and five Nigerians) who were engaged in manufacturing 
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false passports and visas in exchange for large amounts 
of foreign exchange, it has been announced by the 
Gendarmerie. 


A search of the home of one member of the gang in the 
Tahaggart district of the city of Tamanrasset resulted in 
the discovery of a batch of seven counterfeit official seals 
from various government departments, notably the round 
seal of the Algerian Republic, an entry visa seal from Ain 
Guezzam (the southern border post in Tamanrasset), an 
entry visa seal from Assamaka, Niger, and date stamps, as 
well as a large number of unspecified seals and accessories 
used in the falsification process. The members of the 
Gendarmerie also discovered a large batch of passports of 
various nations (Ghana, Mali, Benin, Liberia, and Nige- 
ria), consular cards from Ghana, identification papers, and 
falsified international passes. The gang of traffickers was 
brought before the public prosecutor in Tamanrasset on 
charges of counterfeiting seals, falsifying documents and 
using falsified documents, and illegal entry into and resi- 
dence in Algeria. The defendants were placed under a 
committal order. 


In a different case in the same neighborhood, the Gen- 
darmerie recently arrested an individual of Algerian 
nationality who was transporting 2 kg of hashish-type 
drugs for sale in Tamanrasset. The drug trafficker was 
brought before the public prosecutor in Tamanrasset and 
jailed for possession of drugs. 


Bordj Bou Arreridj: Bread Lines, Coupons Issued 


94AF0205A Algiers L'OPINION in French 27 Apr 94 
pls 


[Article: “Coupon Book’ for Bread”] 


[Text] Bread is in short supply in Bordj Bou Arreridj. The 
governorate’s | 35 bakeries, which are literally besieged by 
the citizens every day beginning at 0400, are no longer able 
to satisfy demand. In the 35 communes, the same scenes of 
genuine “stampedes” to buy bread are being observed. 
Some bakers have already chosen the “coupon book” 
system giving their loyal customers priority. 


The phenomenon is explained by the shortage of semolina, 
which has restricted breadmaking at home, and by the 
layout of the governorate, whose largest towns are located 
on RN [National Highway] 5, a major traffic artery gener- 
ating an irregular and unquantifiable demand that statis- 
tics are unable to predict with any certainty. 


The sales management of Eriad [five food industry 
enterprises] reports, however, that it has increased its 
deliveries of flour, which now border on 1,600 quintals 
per day. The obvious inability to keep up with demand is 
being reflected in the price of a baguette of French bread, 
which now sells for 5 dinars [DA]. Because of the 
complicity of a number of bakers who prefer to sell their 
production ‘at wholesale,” bread is being found—at 
prohibitive prices and in dangerous hygienic condi- 
tions—in grocers’ stalls and for sale by street vendors. 
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Despite its efforts, Eriad says that for the present it is 
unable to overcorne the crisis, which cannot be elimi- 
nated except by the arrival in the near future of large 
quantities of semolina, deliveries of which will enable 
families to resume their usual food habits. 


The Bordj Bou Arreridj Governorate will be able to 
relieve the small local bread “factories” when the indus- 
trial bakery now nearing completion goes into operation. 
It will supply school cafeterias and local communities. It 
will produce 35,000 loaves per day. 


The phenomenon 1s also explained by changes in the 
rural population’s food habits due to the gap between the 
cost price of bread and of pastry/crepes. [sentence as 
published] The peasants in the region have given up the 
practice of growing for their own consumption because 
of the clearly superior advantage they gain by selling 
their quintal of wheat for close to DA1,400. There is a 
definite advantage in selling their entire harvest with the 
added bonus of “lower domestic household expenses.” 


Impact of Measures To Suppress Black Market 
Noted 

944F020SD Algiers LE SOIR D’ALGERIE in French 
16 Mav 94 p 3 


[Article by N.E.B.: “Dark Days for Black Marketeers”; 
first paragraph 1s LE SOIR D’ALGERIE introduction] 


[Text] Black marketeers active on the country’s eastern 
and western horders are beginning to experience hard 
ames now that measures have been implemented to 
combat the smuggling scourge. 


In the eastern part of the country, following the steps 
taken to combat illegal exports of goods primarily to 
Tunisia, Algeria’s borders are becoming less and less 
permissive. That fact is having a favorable impact on the 
local market in the governorates of Tarf, Souk-Ahras, 
and Tebessa. Those border areas are beginning to find a 
greater availability of consumer goods thanks to regular 
supplies. The steps in question have been all the more 
effective in that the price deregulation affecting those 
goods, which have long been subsidized by the state, has 
discouraged supporters of the black market. 


The most spectacular result is the pronounced drop in 
the price of red meat, which now ranges from 160 to 
200 dinars [DA]. Fraudulent exports of domestic live- 
stock have been markedly curbed, and stockraisers are 
being forced to send their livestock to the market in 
their own governorate. To get back to the subject of 
food products, implementation of the new price policy 
has discouraged black marketeers in that even the 
market stalls in the border villages are beginning to 
show signs of health, the exceptions being certain 
localities in the Tebessa Governorate where prices 
have been holding firm in the case of salad oil, Lahda 
powdered milk, and coffee. The reason, according to 
the authorities concerned, is the inadequate supply. 
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As part of the same struggle, the Tarf Governorate, 
which has set up its own ad hoc committee, is continuing 
to update its commercial registry thanks to the combined 
efforis of the governorate’s commercial departments and 
the Customs Service. 


It has also been decided to introduce permits for mer- 
chants who buy consumer goods, the purpose being to 
achieve better control over food products intended for 
sale exclusively in that governorate. Early results show 
that those measures are effective. 


The fight against the black market is also beginning to 
produce a few favorable results in the western part of the 
country. The most recent measure, which consists of 
prohibiting taxi drivers, for instance, from transporting 
passengers across the border, is already enabling customs 
officers to keep better control over individuals and has 
“facilitated their task when it comes to searching bag- 
gage,’ according to one customs inspector, who adds 
that “the systematic recording by the customs offices of 
all outgoing receipts makes the inspection of passengers 
more effective and gives us more control.” On 11 May 
alone, the number of passengers totaled 1,312, and 
receipts totaling DA393.600 in taxes were recorded. On 
that same day, a large quantity of products was seized, 
including white meat, eggs. rice, black pepper, salad oil, 
insecticide, and so on. 


For the moment, aware of the difficulty of covering the 
entire Algerian-Moroccan border, the trade departments 
backed by the Customs Service are thinking of starting a 
major cleanup operation involving in particular an 
updating of the commercial registries. 


They will also have the task of finding a way to put an 
end to the trafficking in fuel, which 1s carried in vehicles 
equipped with large fuel tanks and then unloaded some- 
where along the road on the other side of the border. 
According to experts, that activity results in substantial 
profits. As is true on the country’s eastern border, food 
products are again appearing in the market stalls, 
meaning that there has been a positive effect since the 
beefing up of border surveillance. 


Tea, flour, sugar, and semolina are readily available in 
localities in the Tlemcen Governorate. Even the price of 
lamb has dropped to DA260, compared to DA300 a few 
days ago. In Maghria, however, the price of red meat has 
not dropped, the reason being the regulations governing 
the trade in livestock. 


Coffee, Sugar Prices Up 50 Percent 
94410205C Algiers L'‘OPINION in French 27 Apr 94 
p 5 


[Unattributed article: “Sugar and Coffee Prices: Increase 


of Over 50 Percent’’] 


[Text] The consumer price of sugar and coffee has risen 
by about 50 percent, it was confirmed yesterday by the 
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National Food Product Supply Enterprise (Enapal), 
which 1s responsible for importing those products. 


The new retail prices took eifect on 17 April. 


The price of granulated sugar in bulk went up from 17.35 
to 26.85 dinars [DA] per kilogram, while that of pack- 
aged granulated sugar rose from DA20.10 to DA29.25 
per kilogram. 


The average price of coffee rose from DA135 to DA200 
per kilogram. Prices vary depending on the quantity in 
the package. 


Ground coffee in ~ 0-gram packages will now be sold for 
DA210.60 per kilogram (about DAS3 per package) and 
for slightly less (DA208.25 per kilogram) in the case of 
the 500-gram package. 


The price of coffee beans is now DA198.25 per kilogram 
(a littic under DASO for a 250-gram package), while 


NEAR EAST 7 


unroasted coffee will be sold to roasters for DA131.10 
per kilogram, all taxes included. 


No new price increase is scheduled before December 
1994, according to Enapal’s management, which says it 
has sufficiently “reassuring” inventories to stick to that 
schedule. 


The profit margins have been increased from DAQO.50 
(35 centimes for Enapal and 15 centimes for wholesalers) 
to DA1.50 (DAI for Enapal and DAO.50 for wholesal- 
ers). 


Enapal based the new prices on the latest devaluation of 
the dinar (40 percent), the increase in profit margins for 
producers and marketers, and the new VAT [value- 
added tax] rates, which fell from 21 to 7 percent in the 
case of sugar but remained unchanged in the case of 
coffee (21 percent). 


New Prices 


The public is informed that effective 17 April 1994, the 
new prices charged by Enapal for sugar and coffee 
imported, processed, and distributed by its units are as 
follows (in dinars per kilogram): 





New Sugar, Coffee Prices 

































































Product a —_ Price to wholesaler Price to retailer — | / Price to consumer 
Bulk granulated sugar 24.30 24.85 — 2685 oo 
Packaged granulated sugar — 26.72 27.25 - 29 25 oo 
Roasted coffee: _ oe a 
Beans (500 grams) 176.50* 183.75* a Oo 193.75* a 
~ Beans (250 grams) 181.00 188.25" en 
“Beans (125 grams) 183.25" eos St:C<~SCSs*=<CS*S=~« SS 
Ground (500 grams) 191.00° TL ne 2 
Ground (250 grams) 193.358 200.60" | 0608 
~ Ground (125 grams) 195.708 229s fn 








* Kilogram price 





Note that unroasted coffee is sold to the roaster at 
DA131.10 per kilogram, all taxes included. 


Citizens Organize To Handle Social Needs 
94AF020SE Algiers L’OPINION in French 27 Apr 94 
p 2 


{Article by Nadira Foudad: ‘‘Neighborhoods Take 
Charge of Themselves”; first paragraph is L;? OPINION 
introduction] 


[Text] Citizen participation in the management of public 
affairs through the association movement is a a new 
feature in our country. 


The citizens have long been accustomed to putting up with 
the rules and practices of the single-party system when it 
comes to managing and taking responsibility for social 
concerns. Under that system, any ‘nitiative outside the 
official institutions of the state was not permitted, and the 


citizens found themselves subject to all kinds of favorable 
or unfavorable measures adopted by the government on 
the strength of its social prerogatives. The continuation of 
that code of management in our country for more than a 
quarter of a century is at the origin of the citizen’s lack of 
concern over any public action not affecting him directly. 
Despite that attitude, which has become an undeniable 
social reality, the process of setting up neighborhood 
committees and rural centers, which was begun precisely 
for the purpose of involving the citizens in the manage- 
ment of public affairs, has had a more or less favorable 
impact on the population. 


The legislative elections in December 1991 enabled the 
members of the former FIS [Islamic Salvation Front] to 
control most of the APC’s [People’s Communal Assem- 
blies] across the country. As a resu!t of the weakness and 
deterioration of the services they were providing. the 
Ministry of Interior and Local Commuiiities decided to 
establish 10,000 neighborhood committees and rural 
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centers as part of its operation for “citizen participation 
in the management of loca! affairs.”’ That operation was 
launched in the form of directives and instructions 
issued to local authorities. [he purpose is to involve the 
citizen in his problems of an administrative or social 
nature, examples being sewage, drinking water, repairs 
to streets and sidewalks, trash collection, street lighting, 
the opening of trails, and the construction of youth 
centers, as well as contributions to the embellishment of 
his neighborhood. As of now, 2,000 projects and mini- 
projects are already under way. 


How To Set Up a Committee 


To set up a committee, residents of the same neighbor- 
hood hold a general meeting and elect 15 people, all of 
whom are from that same neighborhood. Those 15 
elected individuals then constitute the neighborhood 
committee. As elected representatives, they draw up the 
minutes of the meeting and submit them to the DEC 
[local executive office] for approval and also so that 
premises in the neighborhood can be assigned to them. 
The committee will manage the neighborhood both 
administratively and socially. It will be regarded as the 
spokesman for the citizens and as the safeguard for 
protecting the property of the citizens and the state. 


According to a summary of the statistics submitted by 
the various governorates and communes, 3,667 neigh- 
borhood committees and rural centers are planned. The 
budget made available for that purpose in 1994 by the 
Common Fund for Local Communities (FCCL) totals 
500 million dinars [DA]. 


According to the same summary, the number of communal 
coordinating boards totals 630, with 203,986 members. 
They represent an estimated population of 3,847,042. 


In that regard, 1,500 agreements totaling 
DA176,367,819 have been signed nationwide, and 2,023 
additional agreements are under study. 


According to a report evaluating the projects submitted 
by the departments concerned, it should be noted that in 
the Alger Governorate, the operation for “citizen partic- 
ipation in the management of local affairs” is proceeding 
satisfactorily. 


In that governorate, 17 projects have been targeted. They 
are concerned with the repair and embellishment of 
green spaces and playgrounds. The total subsidy granted 
is on the order of DA47,888,730 and covers seven 
agreements signed with neighborhood committees. 





Principal Neighborhood Committees in Algiers 























Neighborhood Committee Address 

Casbah 11 rue Med Haddad, Bab Ei 
Oued 

E] Moustakbel 6 rue Staoueli, La Casbah 

El Khettabi (formerly Pasteur) | rue El Khettabi, Algiers 

Lafarge Rue Amoura Abdelkader, H. Dey 
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Cite Les Palmiers Bidg. H, No. 14, Cite Les 


Palmiers-Bourouba 





Cite Rabia jahar 
Moufdi Zakaria 


E! Kaouter 


Cite Rabia Tahar, Bab Ezzouar 





3 rue Louise, E] Madania 


Cite Sellier, 11 Decembre 60 
Hydra 





j 
EEE EEE 
| 





The number of committees and rural centers in the Alger 
Governorate totals 396, including 155 that have been 
approved. The population represented totals 252.100. 
Here are some figures for a number of other governorates: 


Bejaia: 126 neighborhood committees approved 

Jijyel: 170 rural committees approved 

Blida: 65 neighborhood centers approved 

Bouira: 417 neighborhood committees approved 
Tizi-Ouzou: 436 neighborhood committees approved 
Setif: 237 neighborhood committees approved 

Chlef: 127 rural centers approved 

Tlemcen: 339 rural committees approved 
Constantine: 222 neighborhood committees approved 
Medea: 480 neighborhood committees approved 


The reluctance and distrust being displayed here and 
there by certain fringes of the population in response to 
this operation are due to a misunderstanding of the 
nature of the operation’s objectives. In addition, there is 
reason to point out that in certain conservative regions— 
especially in the rural areas—disinformation is being 
spread with such intensity that the operation is perceived 
as being a new form of social organization dictated by 
the government to replace existing customs and tradi- 
tions. That interpretation has caused considerable reluc- 
tance among many citizens in those regions. 


Apart from the security aspect and the constraints of a 
methodological or bureaucratic nature, the impact of the 
operation remains considerable. An explanatory guide 
will be issued in the near future as appropriate. Later. the 
neighborhood committees wil! be converted into local 
advisory councils. 


EGYPT 


Mubarak Reassures Industrial Cities of 
Development 


94LDO0S0A Cairo MAYU in Arabic 11 Apr 94 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Suzy al-Jundi: “President to Worker in 6 
October Town: Put Your Hand in Mine”™] 


[Excerpts] During a five-hour tour of the cities of 6 
October and al-Shaykh Zayid yesterday, President Husni 
Mubarak inspected a number of modern industrial 
installations. The president was accompanied on this 
tour by the ministers of transport and communication, 
of new urban communities, of economy, and of local 
administration, and the governor of al-Jiza. 


President Mubarak’s visit to the cities of 6 October and 
al-Shaykh Zayid has come within the context of his 
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ceaseless interest in the issues of investment, housing, 
enhanced production, progress, and the creation of new 
work opportunities in order to elevaie the citizens’ 
standard of living. 


At the outset of the tour, Engineer Dr. Muhammad 
Ibrahim Sulayman, the minister of state for new urban 
communities, pointed out th progress made by the city 
of 6 October, noting that there is a plan to build in the 
city a number of medical towns specialized in various 
branches of medicine so they will act as an attraction 
element. He also pointed out that the area of the town is 
70 square km, of which the tourist areas cover 24 
percent, the residential areas 29 percent, and the indus- 
trial areas and green parks 18 percent. The city has 316 
producing plants, 245 plants under construction, and 
333 plants for which allocations have been made, thus 
bringing the total to 934 plants that will employ 134,528 
workers with total wages of 371 million pounds [annu- 
ally]. The investments will amount to 8.797 billion 
pounds and the annual production from these plants will 
amount to 981 million pounds. The plants include 35 
plants for food products, 14 for wood products and metal 
furniture, 10 for plastics, 11 for paper products, 27 for 
yarn and textiles, 33 for electrical and engineering prod- 
ucts, 22 for metal and mechanical products, 48 for 
construction materials, 39 for petrochemicals and med- 
ical drugs, and 67 for varied products, thus bringing the 
total to 316 plants. 


The minister of state for urban communities added that 
the city will have a total of 70,310 housing units of 
various levels; that 30,805 units have already been 
constructed; and that work is underway to build 37,505 
more units. 


Dr. Sulayman pointed out that total investment in the 
infrastructure and in subsidiary structures has amounted 
to 317,247 pounds and in housing to 298,884 pounds. 
[figures as published] The minister of state for new urban 
communities also explained to President Mubarak that 
the wholesale market buildings include buildings for the 
sale of vegetables, fruits, fish, poultry, and other goods. 


President Mubarak then visited Dawud Electrical and 
Mechanical Products Company where Muhammad 
Ahmad Dawud, the company chairman, explained the 
plant’s production of electrical motors. This is the first 
private sector plant to produce three and one-phase motors 
that are used in the production of washing machines, 
lathes, planii.g machines, agricultural machines, water 
pumps, and all kinds of industrial breakers. 


This company’s capital amounts to 23 million pounds 
and its production capacity amounts to 30,000 three- 
phase inotors and 240,000 one-phase motors. The plant 
has begun to export to Saudi Arabia. [passage omitted] 


The president then visited al-Misri Company for Elec- 
tronic Products, JVC [Victor Co. of Japan], which pro- 
duces televisions. Engineer "Abdallah al-Shahir, the plant 
manager, exy ained to the president, using machinery for 
illustration, the plant production volume. The plant was 
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opened a year ago and produces 21-inch screen television 
sets. At present, it produces 9,000 television sets [annually] 
and employs 100 workers. It took six months to build the 
plant under Japanese supervision. The percentage of 
locally produced TV components is expected to reach 50 
percent in two years. At present, it is 36 percent. The plant 
capital is 10 million pounds, and it is completely Egyptian. 
[passage omitted] 


Finally, the president visited and toured the city of 
al-Shaykh Zayid and then returned to Cairo 


The president was told by Engineer Muhammad ‘Abd- 
al--Azim ‘Awadallah, chairman of al-Shaykh Zayid 
Development Agency. that the city is located 15 km from 
the Pyramids area and 2.5 km from the Cairo- 
Alexandria Desert Highway, and 12 km before the 6 
October City. “Awadallah noted that the city includes 
two housing complexes consisting of 105,000 houses. 
They are capable of accommodating 440,000 people and 
they extend over an area of 3,200 feddans. 


‘Awadallah added that the city is a residential-tourist 
complex that encompasses luxury, mid-level, and low- 
cost residential quarters. Some adjacent areas have been 
set aside to implement tourist projects. 


He further added that work is currently underway to 
build 21,000 low-cost housing units and that the value of 
investment in the projects under implementation is 150 
million pounds in the first phase. It is expected that a 
large number of units will be built within six months. 


‘Awadallah also noted that the investments needed to 
complete the city amount to 105 million pounds. 


Effectiveness of Investment Funds Discussed 


94LD0064A Cairo AKHIR SA'AH! in Arabic 11 May 94 
pp 12, 13 


[Article by ’Ala’ al-Din Mustafa: “Investment Funds As 
A Vehicle to Attract Small Savings”’] 


[Text] Investment [mutual] funds, which will play an 
important and effective role in the Egyptian economy in 


the near future, are currently the subject of wide-scale 
debate. 


One of the many advantages offered by the funds is that 
they channel their money into portfolios of securities 
such as treasury notes, bonds, bank certificates, and 
stocks in crder to spread risk and guarantee suitable 
returns for investment furd stockholders. The success of 
the funds depends primarily on being managed efficiently 
and on the soundness of the economic climate as well as 
on the availability of the “goods” in which these funds 
trade—i.e., stocks, bonds, treasury notes, etc. They are 
limited by the availability of securities in the market. In 
other words, the supply of these “goods” should be 
increased in order to help mobilize savings and channel 
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them into this new vehicle, just introduced to the Egyp- 
tian market, in a manner consistent with Egyptian eco- 
nomic conditions at this stage of economic liberalization. 


An Effective Tool of Prosperity and Affluence 


Mahmud ‘Abd-al-'Aziz, president of the Federation of 
Egyptian Banks and chairman of the National Bank, sees 
investment funds as new mobilization vehicles that 
address small investors who lack experience or who are 
averse to risk and who are unable to keep track of the 
capital market. Furthermore, such funds are suitable for 
our conditions in Egypt because they allow their inves- 
tors to liquidate them when they wish. Investors are able 
in the early stages to redeem their investment certificates 
at their true value. 


The funds are managed by experts who are fully knowl- 
edgeable of market conditions. A fund, in return for 
investor money, would issue financial papers in the form 
of investment certificates of equal par value which may 
range from 10 to 1,000 pounds. 


The banks, by creating such funds, play an important 
role in attracting small savers to a new type of invest- 
ment and in preparing them to tolerate risk and invest in 
the capital market. 


Mahmud ‘Abd-al-’Az1z believes that the funds would be 
able to increase the supply of goods in the market by 
purchasing the stock of companies being privatized by 
the government, and thereby broaden the trading base 
and help expedite the drive towards privatization. 


At this point in time, investment funds could effectively 
help create a state of boom and prosperity by mobilizing 
small savings and channeling them into the purchase of 
diversified portfolios of stocks, bonds, and treasury 
notes, etc. That would create a state of affluence within 
the framework of an integrated banking strategy to 
invigorate the capital market. 


The banks, in turn, would guarantee the securities, 
publicize companies wishing to issue financial papers, 
and assure the liquidity of those papers to the extent of 
80 percent of their value. That would create conditions 
of prosperity and would make direct investment attrac- 
tive to small savers, thereby boosting the capital market 
which is an important bulwark of any economic liberal- 
ization policy. 


Investing With Calculated Risk 


Dr. Hamid al-Sayih, former economic minister and 
chairman of Egyptian-British Bank, said: 


“The essence of investment funds 1s that they invest in a 
variety of financial papers. Let us consider the capital 
market in Egypt. Despite vigorous attempts at stimula- 
tion, it remains practically barren of an adequate mix of 
financial papers such as stocks, bonds, etc. 


“That is caused by several factors such as compounded 
factors of the past, closed-door policies, and forbidding 
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stock companies to issue financial papers. Furthermore, 
the capital market was closed for a long time before it 
re-opened. The end result was not simply the loss of the 
capital, or investment, market. We also lost the expertise 
needed to operate such a market. 


‘But the open-door policy was officially inaugurated 20 
years ago with the promulgation of Law No. 43 of 1943 
and it follows that the capital market should have grown 
and prospered over those 20 years, resulting in an 
expanding supply of financial papers and other instru- 
ments. The capital market is concerned not only with 
securities but also with numerous other activities, such 
as financial leasing that could provide an appropriate 
capital market for Egyptian securities. 


“The concept of investment funds...funds are created 
because a large segment of investors lacks the expertise 
to trade on the exchange and to evaluate financial 
papers. A fund therefore issues a single certificate that 
represents a portfolio of financial papers that investors 
can then acquire. 


“To do so, a fund must have access to large quantities of 
various financial papers in order to allow it to spread its 
risk. 


‘Funds may deal in foreign financial papers but this calls 
for a great deal of expertise and requires domestic 
licensing, monitoring, and oversight. That is why the 
Capital Market Law has closely regulated the funds 
wherever they may be created.” 


Providing an Appropriate Investment Climate 
Dr. Hamid al-Sayih added: 


“The question now is wheiher the time has come to 
create effectual investment funds. We must realize that 
few corporations offer securities in the capital market 
and that most stock companies are closed. This problem 
may ease in the future as the propensity to invest picks 
up momentum. 


“Secondly, the government should issue bonds rather than 
treasury notes. Interest on the bonds could be either fixed 
or variable. The bonds could be of medium term (three to 
five years) or long-term of up to 10 years. The supply of 
goods on the capital market would therefore increase 
whenever the government acts but the options would still 
be limited, making it difficult for the funds to find an 
appropriate mix of financial papers in which to invest.”’ 


Dr. al-Sayih explained that the issue at hand is to create 
a suitable investment climate, especially since the 
advanced nations are competing for investments and 
since the countries of Eastern Europe are considered 
advanced because of their ample supplies of scientific 
and technical labor. The developing countries and those 
of the Third World therefore face intense competition in 
their efforts to attract foreign investments. 
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Funds Offer Several Benefits 
Misr Bank chairman ‘Isam al-Ahmadi said: 


‘Many benefits and objectives may be realized through 
the creation of investment funds. These benefits extend 
to the sponsoring bank as well as to investors, to the 
capital market, and to the national economy as a whole. 
The experiences of the Americans, the British, and the 
French have proved the efficacy of those instruments in 
helping create strong and vigorous capital markets as 
well as in boosting individual wealth and qual'ty of life. 


“But such funds can exist only in an appropriate invest- 
ment climate and that requires legislative and taxation 
groundwork as well as capital market regulations. Steps 
in that direction have already been taken and we are 
hopeful for even more streamlining. This 2lso requires 
public awareness and confidence in the banking system 
and in the instruments it creates. 


‘Numerous benefits will accrue to those in dealings with 
investment funds. We, on our part, will launch educa- 
tional campaigns to explain the relationship between 
fund and client; how to purchase fund shares and how to 
sell them and redeem them; how the return on invest- 
ment will be computed; and the manner in which the 
value of the financial paper is to be calculated. This 
would help us attract clients to this new investment 
vehicle by building their confidence in its quality.” 


*Isam al-Ahmadi added: ‘We would like to note that 
investment certificates primarily target small savers 
since the certificates are issued in increments of 1,000 
pounds, allowing any small saver or small investor to tap 
them rather than turn to savings accounts, bank certifi- 
cates, and other instruments of bank deposits. Savers 
whose only choice has heretofore been bank deposits 
would have available several investment options. 


Expanding the Trading Base 


“A most important advantage of mutual funds is that 
they make it possible for small savers to enter the capital 
market which has so far been a monopoly of large 
investors and the wealthy. Investment certificates would 
reduce and spread investment risk through diversifica- 
tion and through timing by investors. Investor desires 
will determine which financial papers are to be held by 
the fund. The higher the return investors seek the move 
risk they wouid be willing to assume. Risk may be 
minimized to the extent of diversification among corpo- 
rate stocks, treasury bonds and notes, and bank certifi- 
cates. Investment in stock usually involves higher risk. 


“Investment funds provide other benefits and help 
achieve other objectives, such as helping the Egyptian 
economy achieve the important goal of privativation. By 
expanding and invigorating the capital market and 
increasing its efficacy, it would be possible to expand the 
ownership base for companies whose shares are offered 
through investment funds. Companies targeted fur 
privatization will therefore find strong demand for the 
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Shares they offer as well as a real market that would 
absorb those shares at fair prices. 


“As to the capital market—and this is another benefit of 
mutual funds—invigorating the securities market is both 
an objective in itself as well as a means. A strong capital 
market would make it possible for the economic reform 
program to achieve its objectives, particularly in the 
areas of privatization, expanding the ownership base, 
and getting the citizenry involved in the economic activ- 
ities of the state. 


“With that in mind, Misr Bank has created a mutual 
fund capitalized at 25 million pounds and whose invest- 
ments amount to 500 million pounds. Its investment 
certificates will be offered to the public over time and it 
will maintain enough cash on hand to cover redemption 
demands. As stipulated by law, the fund will not put 
more than 10 percent of its investments in any one 
company nor will it acquire more than 15 percent of any 
one company’s shares outstanding.” 


Creating New Instruments 


Dr. Midhat Hasanayn, professor of Economics and 
Banking at American University in Cairo, opined that 
“mutual funds are nothing new but go back at least 15 
years. They are a risk-reducing instrument. While more 
risky than bank certificates of deposit, they offer the least 
risk of investment instruments because they guarantee a 
return in addition to the original capital. 


‘Mutual funds were conceived as a middle ground 
between bank deposits and investments in equity and 
debt securities. Ranked by degree of risk, bank deposits 
provide the least risk, followed by treasury notes that 
guarantee investors a return in addition to the principal 
but are illiquid and must be held to maturity. In that 
sense, bank deposits are less risky. 


“The third investment rank is stock company bonds that 
pay fixed or variable interest but one must wait for that 
interest a quarter to a year. Bonds attain liquidity 
through the stock exchange. 


“The fourth investment instrument, which entails the 
highest risk, 1s company stock. 


“Mutual funds were therefore conceived as a middle 
ground between bank deposits and stock exchange secu- 
rities. The clientele of mutual funds are primarily small 
savers who may lack expertise. Funds collect investor 
savings and thereby accumulate the cash they need to 
assemble a diversified portfolio of stocks, bonds, trea- 
sury notes, and bank deposits. Funds provide their 
shareholders with liquidity but at net asset value at time 
of redemption.” 
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Restructuring the Capital Market 


Economist Dr. Muhsin al-Khudari said that “mutual 
funds are one of the main tools of creating new securities 
in an operation called *papering.** This takes the form of 
bonds underlying various types of revenue-producing 
assets whose returns accumulate automatically or are 
paid out in fixed or variable sums depending on the fund 
manager’s orientation. 


“Funds are attempts by financial systems to create com- 
prehensive and integrated service portfolios. Their returns 
are higher than those offered by banks, but they are 
associated with a degree of calculated risk managed with 
instruments and techniques that are well-known to fund 
managers. Funds have therefore been created to meet the 
needs of risk-taking individuals who seek high returns and 
who are willing to accept risks in the process.” 


Dr. Muhsin al-Khudari points out certain caveats that 
must be kept in mind when selecting fund managers. 
Above all else, they should possess a high degree of skill 
and expertise, even preceded by loyalty and esprit de 
corps. This would presuppose scrutiny by various law 
and order apparats since these fund managers will have 
access to great amounts of cash with which they can 
manipulate the markets or do harm to them. This may be 
averted by not allowing any individual to have single 
control of a fund but to vest such control in operating 
teams with highly developed patriotism, sincerity, and 
technical expertise.“ 


Diversified Portfolios 


Banking expert Nazir Yusif said: “Investment funds are 
a financial amalgam whose investors are issued shares or 
certificates, as defined by law, that are valued at no more 
than 1,000 pounds each. There is no limit to the number 
of certificates that may be acquired. 


‘“*A fund’s management may invest its cash in a portfolio 
composed of the stocks of existing companies or of those 
that are being privatized. It may also buy bonds or 
treasury notes to diversity the portfolio and therefore 
spread the risk since stocks that appreciate will cushion 
the price declines of others in the portfolio. 


“Funds also maintain enough cash on hand in order to 
meet redemption requests for the certificates they issue 
in case investors want their money back. This is called 
open-investment funds. 


“Shares in other types of funds, the closed-end kind, are 
traded on the stock exchange. This is the main difference 
between the two. 


“Funds were born in the Gulf countries despite their 
small market size and their countries’ lack of regulatory 
controls such as those promulgated by the Capital Mar- 
kets Law No.95 of 1992. However, there are attempts to 
regulate the Saudi market against broker speculation and 
manipulation. It is imperative, therefore, to begin mon- 
itoring the market and not to hesitate to introduce 
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adjustments or additional regulations in order to control 
the capital market in Egypt and help it grow. 


Guarantees to Safeguard Fund Monies 


Dr. Hasan Abbas Zaki, former economic minister and 
chairman of International Arab Banking Corporation, 
said that “investment funds are a new activity in Egyp- 
tian markets and play a tangible role in energizing 
financial paper transactions and in attracting small 
investors to participate in financial activity by sub- 
scribing to the certificates issued by the funds. The funds 
relieve small investors of effort and worry resulting from 
the lack of know-how or financial expertise to invest 
their savings in financial markets. Fund managements 
will assume, on behalf of their shareholders, the tasks of 
purchasing, diversifying, and maintaining their portfo- 
lios as well as distributing the quarterly or annual divi- 
dend, as the case may be, in accordance with their 
holdings in their fund. 


‘““Numerous controls have been promulgated by Capital 
Markets Law No. 95 of 1992 in order to safeguard 
depositor monies. For example, the Mutual Fund Cre- 
ation Law stipulates that establishers of a fund are 
prohibited from managing that fund. The law also stip- 
ulates that the investment company investors are the 
ones to create the fund. Certificate holders are the ones 
to finance the fund. A fund owner, while buying securi- 
ties for other certificate holders, would probably buy 
certain securities for himself. Therefore, the end-result 
would favor the interest of fund owners. 


“The law has devised a solution to this so-called conflict 
of interest between fund investors and fund depositors 
or certificate holders. That solution is to prohibit invest- 
ment funds from managing the portfolios of fund sub- 
scribers. That is the purpose of the law that regulates 
fund management companies. 


“Banks that created investment funds have simultaneously 
created companies to manage those funds. A company that 
manages a fund is totally separate from it. An investment 
fund owns but does not manage, whereas a management 
company only manages and does not own.” 


Creating New Financial Papers 


Dr. Hasan ’Abbas Zaki added: “Furthermore, invest- 
ment funds, by their nature, have the advantage of 
dealing in large assortments of financial papers in order 
to spread risk. They buy financial papers in various 
sectors such as agriculture, industry, tourism, shipping, 
and other activities. 


“In addition, the Egyptian capital market still enjoys an 
advantage, in that it is, by its composition, free of 
speculation in the sense that the so-called buy-and-sell 
capability neither rests on the investor nor is a function 
of future markets. That is an on-going external opera- 
tion. The reasons for security market collapses on inter- 
national exchanges, such as Black Monday and subse- 
quent events, is attributed to this type of trading activity. 
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It is preferable not to introduce this type of trading into 
the Egyptian market in the future. | am constantly 
warning against copycatting others in violation of our 
own nature, customs, and traditions. This is the way to 
avoid creating elements that could cause market turbu- 
lence or collapse. 


‘Several factors can shield the market against such risks 
and they constitute safeguards to protect the fortunes of 
those who trade in the market.” 


Dr. Hasan ’Abbas Zaki moved on to another point 
dealing with the natural structure of the market. He said 
that the Egyptian market is still limited in the quantity of 
papers in circulation and that, of course, is a burden on 
the banks. By contrast, bonds constitute a major segment 
of international markets. In the United States, for 
instance, we find bonds of various types and maturities 
ranging from six months to 30 years. 


Report Cites Drop in Inflation, Bank, Loan Rates 


941 DOOS9A Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
26 Apr 94 p 4 


[Article by Mamduh al-Wal1] 


[Text] An economic report Prepared by the Information 
Center of the Cabinet points to: a continuation of the 
gradual drop of average intere:t rates for treasury notes 
and of the average discount rate, stable interest rates for 
deposits and loans in U.S. dollars over the past several 
months, a relative rise in the exchange rates for all of the 
main foreign currencies, a drop in Suez Canal revenue 
indicators during January and February 1994 compared 
to the same period in 1993, and a drop in sales of 
reinforcement bars during the same period, in which 
electricity, oil, and gas production rose, and inflation 
continued to decline gradually. 


Monetary indicators in the report by the Information 
Center—which is overseen by Dr. Hisham al-Sharif, an 
advisor to the administrative development minister— 
point to a stable average interest rate for deposits in 
Egyptian pounds since last July. That rate remains at 
12.5 percent. However, in actuality, public-sector banks 
with accumulated liquidity are paying | 1 percent to 11.5 
percent for three-month deposits; the longer the deposit 
term is, the lower these rates are. Small banks are paying 
the lowest rates, due to their more difficult circum- 
stances and relatively high risks. 


Between April 1993 and April 1994, the interest rate for 
short-term U.S. dollar deposits remained stable at 
around 3.04 percent. 


The average interest rate for treasury notes has con- 
tinued to drop gradually, reaching 13.4 percent during 
the first week of April 1994, compared to 14 percent at 
the start of 1994. Experts believe that the drop is a sign 
of the market’s health, because the notes are devoid of 
risks, and it is senseless for their interest rates to be 
higher than bank deposit rates. Also, the continued drop 
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in the treasury note rate will compel some who save in 
treasury notes to go to the capital market in search of 
higher returns. 


Special Rates Given by Large Banks 


The average discount rate, which is the rate the central 
bank charges for loans to banks, continued to drop, 
reaching 16.06 percent in March 1994 and 16 percent in 
the first week of April 1994. However, in practice, the 
banks are lending to enterprises at an interest rate 2.5 
percent higher than the discount rate. Thus, loans for 
some industrial activities have rates of 18 percent, while 
loans for commerce have slightly lower rates. At the 
same time, some large banks are lending to some of their 
clients at 13 percent, because these banks need to invest 
their liquidity surpluses to offset the cost of deposits. On 
the other hand, the index number of the loan and 
discount balance at the end of 1993 is the same as that of 
March 1992, which is connected to the current slump. 


The lending rate for U.S dollars was 5.04 percent during 
the first week of April 1994, which is the same rate as 
that of March 1993. 


Exchange rates for the main foreign currencies rose in 
general during the first months of 1994. Between Jan- 
uary and March, the U.S. dollar rose from 337.24 
piasters to 337.94 piasters; the European Currency Unit 
[ECU], from 367.68 piasters to 375.09 piasters; the 
pound sterling, from 493.99 piasters to 494.85 piasters; 
the German mark, from 192.96 piasters to 197.6 pias- 
ters; the French franc, from 56.78 piasters to 58.06 
piasters; and the Japanese yen, from 299.8 piasters to 
328.07 piasters per 100 yen. 


During the first week of April 1994, the rates for the 
German mark, French franc, and ECU fell slightly, while 
those for the other currencies rose. 


Explanation for Drop in Inflation 


The monthly inflation rate—i.e., the rate at which con- 
sumer prices increase—increased by 0.5 percent in Jan- 
uary 1994 and by 1.2 percent in February. Thus, the 
annual basis for inflation rates, which indicates the rate 
of change in a month relative to the same month of the 
previous year, reached 7.4 percent during January and 
7.3 percent during February 1994. 


The annual average inflation rate, which better reflects 
inflation, reached 11.8 percent during January and 
dropped to 11.4 percent during February. We asked Dr. 
Mukhtar Khattab, the chief of the decisionmaking sup- 
port section in the Information Center of the Cabinet, 
how inflation can drop while the prices of some com- 
modities, including rice and sugar, have risen in previous 
months. He said that the consumer price index is one of 
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the best practical methods for measuring inflation. How- 
ever, it does have several shortcomings: It is based on a 
single consumer basket, whereas in reality different 
groups in society have different consumer baskets, 
depending on their social level. The Egyptian index 
prepared by the Statistics Agency contains 402 goods 
and services. The annual base of inflation during Feb- 
ruary was 7.3 percent. But the rate of inflation for the 
prices of some goods and services included in the indi- 
cator was higher than 7.3 percent during that month: 
Fish prices rose by 14.7 percent, housing and fuel prices 
rose by 10.4 percent, prices for pharmaceutical and 
medical instruments rose by 16.8 percent, meat and 
poultry prices rose by 10.3 percent, prices for cereals and 
starchy foodstuffs rose by 11 percent, ready-made 
clothing prices rose by 9.7 percent, and the price of sugar 
rose by 11 percent. However, the indicator measures the 
average price of goods and services according to their 
relative weight in the consumer commodities basket. 
Thus, a 10-percent rise in fuel prices does not mean a 
10-percent rise in inflation, because the weight of fuel in 
the consumer’s budget may be 5 percent. Thus, the effect 
of such an increase on inflation in 1971, for example, 
was canceled out. 


On the other hand, a drop in the prices of some com- 
modities may cancel out increases in the prices of other 
commodities, so that the consumer price index drops. 
Last February, the indicator of dry legumes dropped by 
0.5 percent, while prices for dairy products and cheese 
rose by only 0.4 percent, restaurant and hotel prices 
remained unchanged, beverage and cigarette prices 
remained unchanged, and prices for furniture, carpets, 
and household effects rose by 3.6 percent. 


NDP Defends Anti-Terrorism Campaign 
94. DO050B Cairo MAYU in Arabic 11 Apr 94 p 3 


[Text] Regrettably, some of our writers prefer the policy 
of straddling the fence to confront terrorism. This is why 
one finds them devising a strange terminology to water 
down the issue. If, for example, they are compelled to 
denounce radical groups, they rush to denounce what 
they allege to be government terrorism and police 
methods that create a climate of violence, as they say. 


This card shuffling leads them to say strange things with 
the -ole purpose of inciting the masses in the wrong 
direction. Instead of declaring their rejection of any acts 
that are capable of terrorizing citizens and awakening 
sedition, you find them twisting words in order to give 
people impressions that are in total contrast with the truth. 


One of the strangest forms of criticism and opposition tn 
Egyptian political life is the kind that criticizes the 
government and the security agencies for confronting 
terrorism. It is as if this kind of criticism and opposition 
wants the government to stand idle in the face of 
terrorists until the fire spreads to the straw and until they 
turn Egypt into another Iran. 
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Do the security agencies initiate violence and terrorism 
in the streets? Do they hit peaceful tourists and strike 
banks? Are these agencies expected to stand and watch 
criminals who pose a threat to public security and who 
spread fright among people? Do these critics consider the 
security agencies’ confrontation of this evil tendency a 
form of repression and terrorism? 


The terrorists have recently developed their strategy in 
Egypt and have moved to adopt the idea of destroying 
anything and everything indiscriminately. Their ter- 
rorism is blind and mindless. This is why all agencies 
concerned have had to confront this bloody terrorism 
firmly and with all means and methods and to uproot it 
in order to protect this country’s security and safety. 


It is normal to arrest the plannners and leaders of 
terrorist groups. Without these arrests, terrorist activities 
and incidents in Egypt would have multiplied and sedi- 
tion would have spread everywhere. 


Despite the delicate and sensitive situation, the decisive 
and effective confrontation that we witness today is 
conducted in accordance with the law which empowers 
the Ministry of Interior to detain suspects for a one- 
month period. After this period, the detainee is entitled 
to resort to the judiciary. If a court orders the detainee’s 
release, the ministry is entitled to appeal the decision in 
two weeks. If the court orders his release again, then he 
is released immediately. But if the court orders con- 
tinued detention because of the detainee’s danger to 
society, then the detainee is entitled to appeal anew to 
the court once every month, as stipulated by the afore- 
mentioned law. 


This means that arrests of the leaders of sedition are 
made under the judiciary’s control for the sole purpose 
of ensuring society's security and safety. 


If those who follow the misguided path had God’s fear in 
their hearts for their country and kinsmen, they would 
have dropped the weapons with which they threaten the 
peaceable workers of this country, and they would have 
proceeded to express themselves peacefully through par- 
ties, newspapers, unions, and other channels of peaceful 
political action and opinion-expression podiums. They 
would not have subjected themselves to arrest, appeal, 
and other similar procedures, especially within the dem- 
ocratic system under which our country lives and that 
guarantees free political action and a free press. 


In Egypt, there are 13 political parties and more than 100 
newspapers. Egypt also has trade unions and workers 
federations, and all of these are legitimate outlets for 
whoever wishes to participate in political action. As for 
those who intentionally and purposefully abandon and 
reject all this and take up the rifle to kill peaceable 
people, then they have only themselves to blame. The 
government's eyes are vigilant and the national security 
agencies are performing their role in the best manner. 
and may God protect Egypt from all harm. 
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Mayoral Appointment Law Justified 
94LD00S0C Cairo MAYU in Arabic 11 Apr 94 p 3 


[Text] Opposition pens have been n.obilized to criticize 
the new law concerning village mayors and chiefs and to 
try to depict this law to the public as backsliding from 
democracy, because it has decided to shift from the 
system of mayoral election to mayoral appointment. 


These pens have expressed their apprehension that the 
new method will open the door to favoritism in selection 
and will lead to village isntability and that the appointed 
mayor will owe his loyalty to the government alone 
because the government 1s the party that appornts him. 


These people who have become accustomed to shuffling 
the cards are really amazing. The village mayor and chief 
are two administrative officials serving security. There- 
fore, they have no parliamentary capacity. 


Because democracy means government of the people by 
the people through their deputies and because the village 
mayor and the village chief are two public employees, 
exactly like a precinct commander or a police station 
chief, one is required to make a complete distinction 
between democracy and a civil service job whose main 
task is to preserve security and stability. 


There is absolutely no connection between village 
mayors and chiefs (both of whom are civil servants) and 
democracy. If the method of election had been embraced 
in the past, then a mistake was made and this mistake 
must be corrected. 


The village chief and mayor do not rule. The elected 
local council does. The chief and mayor are civil servants 
appointed by the Ministry of Interior to preserve public 
security. Is a civil servant chosen by election? 


Moreover, the mayoral election process itself has not 
been taking place in a sound manner that reflects a 
village’s wish. Rather, the process has been governed by 
clannishness and by strong influences, not to mention 
the rancors, disputes, and conflicts to which mayoral 
elections have led and which pose a threat to village 
security. Therefore, appointment will certainly lead to 
stability and security, and not vice versa. 


Besides, how can one say that appointment will lead to 
favoritism and to the selection of favorites, and not the 
right people? There are specific controls and rules that 
require that those who seek the position of village mayor 
or village chief meet certain general prerequisites. Fur- 
thermore, special conditions are established to compare 
candidates and there are three committees that partici- 
pate in the selection process to ensure that the best are 
selected. In addition, the opportunity to contest an 
appointment 1s available. 


Is it mpt strange that the opposition would criticize a 
mayor's response to government demands and his coop- 
eration with the various government agencies? Are the 
village mayor and village chief not public employees 
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appointed by the government? Does the government 
work for anything other than the masses’ interest? 


The opposition seeks to depict the government as a party 
that always stands in the way of the people’s wishes and 
interests. This is untrue and illogical and it reflects 
illwill, 


Interior Minister Major General Hasan al-Alfi has 
underlined a noteworthy point in the new village mayors 
and chiefs law, namely that the mayoral election system 
does not guarantee the mayor’s continued presence in his 
village in order to carry out his duties. Most mayors have 
lived in provincial capitals, contenting themselves with 
the honor of the position. Meanwhile, villagers had to go 
to the mayors wherever the latter happened to live. In 
addition, an elected mayor did not receive an adequate 
monetary recompense to help him devote his time to the 
duty of the mayoralty. This contrasts with the appoint- 
ment system which establishes a monthly recompense of 
150 pounds which, along with the minimum income he 
receives by law, will help the mayor devote his full time 
to the duties of the job. 


Report Gives Demographics by Governorate 
941. D0059B Cairo AL-WAFD in Arabic 20 Apr 94 p 2 


[Article on the National Planning Institute’s “Report on 
Human Development in Egypt,” prepared in conjunc- 
tion with the UN Development Program] 


[Excerpt] The first “Report on Human Development in 
Egypt” was published Monday afternoon. The report, 
prepared by the National Planning Institute and the UN 
Development Program, ranks the governorate of Port 
Said first and the governorate of Sawhaj last regarding 
human development. It states that all Egyptian gover- 
norates suffer from a housing shortage, close to 42 
percent of Egypt’s urban population lives in Cairo and 
Alexandria, and Cairo is the most densely populated 
governorate. 


The ceremony [on the occasion of the publication of the 
report] was held under the auspices of Deputy Prime 
Minister and Planning Minister Kamal al-Janzuri. It was 
attended by the UN Development Program’s resident 
representative, Kirstant Muwaziyu [name as transliter- 
ated], and by professors of the National Planning Insti- 
tute, officials of the UN program in Egypt, economics 
professors, and groups of intellectuals and journalists. 


Regarding per capita income, the report ranks the gov- 
ernorate of Port Said first, the governorates of Damietta 
and Cairo next, and the governorate of Sawhaj last. 


The report states that, relative to international human 
development averages, human development in the gov- 
ernorates of Port Said, Cairo, Alexandria, Damietta, and 
Suez is average; it is lower than average in the governor- 
ates of Lower Egypt, except for Damietta and al- 
Buhayrah. The report states that the governorates of 
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Upper Egypt, except for al-Jizah, suffer from an 
extremely low rate of human development. 


The report indicates a large disparity between the gov- 
ernorates of Egypt regarding the individual’s average 
share of income. It attributes the leading position of Port 
Said, Damietta, and Cairo to the capital turnover in 
those governorates. It also stresses that the paucity of the 
population in Port Said increases the individual’s 
average annual share of income there. 


The report adds that Asyut and al-Minya lag behind all 
of the governurates with respect to the individual’s share 
of income. The report advocates restructuring the gen- 
eral state budget to favor human development. It empha- 
sizes the general role played by internal and external 
security regarding stability, consumer pricing based on 
economic foundations and a carefully considered proce- 
dure, the adoption of measures to reduce the severity of 
poverty in the framework of production projects, and the 
harmonizing of businessmen’s social responsibility with 
their profit-oriented goals. 


The report warns of the effect of unemployment on the 
development plan. It calls for the selection of suitable 
production methods to cope with the problem, encour- 
agement of private-sector projects to create new jobs, the 
provision of social and health services to workers, and 
the easing of tax burdens. The report also warns of the 
income distribution disparity. It cautions against redis- 
tributing factors of production in the manner of the 
agriculture reform in the fifties. The report calls for the 
attainment of a decentralized popular partnership and 
the development of capabilities and organizational 
cadres in the area of management. The report reviews 
Egypt’s economic performance and the economic exper- 
iments tried in the country. It states that the growing 
population increase will swallow the majority of income. 
It warns that economic growth by itself will not help slow 
population growth. The report states that economic 
growth in Egypt has usually depended on, and been 
influenced by, external factors. It adds that economic 
growth is linked with economic imbalances, e.g., the 
balance of payments deficit and the budget deficit. 


The report states that the unemployment problem has 
been exacerbated by the fact that economic growth, 
although it has been low, has not been based on a 
labor-intensive production model. The report calls for 
the creation of suitable jobs as part of the state’s general 
employment policy. 


At the same time, the report stresses the need to blend 
economic growth with the distribution of income to 
create a society based on fairness and equality. The 
report states in its general remarks that the population 
increase has become a burden on the educational system 
and state budget. It advocates lowering the birth rate to 
reduce this burden in the future. It calls for establishing 
an employment insurance fund to remedy problems 
stemming from the redistribution of the labor force 
among public, private, and trades projects. The report 
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emphasizes the pervasiveness of education in Egypt; 
almost one out of four persons in Egypt is either a 
student or teacher, which is higher than the average 
ratio. The report commends Egypt's achievements 
regarding the education of girls, and it states that there is 
no shortage of teachers in Egypt's educational system. 


The report also addresses the housing problem, pointing 
to the shortage of housing units that has accumulated 
over the past 30 years, which has forced people to occupy 
dwellings that are in danger of collapsing. The report 
States that all Egyptian governorates suffer from a 
housing shortage. 


Regarding the labor market, the report states that the 
policy of free education and the compulsory hiring of 
graduates has had extreme effects on the labor market. 
The report warns that the taxation burden in connection 
with the privatization of public enterprises will increase 
unemployment. It states that coping with this problem 
will be a challenge facing any future human development 
strategy for Egypt. However, the report emphasizes that 
the public-sector’s control over investment has enabled 
the renewal and expansion of the infrastructure base. 
[passage omitted] 


IRAQ 


*Udayy Saddam Husayn Called Link With Future 
94LH0070A Baghdad AL-IRAQ in Arabic 6 May 94 p 3 


[Commentary by Dr. Bashir al- Allaq] 


[Text] Let us begin with a well-established, inescapable 
fact: Cooperation with the student and youth sector is no 
easy Or routine task in a country thatpects its people, looks 
discerningly toward its people’s future, glorifies its inde- 
pendence and sovereignty, and follows a policy of max- 
imum self-reliance. Such cooperation—in order to be 
genuine, effective, and fruitful in building the nation’s 
power base—requires a large measure of skills that are not 
developed within conventional contexts. The development 
and consolidation of this vital base requires aware leaders 
to possess not only concrete capabilities but also the 
humanitarian, spiritual, physical, and moral leadership 
qualities connoted by the word “leader.” This base also 
requires innovative, enterprising leaders with firm resolve, 
i.e., who can make decisions at the appropriate time, not in 
isolation from society at large, but through interaction 
with it. In other words, a successful, effective, productive 
student and youth leadership is one that can directly and 
indirectly influence not only students and youths, but also 
the country or society at large, including all of its cultural 
institutions, subdivisions, and links. 


It is extremely important to understand, absorb, and act 
according to this last point, because the young generation 
is society’s foundation, the nation’s springboard, and, by 
extension, the nation’s “most” vital segment. Therefore. 
crises, muddled perception, or psychological shocks 
affecting the young generation endanger the entire 








JPRS-NEA-94-034 
29 June 1994 


nation and its future. Hence, the importance of the 
young generation being led by leaders of great substance, 
who can scout out, nurture, bring to fruition, and 
unleash the latent creative abilities of this “priceless 
resource.” 


The leaders whom we have in mind are not just ‘“‘admin- 
istrative leaders,” although such leaders are important. 
The leaders whom we have in mind are “vital, com- 
bative, believing leaders with spirited approaches to 
life,’ who marry their consciousness to the struggle, the 
battle [jihad], and development, who can unleash the 
fresh, active, spiritual energies of the young. 


Only with such leaders can we say—with the utmost 
optimism, confidence, and trust—that the young gener- 
ation will proceed on the path to building the civilized, 
strong, fortified society for which we hope. 


Based on the preceding, the election of comrade ’Udayy 
Saddam Husayn to be chairman of the Executive Office 
of the National Federation of Students of Iraq and the 
General Federation of Youths of Iraq is a great gain for 
this vital sector. It marks the beginning of a new phase in 
which the marrying of consciousness to the struggle, 
battle, and development will be prominent, clear, and 
manifest as it rises up before all segments and compo- 
nents of our society at large. 


Comrade ‘Udayy Saddam Husayn is not a traditional 
leader. He is not a youth or student whose ideas are 
framed academically or bound by his age. True, comrade 
“Udayy Saddam Husayn possesses all of the characteris- 
tics of youth in terms of the freshness of his spirit and his 
innovation, ingenuity, initiative, creativity, and vitality. 
However, comrade "Udayy Saddam Husayn also pos- 
sesses—and this is extremely 1mportant—the wellsprings 
of his father, the leader and symbol, Saddam Husayn, 
who is an inexhaustible well of combative action, bril- 
liant combative conduct, maturity, superior ability to 
make decisive decisions, human touches, bravery, bold- 
ness, patience, and hearty identification with the 
nation’s history, land, and combat mission. Comrade 
‘Udayy Saddam Husayn is not only a graduate of the 
school of the great leader Saddam Husayn. He is also a 
primary link in the equation that links the past with the 
present and the future. This is the link that the enemies 
of Iraq and the nation [ummah] are attempting to break 
with their reprehensible conspiracies. These conspiracies 
aim to deprive young Arab generations of their role and 
cut them off from their spiritual and combative history 
and legacy, in addition to distorting their culture, 
motives, and standards, and destroying their personality. 


We are thus facing a new period for students and youth 
that is based on the foundation built by the great leader 
Saddam Husayn, with his great, unlimited concern for 
students and youth. There are many justifications and 
reasons for this exceptional concern. Foremost among 
them is the leader's firm conviction that students in Iraq 
understand that educational, intellectual, and philosoph- 
ical goals converge in their sector, making it a pivotal 


NEAR EAST 17 


sector. Youths—of whom students comprise a large 
segment—are the nation’s most vital segment, as stated 
above. Concern with youths is thus tantamount to con- 
cern with the nation’s present and future. 


It is certain that the new leadership of the National 
Federation of Students of Iraq and the General Federa- 
tion of Youths of Iraq will shoulder many tasks that will 
guarantee the achievement of qualitative leaps in student 
and youth activity. We believe that this will happen. In 
order for student and youth activity to be successful, 
fruitful, and effective, all state institutions must coop- 
erate with the programs and plans of these two federa- 
tions. We should realize that the development of mature 
students and youths is society’s collective responsibility 
to its young generation. By themselves, neither the two 
federations nor other organizations can cultivate mature 
young people. Vital slogans must be highlighted, and 
efforts must be made to translate them into reality. This 
requires collective efforts in which the two federations 
are participants, but not the sole participants. 


The party for example, as the leader in society, can take 
action within social channels on two related tracks. First, 
it can protect students and youths from possible behav- 
ioral deviations. Second, it can solve, through education, 
problems that might obstruct the progress of students 
and youths. In this regard, the party must expand the two 
federations’ cooperation and integration with pertinent 
official agencies, e.g., the Interior Ministry, the Labor 
and Social Affairs Ministry, the Health Ministry, the 
Education Ministry, and the Higher Education Ministry. 
The party must also emphasize basic, vital slogans, and it 
should do so in harmony with what is put forward by the 
two federations and other organizations involved in 
student and youth welfare. 


Field studies on students, for example, show that most of 
the problems facing students lie outside of the educa- 
tional framework (e.g., the college, university, etc.), and 
even outside of education itself. In other words, they are 
social, economic, and other problems. This means that 
the scope of national action with respect to youths will be 
very extensive when it is supported by the efforts of 
other organizations that bear responsibility for the wel- 
fare of students as human beings, members of this 
nation, and future leaders. 


The eiection of comrade "Udayy Saddam Husayn as 
chairman of the Executive Office for Students and Youth 
will be a great help and a major, decisive factor in 
making all party and state organizations work like a 
beehive with the two federations to achieve the goals that 
have been set. The moral and practical value of comrade 
"Udayy Saddam Husayn’s election by a consensus to the 
chairmanship of the student and youth sector is apparent 
in this regard. For comrade ’Udayy Saddam Husaypn will 
solve the problems of students and youths based on a 
scientific, revolutionary, cultural, humanistic, com- 
pletely integrated method. Our great leader Saddam 








18 NEAR EAST 


Husayn will also solve the problems of Iraq and the 
nation. The results of this type of problem-solving will be 
great and brilliant. 


Comrade “Udayy Saddam Husayn’s solutions to the 
problems of students and youths will certainly be suited 
to and commensurate with the major challenges facing 
Iraq and our nation. They will be formulated tn the light 
of creative, theoretical thought and the Ba’thist action of 
the essential leader, Saddam Husayn. And they will be 
formulated within the framework and approach of the 
blessed July Revolution, which has supported students 
and youth unlike any other revolution, Arab country, or 
foreign country in our contemporary history. 


We fully trust that the son of the great leader Saddam 
Husayn will play a role—the one for which our leader has 
raised him—in enriching the march of students and 
youths toward concrete action. and in enriching the 
major achievements that have been and will be accom- 
plished for great Iraq. For Iraq has won tts bet through 
the cooperation and solidarity of its resistant, patient 
people. It has won its civilizational bet. The glorious 
mother of battles has given us one proof after another 
that our future will be bright. The mother of battles 
multiplied our reserve of optimism, which 1s based on 
facts and givens. 


We have great confidence in our students and youths, 
because this faithful, primary segment—which has been 
raised on true patriotic principles, on the principles and 
values of the nation, and on the directives of the nation’s 
leader, and which has helped defend the nation at all 
costs—is no longer an experiment. It 1s a living accom- 
plished fact, the crown and wall of this nation, and the 
symbol of its vigor. 


The historical initiative will always remain in the hands 
of generations that maintain the vitality of their com- 
bative youth, the generations of the Ba'thist school, the 
school of the great leader Saddam Husayn, and the 
school of the glorious mother of battles. 


Plight of Kurds, Blockade of Kurdistan Discussed 


941. 110063A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 15 May 94 
p 16 


[Article by Nuri Talabani, university law professor in 
Iraqi Kurdistan: “Persecution of the Kurds by Sur- 
rounding Them With a Suffocating Blockade” 


[Text] It 1s regrettable that the crimes of the Iraqi regime 
did not lead to puntshment of the perpetrator or even to 
international condemnation until the regime invaded 
Kuwait and mounted another attack on Kurdistan, 
which resulted in about 2 million Kurds heading toward 
the mountains and toward international borders compel- 
ling the UN Security Council to issue its Resolution 688 
on 5 April 1991 concerning guaranteeing human rights 
in the Kurdish area in particular and 1n Iraq in general. 
But the Iragi regime has continued its hostile policy in 
violation of the provisions of the above-mentioned UN 
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resolution even after it was issued. We refer, in partic- 
ular, to the regime’s imposition of the economic 
blockade on the liberated area of Kurdistan, which 
currently includes the governorates of Irbil, Dahuk, 
al-Sulaymaniyah, as well as part of Kirkuk, and its 
continued implementation of the policy of forced relo- 
cation and Arabization [of Kurds] in the Kirkuk and 
Khanagin areas and the Kurdish areas in al-Mawsil, 
which are presently under the control of the Baghdad 
government. The regime is also continuing to arrest 
Kurdish citizens in these areas and to execute many of 
them without trials. In addition to all this, the regime is 
continuing to follow a policy of genocide against the 
people of southern Iraq, 1s draining their marshes, and is 
mounting constant military campaigns against the 
inhabitants and using chemical weapons against them. 


All of the UN Security Council resolutions dealing with 
Iraq, including Resolution 688, were issued because of 
the regime’s aggressiveness and violation of the precepts 
of international law, as well as human rights in Iraq. 
There are lots of measures that the international com- 
munity could take against the Iraqi regime in order to 
ensure compliance with the above-mentioned resolution, 
and they include the following: 


1) Lifting the international economic blockade against 
Iraqi Kurdistan. 


In order to justify keeping the international economic 
blockade against the liberated areas of Iraqi Kurdistan, 
some people quote the fact that these areas are part of 
Iraqi territory and that one should not lit the blockade 
against them as long as a blockade was imposed against 
Iraq in its entirety. This pretext is nothing more than a 
pure formality, resembling the pretext for non- 
intervention in the internal affairs of sovereign nations, 
even if human rights are violated. Fortunately for perse- 
cuted peoples, this pretext ended with the end of the 
Cold War and violations of human rights are now 
considered grounds that permit intervention under any 
circumstances and conditions. 


The issuing of any law or piece of legislation, whether 
domestic or international, takes place because of partic- 
ular reasons, which are usually called ‘compelling rea- 
sons for legislation.” As we know, the compelling reasons 
for the Security Council’s issuing its resolution dealing 
with the imposition of the economic blockade against 
Iraq were to punish the Iraqi regime and to force it to 
comply with other resolutions that the Security Council 
had issued. The inclusion of the liberated areas of 
Kurdistan in the resolution imposing the blockade 
against Iraq is a tremendous injustice against the Kur- 
dish people. The reason for this is that the Kurdish 
people have never been part of this regime, but rather 
they have always been among their fundamental victims. 


Even with regard to the second war in the Gulf, which 
brought on the imposition of the blockade against Iraq, it 
is a fact that the Kurdish people participated in it only 
incidentally. This 1s because most of the Kurdish soldiers 
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gradually left the ranks of the Iraqi armed forces after 
Iraqi forces entered Kuwait. During the attack against 
the Iraqi forces on the night of 17 January 1991, most of 
the Kurdish soldiers had already left the ranks of the 
army. As we know, it is not right to punish a person or a 
party for a deed that that person or party has neither 
committed nor participated in committing, especially if 
the person or party is one of the foremost victims of the 
perpetrator—which, in this case, is the Iraqi regime. 


The Iraqi regime that began its invasion of Kuwait at the 
beginning of August 1990 had already begun its aggres- 
sion against the Kurdish people starting in the latter part 
of March 1975 by destroying its cities and villages and 
waging genocide against them. The result of this policy 
by the regime was the destruction of more than 4,500 
Kurdish villages and dozens of their principle towns, the 
killing of more than 100,000 Kurds in the notorious 
looting operations, chemicai attacks on Kurdish cities 
and towns, and the forced relocation of tens of thousands 
of Kurdish families to southern Iraq where they were 
forced to live in compulsory “collectives.”’ The imposi- 
tion of the international economic blockade on Kurdi- 
stan has led to punishing the victim instead of the 
criminal who has gotten off scot-free, except from the 
blockade—the effects of which are being suffered only by 
the Iraqi people in general, and the Kurdish people in 
particular because they are not included in the scope of 
government supply operations. 


One of the strange ironies is the fact that the Iraqi regime 
does not consider the liberated area of Kurdistan to be 
part of Iraq and treats it as if it were a hostile country. For 
this reason, the regime has proceeded to impose still 
another economic blockade on this area and is preventing 
food supplies, fuel, and fuel supplies fror: reaching 
Kurdistan. Recently it agreed to sell fuel and fuel supplies 
to the government of the territory of Kurdistan through 
the international aid organizations, which undertook to 
pay the Iraqi Government for these materials in U.S. 
dollars at official prices. The Iraqi Government took 
another despotic measure against the territory of Kurdi- 
stan when it made the decision to cancel the 25-dinar 
denomination of Iraqi currency in May of 1993 and then 
prevented people from Kurdistan from going to Baghdad 
to exchange the 25-dinar bills that they had in their 
possession. This hurt people very badly and inflicted 
great damage on Kurdistan’s economy—to the tune of 
hundreds of millions of Iraqi dinars. The Iraqi regime 
once again proved that it does not consider the people of 
Kurdistan to be Iraqi citizens, but rather as hostile 
foreigners. A Kurdish citizen feels this look of hostility 
when he is forced to cross the government “control 
points” where he is subjected to harsh treatment that is 
experienced only by foreigners who are from a hostile 
nation. There is absolutely no justification for the world 
community's insistence on maintaining the international 
economic blockade against Kurdistan on the pretext that 
it is part of Iraq. This is why we see numerous interna- 
tional circles and parliamentary figures and bodies in 
many countries demanding that the world community lift 
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this blockade against Kurdistan, particularly since the 
creation of a safe zone in Kurdistan for the purpose of 
protecting it from the aggression of the Iraqi regime has 
given an international dimension to Resolution 688 in 
order to grant it international protection. 


2) Compelling the Iraqi regime to lift the state of siege 
that it has imposed on Kurdistan. 


The imposition of the economic blockade against Kur- 
distan by the Iraqi regime was a despotic decision that is 
in violation of Security Council Resolution 688 both in 
letter and in spirit. The regime’s aim in imposing this 
blockade is to starve the people of Kurdistan and to 
drive them away from their homeland again. The [Secu- 
rity Council] resolution was supposed to prevent this. 
Ever since the Iraqi regime imposed the blockade against 
Kurdistan in early September of 1991, we were expecting 
the international organization to take the initiative to 
warn the Iraqi regime and tell it to lift the blockade, 
particularly since the leaders in Kurdistan demanded 
that this organization intervene with the Iraqi authori- 
ties in order to get the blockade lifted, especially with 
regard to fuel and fuel supplies. The Iraqi regime's 
decision to prevent fuel and fuel supplies from reaching 
Kurdistan has led to skyrocketing prices for these mate- 
rials. Before the blockade, gasoline used to cost 200 Iraqi 
fils per gallon, but now, after the imposition of the 
blockade against Kurdistan, a gallon of gasoline costs 60 
dinars and sometimes even more. The Iraqi regime's 
continual prevention of fuel and fuel supplies from 
reaching Kurdistan has led to the cutting down of trees in 
the forests in order that the wood be used as fuel during 
the long and very cold winters, and this has resulted in 
damage to the environment there. 


Lifting the international and Iraqi blockades against 
Kurdistan would make !t easier to rebuild the economic 
infrastructure that the regime previously destroyed, and 
would make it easier for people to go back to working in 
their fields, factories, and businesses and not be solely 
dependent on the humanitarian aid that international 
aid organizations are providing to them. 


3) The return of the tens of thousands of Kurdish 
families, which were relocated by force. to their Kurdish 
areas which are under the control of the Iraqi regime. 


The rebellion of 1991, which took place in all parts of 
Kurdistan, resulted in the liberation of all of Kurdistan, 
including the areas of Kirkuk, Khanaqin, and the Kur- 
dish areas in al-Mawsil. Then the Iraqi regime mounted 
a counterattack in which it used all types of heavy 
weapons and combat helicopters, and this enabled them 
to recover and reoccupy some of the Kurdish areas, 
particularly Kirkuk, Khanaqin, Shaykhan, Sinjar, and 
other areas. Ever since the regime reoccupied these 
Kurdish areas, the Kurds there have been subjected to 
very bad treatment. There are mass arrests and kidnap- 
pings, they are killed and their bodies are not cven 
handed over to their relatives, and whole residential 
areas are destroyed and their inhabitants are driven 
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away. The security forces in these Kurdish areas are also 
expelling the Kurds and forcing them to head for the 
liberated areas of Kurdistan after all their possessions 
have been taken away from them. Then Arab bedouins 
are brought in to occupy their houses and businesses. 
Intervention by international bodies to protect the 
Kurds in these Kurdish areas would be considered 
legitimate intervention within the framework of the 
concept of Resolution 688. 


The authorities have prevented these families, estimated 
to be in the tens of thousands, from returning to their 
homes in spite of the agreement that was signed by the 
Iraqi government and Kurdish leaders in May of 1991 
and in which the regime committed itself to allowing all 
Kurds to returr to their original places of residence. 
Among these Kurds, there are a lot of people who are 
afraid to return to their homes because they were soldiers 
who deserted or they took up arms against the regime 
during the March [1991] rebellion. All of these fami- 
lies—totalling more than three-quarters of a million 
Kurds who live in the liberated areas of Kurdistan— 
depend on the aid provided to them by the international 
aid organizations in order to survive. 


One of the basic aims of Resolution 688 is the return of 
all of these Kurdish families to the city of Kirkuk and the 
other Kurdish areas that are under the control of the 
Iraqi regime. For this reason, action should be taken to 
implement this humane demand before these people 
start slowly dying off. We should bear in mind that 
thousands of them have already died as a result of the 
spread of diseases and malnutrition, especially children 
and older people. But, if they return, this should be done 
under the permanent protection of international 
observers. This is something that the Iraqi regime has 
rejected so far, even though this measure is included in 
the concept of Resolution 688. 


4) The holding of general elections in Iraq under inter- 
national supervision. 


In practice, Resolution 688 dealing with guaranteeing 
human rights in Iraq can be carried out only by a 
government that represents all the people as a result of 
the holding of free elections in all parts of Iraq, but under 
international supervision. In this context, there should be 
a change in the current elections law, and the electoral 
districts in Iraq should be redistributed. The reason for 
this is that the current law was set up especially to have 
members of the ruling Ba’th Party become members of 
the National Council. For example, Paragraph 2 of 
Article 14 of Modified National Council Law No. 55 of 
1980 stipulates that a candidate for the above-mentioned 
council “have completed military service or have been 
exempted from it and not have committed the crime of 
desertion or failure to show up for military service during 
the time period of Saddam’s al-Qadisiyah [Iraq’s war 
with Iran].”” According to Iraqi law, this is considered to 
be a major crime punishable by execution in accordance 
with Law 137, which was issued on 13 December 1983. 
Paragraph 5 of the same article stipulates that a candidate 
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must “not have been convicted of the crime of conspiracy 
against the revolution of 17-30 July 1968 or the ruling 
regime, or the crime of attempting to overthrow it, or the 
crime of being in contact with foreign groups.”’ Paragraph 
9 of this article makes another stipulation, previously 
referred to, concerning the necessity that the candidate 
believe “in the aims and principles of the glorious revo- 
lution of 17-30 July.” 


These conditions naturally lead to keeping out all those 
who do not share the opinion of the ruling party con- 
cerning the war with Iran, “Saddam's al-Qadisiyah,” and 
the second Gulf war with Kuwait. 


Furthermore, the above-mentioned law stipulates the 
agreement of the “higher body that supervises elections” 
to applications for candidacy, and this higher body 
includes leading members of the ruling Ba’th Party and 
some ministers and national leaders. The above- 
mentioned body determines the names of the candidates 
and has the right to omit from the list of candidates any 
candidate who, in their view, “does not believe in the 
aims and principles of the glorious revolution of 17-30 
July.” Any person whose name is removed from the list 
of candidates has the right to protest this within three 
days before the Revolutionary Command Council, 
whose decision will then be final. 


From all of the above, it appears that it is impossible for 
non-members of the ruling Ba’th Party and persons who 
do not support its policies to become candidates for 
membership in the current National Council. For this 
reason, National Council Elections Law No. 55 of 1980 
should be completely changed. Furthermore, the elec- 
toral districts should be redistributed and there should 
be a return to the Chamber of Deputies elections law 
which was in effect before 1958, or else a new law should 
be legislated. 


Plight of Shiites, International Reaction Analyzed 


94LH0062A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 15 May 94 
p 16 


[Article by Yusuf al-Khu’i, prominent Iraqi Shiite at the 
Imam al-Khu’i Establishment in London: “The Persecu- 
tion of the Shiites Amid an Outcry and Foreign Silence™’] 


[Text] There are some basic assumptions concerning the 
Shiites of Iraq which are wrong and are based on 
utterances and analyses made by politicians and 
scholars, and which should be corrected from the outset: 


1) Shiites constitute the majority of the people of Iraq. 
but they are treated by the authorities as a deprived 
minority. 


2) The Shiites of Iraq are Arabs, and Iraq is the historical 
homeland of the Shiite movement. There are also [non- 
Arab] Shiite minorities in Iraq such as the al-Kurd 
al-Filiyah [as published] and the Turkoman Shiites. 
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3) The persecution of the Shiites of Iraq is being carried 
out not be Sunnis, whether Arabs or Kurds, but rather by 
a small tribal minority that is exercising absolute control 
over the nation. 


The reason for the organized persecution is to be found 
in some basic contradictions. We find the majority of the 
people totally excluded from participating in the formu- 
lation of the nation’s policy and the major administra- 
tion of this policy. The nation’s authority is a sectarian, 
tribal authority, the identity of the ruling party is secular, 
the state religion is Islam, the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Religious Affairs is in the hands of those whose doctrine 
is Sunni Hanafi, and most of the country’s people are 
Shiite Muslims. 


The Shiite Muslims are being subjected to a process of 
impoverishment and exclusion from government insti- 
tutions, and they are being subjected to campaigns that 
have the aim of tearing them apart as individuals, 
families, and as a community, whether they are in cities 
or in the marshes. This sectarian persecution is not 
limited to those who are religiously committed people or 
to religious establishments. It includes the Shiite masses 
of people in general, even those who have served in some 
of the government agencies, the army, the party, and the 
labor unions on the lower levels. 


The Shiites have suffered more from the dictatorship, 
because their numbers are greater, and because the ruling 
regime has made persecution of the Shiites a daily and 
all-encompassing practice. Deprivation of the Shiites has 
become a reality on which the instruments of higher 
authority [of the state] are based. 


It is difficult to bring up the topic of persecution of the 
Shiites in Iraq because of its extreme sensitivity and 
because of the hateful feuds of sectarianism that might 
be aroused. 


The person who benefits the most from not having this 
topic brought up and discussed is the dictator himself, 
and the only ones adversely affected are the people who 
are persecuted. We feel that the first step toward dealing 
with a problem is to acknowledge its existence, then 
assign a name to the problem, then define it in order that 
ways of dealing with it can be determined, and then 
begin solving it. 


Work should be done patiently and quietly with the 
parties concerned. The issue should be discussed and set 
forth in detail, and a dialogue should be opened in order 
to bring up the political, social, and religious problems 
that afflict the Shiites of Iraq. Then action should be 
taken to eliminate the historical and political injustice 
that has afflicted them. This action should be taken 
within the framework of a single nation and an advanced 
and civilized society which would permit freedom of 
expression and freedom of religion and guarantee civil 
and political rights to everyone. 


Frank discussion about the crisis of the Shiites in Iraq 
and open admission of one’s Shiite affiliation does not 
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mean that the identity of others will be assaulted or that 
discord will be stirred up. Any individual has the right to 
define himself in terms of his national origin, tribe, 
religious beliefs, or homeland. This does not constitute 
an assault upon, or provocation aimed at, others. 
Bringing up the problem of the Shiite crisis, assigning it 
a name, and demanding that the people of the nation 
solve it, does not mean that dealing with the crisis 
involves the creation of another type of political sect. 
The solution is not to be found in mounting a counter- 
attack, nor do we call for a sectarian constitution. What 
we are Calling for is to safeguard the freedom of individ- 
uals and the institutions of society within the framework 
of a single nation and to safeguard the civil, political, and 
religious rights of all sects. 


We feel called upon to do justice te the truth, because we 
know that the Shiites are not a group of people with a 
new and heretical doctrine that has just come upon the 
scene. Their doctrine is one of the oldest in Islam and 
one of the most all-embracing schools of thought in 
terms of clarification of the faith, and they constitute the 
great majority of the people of Iraq. 


In public life, they have been like other people in that 
some of them are open-minded and others are fanatical, 
some of them are guilty of excesses whereas others 
believe in brotherhood [with others], and some of them 
are tolerant whereas others are zealots. But, in general, 
Shiites act as people who are oppressed and ruled, and 
thus they are inclined to call for the holding of a 
dialogue, casting fanaticism aside, and submitting to the 
logic of reason, equality, justice, love, and peace. 


In spite of the fact that the Shiites constitute a very old 
and authentic sect in Arab and Islamic history, they have 
remained far from the limelight of the world throughout 
this century. Also, there has been [in terms of informa- 
tion] a blackout against them in the countries where they 
live and among their compatriots, such that people have 
only very limited and faulty knowledge about them. 


During the last few years, the word ‘Shiite’ in most 
countries has become synonymous with extremism, vio- 
lence, terrorism, etc. Furthermore, another view, which 
is mistaken and which is no less important than the one 
mentioned above, has become predominant, and it 1s a 
view from which the Shiites still suffer. It is the fact that 
Shiites’ patriotism is questioned and they are accused of 
being loyal to Iran, and the Shiite masses are looked 
upon as extremists and terroristic minorities who 
threaten the security and stability of the Middle East. 


It is for this reason that Saddam Husayn has utilized these 
mistaken views and unfounded fears concerning the Shi- 
ites to his own benefit, he has acted with great skill to feed 
these views and to attempt to prove that they are true. and 
he has committed crimes against humanity and accused 
the Shiites of having committed these crimes. 
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The result of all of this has been that a thick curtain has 
obscured the importance of the Shiites’ positive presence, 
unjustified questions have been raised, and sanction has 
been given to attempts to create a distorted image of the 
people who belong to this branch of Islam. At the very 
least, they are approached with wariness and caution, and 
at the worst they are treated very negatively and are the 
victims of suppression and torture. The most prominent 
example of this extreme negative approach was the 
crushing of the rebellion of the people of Iraq in February 
of 1991. For them this was a human and historic catas- 
trophe in which the religious centers, mosques, Shiite 
gathering places, holy shrines, institutions of learning, 
clergymen, and the Shiite masses were subjected to 
destruction and genocide and their vital centers were 
crushed, and the world has hardly seen anything like it 
during modern history. The world looked on with silence 
while this great tragedy was happening to our Shiite 
Muslim Arab brethren on all levels. Anyone who reads the 
history of modern irag will find that the Shiites of Iraq and 
their clergymen played a major role in the struggle against 
foreign occupation and imperialism and participated in 
the liberation of Irag. And the fatwas [religious orders] 
issued by Shiite clergymen dealing with the holy war 
against foreign occupation in Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, 
Libya, and Arab North Africa greatly influenced the feel- 
ings of the Shiite people. Historically it is a fact that the 
Shiite clergymen played a pioneering role in the process of 
human and cultural development in the Arab world. 
Anyone can attest to the fact that the Shiite clergymen and 
imams wrote all sorts of works in the fields of science and 
literature and works in the field of religion that dealt with 
Islamic jurisprudence, principles of the faith, interpreta- 
tion of the Koran, and [Islamic] philosophy. 


And now we are bidding farwell to the 20th century in 
which we saw the occurrence of the world revolution in 
communications between nations that has led to con- 
stant human activity and caused the nations of the world 
to become opened up to each other. We also saw the 
establishment of the UN, which brought up the issue of 
human rights and freedoms, and dozens of public orga- 
nizations and bodies were established to defend the 
rights of the oppressed. Also, public conferences and 
councils have been held in order to help curtail the 
injustice that has been the lot of those who generally 
have been people who have been deprived, by virtue of 
their tragic situation, of even the most basic opportuni- 
ties—available in some nations—to have their com- 
plaints and cries against injustice be heard. 


In spite of all this, the Shiites of Iraq still are suffering the 
greatest hardships, in addition to what they used to 
suffer because of the gulf between them and the ruling 
regimes. It is very unfortunate that this feeling has not 
been restricted to political establishments and govern- 
ments. It has also been found in many civil and religious 
circles and even in some establishments that are charac- 
terized by open-mindedness such as universities and 
other organizations that usually sympathize with 
oppressed peoples. There is no doubt that the atmo- 
sphere that accompanied the birth of the Islamic 


JPRS-NEA-94-034 
29 June 1994 


Republic in Iran played a majer role in causing these 
negative and tens. attitudes to become worse than they 
were previously. With no justification at all, the Shiites 
of Iraq have had to bear the brunt of this. They have 
even been hit with the accusation, in general and in 
particular, that they constitute a danger, that they are 
terrorists, and the like. The oppressed [Shiite] nation has 
paid, and still pays, the price of this. 


The Shiites of Iraq today are being subjected to persecu- 
tion, expulsion, suffering, slow death, mass killings, and 
deprivation of the most elementary human rights and the 
right of citizenship because the world still is indifferent 
to their suffering, due to seciarian, political, and geo- 
graphical considerations. 


In spite of informational blackout attempts, the world 
has clearly witnessed the use of incendiary bombs and 
lethal weapons by the Iraqi regime [against the Shiites]. 
They have been used to commit genocide against 
peaceful communities of inhabitants of a particular 
ethnic or religious origin, and human communities have 
been destroyed by artillery shelling and draining the 
waters of the marshes in southern Iraq. The world has 
also seen tanks crush and destroy academic and cultural 
establishments and public libraries, it has seen holy 
shrines, places of worship, cemeteries, and Shiite gath- 
ering places desecrated, and it has seen the killing and 
arrest of clergymen, tribal chieftains, and ordinary 
people in vicious and all-encompassing attacks against 
the Shiites and the cultural heritage and legacy of the 
members of the Shiite community. In addition to all 
these crimes, there has been followed, on the pretext of 
the economic boycott, a policy of plunging most of the 
Shiites into a condition of starvation because of the sect 
to which they belong, while a very small minority of 
them live in comfort, oppressing the others. Iraq's 
prisons are still full of thousands of innocent people, 
including more than 100 Shiite clergymen from the 
Imam al-Khu’i School in al- Najaf, which is one of the 
most venerable of Islamic schools in terms of its heritage 
and contributions to civilization, and is on a par with the 
university of al-Azhar. Saddam Husayn’s regime pro- 
ceeded to destroy this thousand-year-old school, burn its 
public libraries, and imprison those from the institution. 


It is clear that what is happening to the Shiites of Iraq 
today constitutes a clear violation of the paragraphs of the 
International Declaration on Human Rights and the rights 
of minorities that appear in the documents of the UN. We 
hope that this exceptional situation will be studied and 
dealt with, and that the necessary proposals will be put 
forth in order to prevent the repetition and continuation of 
this tragic situation in Iraq and other countries. 


ISRAEL 


Test of U.S. Resolve, North Korea Not Normandy 
944A0073B Tel Aviv HA‘ARETZ in Hebrew 
5 Jun 94 p BI 


[Article by Ury Nir: “The Reminder of Normandy] 
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[Text] Washington—A wave of heroic nostalgia is 
sweeping America these days on the eve of the celebra- 
tions of the anniversary of the landing of the Allied 
forces at Normandy. Memorial ceremonies and lectures 
in the schools, films about World War II on television 
stations, and special supplements in the daily and weekly 
press. But these celebrations, especially the share of the 
administering of them, are full of irony. For if the 
invasion of Normandy, the beginning of the end of 
World War II, symbolized the beginning of 50 years of 
active American intervention overseas, the Clinton 
administration constitutes the end of that era, and the 
allies of the United States again yearn for determined 
American leadership. 


In recent weeks, the Clinton administration has lost yet 
another large measure of prestige and strength overseas. 
From Korea to Haiti, from China to Bosnia, the foes of 
the U.S.A. are learning that it is possible, and sometimes 
even worthwhile, to oppose it. Its friends are learning 
that it 1s difficult to rely on it. As the days of the Clinton 
administration go by, it becomes clearer that what 
appeared to his predecessor, George Bush, as a mission, 
appears to Clinton as a nuisance. 


On his way to the White House, Clinton thought, justi- 
fiably, that the American public held the strength of the 
president in the internal sphere to be more important 
than his power overseas. Now it is becoming clear to him 
that the slogan “It’s the economy, stupid” was a good 
election slogan that blew the right wind in the sails of his 
campaign, but in the White House it is turning into a 
squall that 1s liable even to throw its passengers over- 
board. The public opinion polls prove that Clinton’s 
weakness in the foreign sphere is not overlooked by the 
public and impairs his popularity. 


The American people are indeed more interested in 
internal matters than foreign affairs, but it wants to see a 
strong, determined, and proud president. Clinton’s weak 
hesitation in the sphere of foreign relations, therefore, 
harms not only the image of the U.S.A. in the world, but 
also his own image. 


When the subject is humanitarian failures of the admin- 
istration, which was supposed to stress this aspect in its 
foreign policy, so be it. President Clinton did not make 
even one harsh denunciation of the insane genocide 
raging in Rwanda. As far as intervention, it 1s under- 
stood that there is nothing to talk about. 


When the President disavows his promises to exert 
heavy pressure on China in the area of human rights, so 
be it. When the military junta in Haiti mocks loudly the 
promises of the American President to return Jean 
Bertrand Aristide to the presidency, so be it. Clinton’s 
image can be forgiven. To a certain extent, America’s 
image, as well. But when things get to the point of a 
threat to world peace, the negligence of the world’s only 
superpower 1s criminal negligence. 


The reference is to the North Korean crisis—the events 
around the efforts for nuclear armament of Pyongyang 
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have become complicated, and the dynamic of the events 
1s too complicated for the American press to give them 
proper coverage. It may be assumed that the majority of 
the American public is not completely aware that an 
isolaied state, with an unstable regime, about develop- 
ments in which there 1s scanty intelligence information, 
is developing nuclear weapons under the nose of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency [IAEA] and 1s 
threatening explicitly to use them against one of the 
main allies of America, South Korea. 


The present crisis is going on in a region of the highest 
strategic importance to the United States. Again and 
again, the North Koreans are going against the U.S.A. 
and the entire world, either by selling ballistic missiles to 
countries like Iran and Syria, or by their nuclear tricks. 


Washington's policy of appeasement has failed. “For 
every step that we take in order to slow (the North 
Koreans’ nuclear race) they take two steps in order to 
speed the process,” said the American expert on nuclear 
affairs Leonard Spector, in an interview with THE NEW 
YORK TIMES. Even after the director-general of the 
IAEA, Hans Blix, announced last Friday that its inspec- 
tion delegation cannot carry out its mission properly 
because the North Koreans are deliberately speeding up 
the pace of the refueling of the reactor at the Yongbyon 
site, Washington responded slowly and moderately. The 
Security Council was only convened three days later, and 
the announcement that it issued was a call to North 
Korea to slow the process, and not a warning that 
contained a threat. 


Clearly, there is no quick and easy solution to the 
problem of North Korea. The way to handle Pyongyang’s 
nuclear refusal must be many-sided, and it must rely on 
cooperation of the countries of the region, especiall’ of 
Japan and China. The main deficiency of the Clinton 
administration in the foreign sphere is its weakness in 
creating international coalitions. This weakness reflects 
the entire range of problems of the administration in the 
foreign sphere. For the building of a coali‘ion requires 
trust and credibility between Washington and each of the 
potential members of the coalition, and such credibility 
is built up by a strong and stable foreign policy. by 
determination and perseverance, by radiating leader- 
ship. These characteristics are lacking in the relations of 
the U.S.A. both with its friends and with its rivals. 


China celebrated recently the victory of its strong stand 
against the hesitant American pressures in the sphere of 
human rghts, when Clinton ended the connection 
between the trade relations with Beijing and the human 
rights situation there. The U.S.A.’s European allies 
“reached the conclusion that they cannot work construc- 
tively with this administration,” in the words of the 
commentator Jim Hoagland in the newspaper THE 
WASHINGTON POST, “and they are simply trying to 
suffer it in silence.” 
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The place to rehabilitate the credibility of the United 
States is not the blood-soaked shores of Normandy, but 
the Korean peninsula. 


Trend Toward ‘New Zionism,’ ‘Fresh Leadership’ 
944A0072B Tel Aviv HATZOFE in Hebrew 
2 Jun 94 p3 


[Article by Tzvi Moses] 


[Text] The swift-moving events of our generation are 
producing rapid changes demanding a high level of 
adjustment. The outstanding example of this is the 
technological-economic sphere, which is indirectly 
affecting our social and spiritual life. Our language and 
the culture of interpersonal relations are changing, with 
implications for the political and national sphere as well. 


Hayim Ramon overran the old and hated fort of the 
Histadrut and gave a green light to speeding up replace- 
ment of the leadership of the old and intermediate 
generations. We can look foiward to further assaults 
bringing down the strongholds of the old Zionism, to 
dissolution of the Histadrut, the Palmach, which had 
seemed wiped out to all of us, the Jewish Agency and the 
rest of Zionism’s archaeological relics. In his imp'lsive 
reaction to the state comptroller, Rabin reminded 
everyone that he still belongs to the old Palmach boys. 
The terms “monkey’s uncle” and “drivel” are indeed 
native Israeli, but old-fashioned. 


The right camp is stuck in a desperate struggle to block 
the “peace train,” which naturally, and as expected, has 
been built in and stops at the Gaza and Jericho stations. 
One may hope for “Gaza and Jericho first—and last,” at 
least during the current government’s term. 


The right camp, in its conservatism, must not preserve 
the party institutions’ outdated structure. National feed- 
back circles must be created, the public must be stirred 
with ideas. Perhaps the Meymad movement and the 
Takhelet circle will generate momentum leading, in 
time, to “new life” in the center and the right, but every 
other initiative and mass ferment is to be blessed 1n this 
transition period. 


Religious Zionism finds itself at a crossroads. The NRP’s 
[National Religious Party] exclusion from the govern- 
ment is causing a crisis in many spheres of activity in 
which the national religious public [as published] had 
been a leading factor. One may hope that the natural 
processes that will make “Gaza and Jericho first—and 
last” will enable a new settlement scheme to take the 
socioideological place of religious Zionism. The time has 
come to mark whether the national religious public is 
advancing religious Zionism or, on the contrary, burying 
it in a corner of the national right. In the past, the role of 
“counterweight” permitted religious Zionism to stand in 
the center of the map. It may be that what is needed 
today is integration into the major parties in order to 
spearhead the new Zionism. This issue must be put on 
the agenda in the upcoming party elections. The national 
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religious public’s success depends on the extent of the 
public’s disgust with the big parties, but on the scale of a 
midsize to small party, a situation will be perpetuated in 
which the national religious public exists by grace of the 
government. 


One of the areas in which the NRP is an initiator and 
leader is that of immigration and Jewish-Israeli activity 
within the former Soviet Union. The Labor Party’s myopia 
on this issue is typified by the conduct and attitude of 
Deputy Education Minister Mikha Goldman, and reached 
a peak regarding youth immigration, about which I wrote 
in a previous article (published 12 May 1994). In that 
article, I called for “new life” in the Jewish Agency and for 
youth immigration with Rabin in peace. The reply of Eli 
"Amir, who is in charge of youth immigration, to the article 
National Project,“* which was published in HATZOFE on 
26 May 1994, argues for a “national monopoly™ of the 
Jewish Agency and youth immigration. This monopoly 1s a 
sure prescription for atrophy, mediocrity, and a low level 
of services. There is no need in the modern period and the 
current situation of ’expiatory fowl to engage in a “cock 
fight’*; what we need is to foster a healthy competition 
between two plans. In the case of immigration and tami- 
gration 16, the very one who feared a professional icfeat 
took advantage of his proximity to authoritv 2nd © otained 
a political, nonprofessional decision. Israeli society's great 
fear is that the “expiatory fowl’ of the various immigra- 
tion bureaus will undergo a negative psychological process 
of “identifying with the aggressor,” the authority culture of 
those who receive them. Such psychological dynamics will 
perpetuate the culture of “expiatory fowl,’ and the only 
thing that will change is the sacrifice of the week. 


Eli “Amir’s rhetoric demonstrates that he has become 
more of a Mapainik than the Mapainiks. That is not big 
news for students of youth immigration. On the con- 
trary, the culture of immigration absorption in Israel, 
which is causing an outbreak of delayed aggression by 
those absorbed, and by no means in creative and positive 
channels, has to be changed. We need a culture of 
authority and absorption that is more refined, one in 
which Israeli society imbues immigrants with esprit de 
corps and opens itself to study and change. Direct, open 
and mutual absorption, not haughty and unilateral pro- 
vision of shelter. The challenge for Yehi’el Leqet, acting 
chairman of the Jewish Agency, is to take measures 
before it is too late and to make reforms that will prevent 
him from being branded with the image of ‘the Haber- 
feld of the Jewish Agency.” He now has on his desk the 
problem of youth immigration, which is one of the tests 
of his ability to absorb the spirit of the times. 


Rabin, who 1s fighting for his position against ‘Arafat, 
and was dragged down to ‘Arafat's level of expression in 
Johannesburg, is incapable meanwhile of rising above 
himself, neither with youth immigration nor with the 
Palmach, not even at the expense of ‘Arafat and the 
PLO. As the leader of a modern state with a new spirit, 
a vast center of power residing in his office, he finds it 
difficult to break free of both the near past, the Rabin- 
Peres camp, and the remote past, the days of the Pal- 
mach and the victory of the Six-Day War. Perhaps we are 
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dealing with a crisis intrinsic in the office, as Nahum 
Barne’a and Shim'’on Schiffer have analyzed in 
YEDI’OT AHARONOT, but the fear still exists that the 
problem is a deeper psychopolitical one. It is difficult to 
see how, without advisers and strong-willed younger 
men, he can adapt to a changing reality and guide a new 
Zionism, a Zionism that embraces management of a 
modern competitive economy and breathes fresh ideas 
into national values. It is reasonable to suppose, there- 
fore, that new Zionism depends on “new life’ and a 
young, fresh leadership. 


Jerusalem Said To Cause Inter-Arab Tensions 


94440073C Tel Aviv ‘AL HAMISHMAR (Sabbath 
Supplement) in Hebrew 3 Jun 94 p 8 


[Article by Pinhas "Inbary: “Among Themselves”’] 


[Text] One does not have to be a prophet in order to 
know that the problem of Jerusalem will not wait until 
the time that was determined for it in the Oslo agree- 
ments, and that earlier than can be imagined, Israeli will 
have to seriously discuss possible solutions. Despite all 
the strident declarations, and the swearing of oaths by 
these or other Israeli leaders on the issue of Jerusalem, it 
must be clear to everyone: without a solution that will 
satisfy the Arabs, not only will there be no permanent 
solution for the Palestinian problem, but also the entire 
peace process cannot be realized, in the final analysis. 


In fact, already this week one aspect of the problem of 
Jerusalem arose when Israel warned Palestinians not to 
establish the institutions of the Gaza and Jericho region in 
East Jerusalem. Doubt arose as to the status of the center 
of the Palestinian delegation in Orient House. To the 
Palestinians, it seemed that Israel was demanding the 
closure of Orient House, and they announced that this 
center was established before the Oslo and the Cairo 
agreements, and, therefore, those agreements have no 
standing regarding everything connected with its activity. 


When the matters are clarified with the Israeli sources, 
it turns out that Orient House indeed constitutes a 
serious problem for Israel. But what especially angered 
Israel were two orders of the PLO leader, Yasir ’Arafat, 
regarding the establishing of Palestinian institutions in 
East Jerusalem—one of the 20th of the month, on the 
establishing of a statistical center attached to Orient 
House, and the second of 16 January, regarding the 
establishing of an institution for environmental 
research, headed by Dr. Gi’ad Ishak, the head of the 
Palestinian delegation to the talks on matters of envi- 
ronmental quality, within the framework of the multi- 
national convention. Out of this Israeli-Palestinian 
dispute an additional impression is liable to arise, as if 
the struggle for Jerusalem is mainly between Israel and 
the Arabs. But reality is much more complicated, and 
one of the main problems that will confront Israel one 
day will be the lack of an Arab address that is agreed to 
by all of the Arab forces. 
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A Nucleus for an Alternative Leadership 


On 30 May, the daily AL-QUDS published a small item, 
according to which the PLO is preparing the file on the 
Muslim Waaf and the Christian property in East Jerus- 
alem for the discussions about Jerusalem in the stage of 
the talks on the permanent arrangement. Dr. Walid 
Khalidi is preparing this file, after he searched for about 
a year in the Khalidi library in the Old City. Khalidi, 
according to the report, will join the Palestinian delega- 
tion on the permanent talks. 


The item seems innocent, but it is not. This, in fact, is a 
declaration of war over the status of Jordan, as the Waqf 
administration in East Jerusalem is attached to the 
Jordanian ministry of religions, and King Hussein has 
emphasized the Hashemites’ historical responsibility for 
the holy places in Jerusalem. The choice of Dr. Khalidi 
also is not innocent, because his family is related to the 
Arab military leader Khaled Ben al-Walid, one of the 
Muslim conquerors of Jerusalem in the time of the Calif 
‘Omar. It is still too early to determine whether Dr. 
Khalidi will indeed be ready to join the war between the 
PLO and Jordan over the representation of the Jerus- 
alem problem, but the smell of gunpowder is already in 
the air—not between Israel and the Arabs, but precisely 
between the PLO and Jordan. 


*Arafat’s two orders, which were the reason for the 
unofficial Israeli warning, are also not innocent. Al- 
Husayni and Ashrawi made it clear that Orient House 
was established before the Oslo agreements, while ’Ara- 
fat’s orders were issued after Oslo. 


It is customary to regard al-Husayni as Arafat's repre- 
sentative in East Jerusalem, and Orient House as a direct 
branch of Tunis. There is no doubt that al-Husayni 
represents the PLO, and his political battles are within 
the framework of the PLO and on behalf of the PLO. But 
in the struggles within the PLO, al-Husayni and ‘Arafat 
are in Opposing camps. There is no PLO decision to 
establish a center for the Palestinian delegation, and the 
vague name “Orient House” is not accidental. “Arafat 
relates to al-Husayni and to the center that he established 
in East Jerusalem as the nucleus for an alternative 
leadership, and this center worries ‘Arafat no less than 
Israel. Not a small portion of the heating up of the 
problem of the status of Orient House does not only stem 
from objective reasons. This does not mean that ‘Arafat 
is seeking to repress the problem of Jerusalem—the 
contrary is true—but that he wants to lead a struggle that 
will overshadow Orient House. ’Ar’afat’s determination 
to move forward the dealing with the status of Jerusalem 
stems, apparently, from his desire not to allow Orient 
House to lead this struggle. 


As far as 1s known, the PLO did not give a penny of 
support for Orient House, and it is rather indifferent to 
the sight of its economic difficulties. It seems that all of 
the support that al-Husayni has received for the mainte- 
nance of Orient House has come from the Gulf. lhe 
institution, in any event, is still sunk in debts. 
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Al-Husayni Versus al-Rajub 


The status of Orient House arises now also due to the 
internal Palestinian struggle in the territories. Among the 
changes that occurred recently was the return of the chief 
of the Palestinian Shabak in the West Bank, Jibril 
al-Rajub. About a week ago, al-Husayni participated 
alongside al-Rajub, in the ceremony for the founding of 
the Palestinian Shabak office in Jericho. In front of those 
present, a dispute arose between these two. Al-Rajub 
said that he would extend his authority also to Jerusa- 
lem. Al-Husayni interrupted and said that the Orient 
House was established before Oslo and Cairo, and that, 
consequently, those agreements do not apply to it. 
Therefore, in the battle for Jerusalem are participating 
not only PLO factors inside and outside, but also persons 
who are struggling for supremacy in the territories, such 
as al-Husayni and al-Rajub. This competition has led to 
al-Husayni being compelled to take up al-Rajub’s chal- 
lenge, and that was the source of the concern of the 
minister of police, Moshe Shahal, over establishing Pal- 
estinian police frameworks in Jerusalem. 


This internal competition also has inter-Arab implica- 
tions. In getting organized against Jordan, “Arafat seeks 
the aid of Saudi Arabia, while al-Husayni’s relations with 
Jordan are improving. ’Arafat’s courting of Saudi Arabia 
have not yet borne real fruit, and even after the meeting 
between ‘Arafat and King Fahd, Saudi Arabia’s assis- 
tance to the PLO remains very limited. 


At the basis of the struggle between the Hashemites and 
the Saudis is the struggle over the legitimacy of the 
guardians of the hoiy places. Saudi Arabia is under- 
mining Jordan’s status in Jerusalem, in order to defend 
its legitimacy in Hijaz, from which it expelled the 
Hashemites at the turn of the century. King Hussein 
recently expressed several times a formula, which could 
bring about a reconciliation with the Saudis. He referred 
on two occasions to King Fahd as “the servant of the 
holy places” (in Hijaz). Recently, King Hussein also did 
not repeat his anti-Saudi rhetoric, and the impression 
was made as if the efforts at reconciliation between the 
two dynasties are continuing. 


‘Just Not the PLO’ 


On the question of who will represent the Arabs on the 
subject of Jerusalem, it 1s impossible to err regarding 
Jordan’s position—just not the PLO. Against the PLO 
formula, which ‘Arafat repeated on Wednesday—that 
Jerusalem 1s the capital of the Palestinian state—Jordan 
states that the sovereignty over the holy places is only 
“for God.” That is, 1t presents a formula of interreligious 
administration, whose nature is not yet clear. If, indeed, 
there are secret contacts for reconciliation between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, it may be that the two states 
are discussing the nature of this administration, without 
the participation of the PLO. ‘Arafat himself admitted, 
at one of his meetings with the Palestinian delegation last 
year, that all of the Arab states—including Morocco and 
Syria—do not support the establishing of a Palestinian 
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capital in Jerusalem, but rather Jerusalem being a pan- 
Arab and pan-Muslim center. 


That position has a practical implication: for a long time, 
the PLO has sought to convene in Jerusalem a large and 
impressive economic conference, with central personal- 
ities such as Abu al-’Ala, but the conference was post- 
poned repeatedly. Recently, there has again been talk of 
its convening, but Palestinian economic sources 
informed ‘AL-HAMISHMAR that one of the reasons for 
the repeated postponements is Jordan’s opposition to 
this conference in Jerusalem and not in ‘Amman. 


Jordan has not yet revealed all of its cards. It should be 
noted that it is trying to convince the Palestinians, as 
much as it can, to transfer the center of their political 
activities to Ramallah. According to Palestinian sources, 
Jordan is promising the Palestinians that the day will 
come when it will put on the negotiating table a proposal 
to extend Jerusalem’s borders to Ramallah and Bethle- 
hem; the Palestinian capital will be, from Israel's view- 
point, in Ramallah, but from the viewpoint of the Arab 
world it will be in Jerusalem; the holy places in Beth- 
lehem would be included in the arrangement for inter- 
communal administration of the Old City. Meanwhile, 
the PLO is not accepting this position. 


One way or another, the negotiations over Jerusalem 
have, in fact, already begun, not in an orderly manner, 
and not by purely diplomatic means—but it is a multi- 
lateral struggle: not only between the Arabs and Israel, 
but among themselves. 


MOROCCO 


Privatization Efforts, Economic Growth Reported 


94AF0208A Paris LE MONDE in French 24 May 94 
pls 


[Article by special correspondent Jean-Pierre Tuquoi: 
‘Morocco Beginning To Obtain Encouraging Economic 
Results” —first paragraph is LE MONDE introduction] 


[Text] After 10 years of structural adjustment, Morocco 
is showing some encouraging economic results. Stimu- 
lated by an unusually good agricultural season, growth 
for 1994 should be close to 10 percent. But much 
remains to be done to overcome poverty, which has 
declined only slightly in recent years... 


Casablanca—A largely agricultural country, Morocco 1s 
highly dependent on the weather, which has not been 
kind to the country recently, with severe drought two 
years in a row. By contrast, 1994 shows signs of being an 
exceptionally good year, with a cereal harvest that could 
approach 100 million quintals, compared to less than 30 
million the previous year. 


The entire economy will get a shot in the arm from the 
“harvest of the century.”” With a bit of luck, the country’s 
growth rate—depressingly negative for the last two 
years—could exceed 10 percent in 1994, according to 
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unofficial projections. Such good news could not come at 
a better time for Morocco, which after defaulting on its 
international payments in 1983 ended up spending 10 
years implementing a structural adjustment plan under 
the aegis of the World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 


To judge by macroeconomic indicators, the austerity 
cure has borne fruit. The budget deficit is small (less than 
2 percent of GDP in 1994 versus 13 percent in 1986), 
inflation is moderate, debt service absorbs a smaller and 
smaller share of export earnings, hard-currency reserves 
are up, and the national currency, the dirham, is well on 
its way to complete convertibility. 


One sign of the international community’s newfound 
confidence in Morocco: The country is beginning to 
attract foreign capital. The sums involved are still rela- 
tively modest: $500 million in investments last year, or 
about 3 billion [French] francs. But they have been 
enough to stabilize the balance of payments. More 
important, the totals are growing rapidly: “Between 1990 
and 1994, foreign investment increased fivefold,” says 
Mohammed Sagou, minister of finance. This manna 
should have a tonic effect on the Casablanca Stock 
Exchange. The exchange, housed in a splendid colonial 
edifice in the heart of the nation’s economic capital, has 
never regained the luster of its earliest days, nearly six 
decades ago. Today, it rouses from its torpor for only one 
hour a day, in late afternoon, when some twenty stock 
brokers—one of them a woman—gather around the 
brokers’ enclosure the way friends congregate at a cafe. 


Accelerate Privatization 


More than 60 enterprises are listed on the official 
exchange, but in practice trading is limited to about 
twenty of them. And such transactions! The banks, 
which are the primary shareholders, are extremely con- 
servative and can seldom be induced to sell any of their 
stock, for reasons having to do with the cost of transac- 
tions (there are ten offers to purchase for every offer of 
sale). The dearth of stock fuels a steady increase in share 
prices. ‘On average since 1987, the index has risen close 
to 30 percent per year,” says Amyn Alami, a young 
“golden boy” [preceding words in English] schooled in 
Paris whose ambition is to start a merchant bank in his 
native Morocco. 


Artisanal and speculative, the Casablanca Exchange 
aspires to expansion and respectability. And it its 
counting on the privatization of state-owned enterprises 
to make it happen. In fact, privatization was launched 
close to four years ago, but progress has been so slow that 
to date only about a dozen enterprises—a number of 
them hotels—have been turned over to the private sector 
and (in some cases) listed on the stock exchange. “We're 
going to speed things up dramatically,” says privatiza- 
tion minister Abderrahmane Saidi. “The law calls for 
privatizing 112 enterprises between now and the end of 
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1995. We will go even further. Already we are working 
on the next list. And every sector of activity will be 
considered.” 


The next series of privatizations will focus on the 
banking and financial system, in particular four banks' 
from which the state plans to disengage only partly. 
Other enterprises to be privatized include National 
Investment Company (SN1), a ubiquitous holding com- 
pany involved in everything from agrofood to finance, 
and BTP [? 4-10 years treasury bonds], which Mr. Saadi 
does not hesitate to describe as a “pure jewel.”’ SNI's 
value will be determined, in late June, by an appraisers’ 
council composed of “men completely above suspicion,” 
in hopes of bringing in private shareholders by Sep- 
tember, the minister said. As in earlier privatizations, 
procedures will be modeled on the French practice, with 
creation of a “hard core” [1.e. long-term, big invesiors] 
and mechanisms to facilitate employee stock acquisi- 
tion. 


“Over the next two years, the number of firms quoted on 
the exchange will double,” swears its director-general, 
Abderrazak Laraki. To prepare for the future, new 
equipment is being acquired—Reuter screens have 
started springing up around the central enclosure—and 
‘here are ambitious plans to relocate the exchange to an 
.tramodern building. 


Most important, a suitable juridical environment 1s 
being fashioned, with everything from SICAYVs [short- 
term mutual funds] and common money market funds to 
new accounting standards and an “ethics council” to 
ensure transparency of transactions. The council has its 
work cut out for it. Witness the example of CTM 
{Moroccan Transport Company], the national transport 
company privatized (successfully) just a year ago. “The 
company waited until 1994 to publish its 1992 financial 
position data,” notes Jalal Houti, manager of Morocco’s 
leading brokerage firm, Upline Securities. 


The success of the exchange revitalization will be judged 
by how attractive it proves to foreign investors. The 
latter, so far, are not exactly falling over themselves to 
rush in—but neither are they turning their backs. Two 
SICAVs specializing in Moroccan securities have made 
their appearance in France in recent months; this spring, 
Salomon Brothers (United States) in partnership with 
ONA [North African Holding Company], Morocco’s 
biggest private group, launched a $100-million fund. a 
part of which will be invested on the exchange: and 
financier George Soros has announced he would enter 
into discussions “with Moroccan governmental authori- 
ties on ways to participate in the privatizations.” 


In Morocco, the first privatizations excited more than 
just polite curiosity. More than 11,000 persons bought 
shares in CTM, and 15,000 purchased stock in SOFAC- 
Credit, a consumer loan company. All the same, little 1s 
really known about the new shareholders. Are they—as 
claims Abdelmajid Bouzoubaa, secretary-general of the 
CDT [Democratic Labor Confederation]J—members of 
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the “comprador bourgeoisie’’? Or do they belong to that 
“middle class” that is already becoming an economic 
reality and someday will be a political force too? Socio- 
logical investigation is needed to answer that question. 


Footnote 


' Peoples Central Bank (BCP), Moroccan Foreign Trade 
Bank (BMCE), Building and Hotel Credit Company, and 
National Economic Development Bank. 


[box, p 15] 


World Bank Report 


Since the mid-1980’s, poverty in Morocco has declined. A 
generation ago, per capita GDP was only $500, and 6.5 
million people were classed as “underprivileged.” By 
1991, the GDP had doubled, and only half as many people 
were living in poverty. But, as the World Bank is careful to 
note in a report—‘‘Kingdom of Morocco: Poverty, Adjust- 
ment, and Growth”—published early this year, that rep- 
resents only a “slight improvement,” since close to 1.7 
million people are living so close to the economic edge 
that they must be classified as “almost poor.” 


Unsurprisingly, the World Bank attributes Morocco’s 
successes—obtained despite a very high rate of demo- 
graphic growth and restrictions imposed by the adjust- 
ment policy—to a series of governments that were able 
to ‘stabilize the economy...undertake far-reaching struc- 
tural reforms, and...maintain high economic growth.” 


The report highlights the growing disparities between 
urban and rural areas. ‘“‘Poverty in Morocco is increas- 
ingly a rural phenomenon,” the bank observes. 


According to its calculations, seven out of 10 poor 
Moroccans live in rural areas. Another cleavage—and 
Moroccan leaders are well aware of it—is seen in the 
contrast between rich urban coastal areas, where the 
poor are no more than 5 percent of the population, and 
rural areas in north-central, eastern, and south-central 
Morocco, where poverty afflicts almost one out of every 
four inhabitants. 


To ameliorate living conditions among the most disad- 
vantaged, the bank preaches maintaining, to the max- 
imum extent possible, sustained economic growth (“the 
most effective long-term cure for poverty’’), while at the 
same time implementing specific programs to upgrade 
rural areas. For example, to slow down the rural exodus, 
the report suggests reducing the current 50-percent gap 
between the minimum industrial wage and its agricul- 
tural equivalent. To deal with unemployment, a scourge 
that weakens the country and hits hardest those least able 
to cope, the bank urges Morocco to follow the example of 
other countries and expand public works programs “that 
employ unskilled manpower for below the minimum 
wage.”’ [end box] 
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Failure of Official Policy on Interdiction Cited 


94WD0402A Paris LE MONDE in French 25 May 94 
pill 


[Article: “Cannabis Cultivation Grows Despite Efforts 
of Moroccan Government” | 


[Text] In October 1992, Morocco—France’s largest sup- 
plier of hashish and the world’s largest exporter of the 
drug—launched a campaign to suppress trafficking in 
this traditional local cash crop. In its soon- 
to-be-published annual report (“Etat des drogues, 
drogues des Etats’, Collection Pluriel, Hachette, 120 
French francs, 1994), the Geopolitical Drugs Observa- 
tory (OGD) concludes the monarchy’s drug policy has 
shown little in the way of results. 


It came as quite a surprise in October 1992 when King 
Hassan II announced, in a meeting with his principal 
ministers, the launching of a “relentless” war against 
drugs. Since then, the “‘surprise”’ has taken a long time to 
materialize, according to the OGD: “More surface area 
is devoted to cannabis cultivation than ever before, and 
the trafficking rings, which continue to enjoy protection 
from high-level officials, seem little affected by enforce- 
ment efforts that have focused mainly on low-level 
traffickers,” notes the OGD, which works for various 
international institutions, in its annual report. 


As successor to the Kif and Tobacco Authority estab- 
lished by the French colonial regime in 1926, Morocco’s 
Agriculture Ministry each year reports the acreage 
devoted to each crop. Including “kif,” as cannabis is 
called locally. Based on the ministry’s official statistics, 
the regime disclosed in autumn 1992 that the illicit crops 
were grown on some 50,000 hectares [ha]. 


Despite Rabat’s pronouncements, those crops are still 
there. In 1993, “cannabis covers at least 65,000 ha in 
northern Morocco,” says the OGD, which was given 
access to data acquired by the ministry’s Economic 
Statistics Service. Moreover, the total does not even take 
into account the increase in greenhouse cultivation of the 
illicit crops in the Agadir region which the U.S. State 
Department claims to have detected. The growth in kif 
cultivation far exceeds any increase that could be attrib- 
uted to traditional usage, since in 1980 illicit plots 
covered only 5-10,000 ha. 


Short-Lived Zeal 


In their ‘‘relentless war’ on drugs, Moroccan authorities 
have shown little staying power. Admittedly, some 5.000 
soldiers were deployed between the Algerian border and 
Tangier, and corrupt high-level officials were dismissed 
or transferred. The first half of 1993 also saw a signili- 
cant increase in highway checkpoints in the northern 
part of the country. And there were a handful of spec- 
tacular enforcement operations, mostly against Euro- 
peans found in possession of small quantities of the drug. 


“But zeal for enforcement disappeared with the onset of 
summer and harvest time,” notes the OGD, which also 
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points out that “enforcement efforts mostly targeted 
small-time trafficking rings... At the same time, a 
number of notorious traffickers were haled into court 
only to be acquitted, a development that surprised 
almost everyone.” The conclusion: Not only do “increas- 
ing well-organized Moroccan rings engage in interna- 
tional marketing of derivatives of cannabis produced in 
Morocco,’ but “this increase in trafficking would not 
have been possible without pervasive corruption at all 
levels of the bureaucracy.” 


Breaking with the habitual passivity of Moroccan 
authorities in this domain, the royal promises of autumn 
1992 were meant to impress the international commu- 
nity, especially the European Union. Rabat expected its 
commitment would lead to large assistance inflows both 
to fight the drug rings and to stimulate development in 
the northern provinces, where kif as a monoculture had 
undeniably improved the peasants’ standard of living. 
But it seems that Morocco, reverting to its traditional 
position in the matter, has decided for now to remain the 
world’s largest cannabis exporter. The interior minister 
has told his European interlocutors that if present trends 
persist—with Italy and Germany apparently inclined to 
follow Netherlands’ lead and decriminalize hashish—it 
would be a mistake for Morocco to eradicate crops that 
may sometime be legal in Europe. 


SUDAN 


Ummah Party Leader on Stance Against 
Government 


94. D0052A London AL-HAYAH in Arabic 
24 Apr 94 p § 


[Interview with Dr. ‘Umar Nur-al-Da’im, Sudanese al- 
Ummah Party Secretary General, by Nizar Daw- 
al-Na’im; place and date not given—first two paragraphs 
are AL-HAYAH introduction] 


[Text] London—Dr. ‘Umar Nur-al-Da’im, secretary gen- 
eral of Sudan’s opposition al-Ummah Party and ex- 
finance minister, has asserted that “there is no place for 
a bilateral! formula between the Islamic Front and al- 
Ummah party” and that his party’s call for civil struggle 
{jihad madani] and a popular uprising against President 
‘Umar al-Bashir’s regime continues to exist and “we 
have to be more optimistic and have to hope to topple 
the regime at the lowest cost.” He expressed the opinion 
that the government ts the party that first raised the issue 
of self- determination for the south. 


In an interview with AL-HAYAH, Dr. Nur-al-Da’im 
said that the Democratic National Grouping [DNG] “‘is 
experiencing organizational problems and disputes.” He 
criticized the fact that “some Coordination Committee 
members engage in executive tasks and issue statements 
in the Grouping’s name. He said that his party faults 
Farug Abu-'Isa, who headed the DNG meetings recently, 
for “holding contacts and making statements in his 
capacity as the DNG executive chairman.“ He also 
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criticized the Communist Party severely and urged it not 
to intervene in his party’s affairs. Here is the text of the 
interview: 


[Dar-al-Na’im] What is your assessment of Sudan’s 
conditions and what is the solution you offer for the 
country’s problems? 


{Nur-al-Da’im] To date, we have lived nearly five years 
under the umbrella of the NIF [National Islamic Front], 
which staged a fascist military coup and proclaimed 
specific goals in its first communique—goals which 
included achievement of peace and elimination of the 
citizens’ hardship and of the government’s isolation. But 
secretly, the NIF’s goal was to establish an Islamic 
society that would act as a model for the world’s cultural 
tendency. But the outcome has been collapse in all 
spheres of humanitarian activity and the spread of 
corruption and maladies. Peace has become inaccessible 
and a terrorist autocratic regime has come into existence 
instead of an Islamic state. The NIF has committed 
suicide after 50 years of action. This is the crisis. The 
cure is achieved by developing a formula to ensure the 
restoration of peace and to liquidate the tyrannical state 
established by the NIF. A stable climate is the basis fora 
new beginning in development and construction. There 
is NO magic wand to repair the damage. Sudan’s political 
movement is aware of the developments occurring in 
today’s world. Therefore, DNG plans and other parties’ 
and unions’ plans must be presented at a comprehensive 
conference in which the Sudanese, who seek freedom, 
agree on the future. 


[Dar-al-Na’im] Does your call for civil struggle against 
the regime still exist? What does this call mean? Will you 
accept a reconciliation formula that brings the govern- 
ment and the opposition together to deal with the 
situation? 


[Nur-al-Da’im] Our call for civil struggle continues to 
exist and to escalate. The final outcome will be a popular 
revolution similar to the revolutions that the Sudanese 
people have come to master and that they have already 
staged twice. Struggle against the dictatorship is of two 
kinds: the first is military and it is taking place in the 
south. The second is civil and it is taking place in the 
north. We have to be more optimistic and we have to 
hope to topple the regime at the lowest cost. The socialist 
camp governments were toppled within months by pop- 
ular uprisings and by the so-called peaceful resistance. 
This is what brother al-Sadiq al-Mahdi (former prime 
minister and al-Ummah Party chairman) has called civil 
struggle. What happened during ‘Id al-Fitr prayers, when 
al-Mahdi led nearly | million persons in prayer, whereas 
al-Bashir led no more than 1,000 persons less than three 
kilometers away, confirms that the Muslim masses sup- 
port the al-Mahdi sect and not the NIF, the original and 
not the imported. There is no place for any bilateral 
formula between the NIF and al-Ummah Party, espe- 
cially since the base of al-Ummah Party, which consists 
of the al-Ansar supporters, has considered confiscation 
of Imam al-Mahdi’s Dome, al-Khalifah Mosque, and the 
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al-Ansar Affairs Council building an aggression against 
the creed. The NIF is responsible for offending the 
Sudanese people's values. 


[Dar-al-Na’im] Many speak of points of agreement 
between you and the NIF. What are these points and 
what are the subjects of disagreement? 


{Nur-al-Da’im] The al-Ummah Party is one of Sudan’s 
and Africa’s biggest parties. It is a popular and broad- 
based democratic party with Arab, Islamic, and African 
tendencies. It has dealt with the NIF as it dealt with 
SANU [Sudan African National Union]. But after rec- 
onciliation with (former President) Ja’far Numayri, we 
disagreed on the future of Islam in Sudan. The NIF 
encouraged Numayri and pledged its allegiance to him as 
imam, whereas we decided that Islam can only flourish 
under the canopy of freedom. We, whether in the gov- 
ernment or in the opposition, have cooperated with the 
NIF respectfully. Our party helped the NIF and pro- 
tected it from communist oppression. But regrettably, 
the NIF has chosen the path of coups and of imposing its 
will by force. The collapse in the various aspects of life 
and the humiliation the citizen is experiencing have 
created a deep chasm between the NIF and al-Ummah 
Party in the political and Islamic spheres. 


[Dar-al-Na’im] You recently proposed a formula for an 
agreement with the southerners in which you call for a 
referendum on self-determination in four years. Has this 
formula been accepted by the Sudanese People’s Liber- 
ation Movement? 


{Nur-al-Da’im] The al-Ummah Party chairman Sadiq 
al-Mahdi presented a.complete peace plan in the wake of 
the failure of the first Abuja talks and when it became 
evident that the regime was offering, in the absence of 
the country’s main forces, a deficient and limited vision 
that couldn’t be accepted by the southern movement. 
The al-Ummah Party’s plan focuses on a solution 
through consent among the Sudanese people. It also 
focuses on democracy; political, cultural, religious, and 
ethnic plurality; regional decentralism; federalism and 
confederalism; and on establishing citizenship as the 
basis. If war is the only alternative, then self- 
determination has to be considered in the light of per- 
manent peace. 


The NIF proceeded to raise the self-determination issue 
at the Frankfurt talks that were held at the beginning of 
1992 (between the government and the al-Nasir wing of 
the SPLM). This was the first time that the self- 
determination issue gained weight. Meanwhile, the war 
continued and the regime proceeded to touch off the 
religious and holy war dimension. The southerners 
united behind the call for self-determination that was 
introduced by the regime into the Sudanese political 
agenda for the first time ever. Brother Mubarak al- 
Mahdi submitted the al-Ummah Party formula to a 
session of the British House of Lords. This formula 
enables se!f-determination to proceed in the direction of 
Sudan’s unity instead of the direction of separation. 
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{Dar-al-Na’im] You have said repeatedly that external 
Opposition is an arm of the internal opposition. What is 
the external opposition’s task and what has it *com- 
plished? 


{Nur-al-Da’im] In light of the domestic oppression, the 
fascism established by the regime, and the suppression of 
opponents, and even of disgruntled supporters, such as 
Mahjub ‘Urwah, his faction, and his paper, AL-SUDANI 
AL-DUWALL, it is normal that the external opposition’s 
voice would be heard clearly because this opposition is 
free to move. There is no doubt that the external arm of 
the DNG has accomplished several things, especially in 
exposing the deceptive image the regime has used to 
project itself abroad. This arm has also succeeded in 
condemning the regime’s escalation of the war in the 
south and of its introduction of the religious dimension 
into this war, in defending human rights, and in pro- 
jecting the Sudanese people’s struggle for freedom. 


When opposition action escalated and came to be in 
need of a strong executive decisionmaking instrument, 
the DNG decided to work through a coordination com- 
mittee to replace its minimal-level coordination. This 
led to the talk about restructuring the DNG abroad. It 
had been agreed to settle this issue at a conference, which 
was scheduled to take place last November. But the war 
circumstances prevented its convocation. The al- 
Ummah Party has noticed that some coordination com- 
mittee members have been recently engaging in execu- 
tive tasks and making statements in the Grouping’s 
name. We have already warned that it is necessary to end 
such acts. Moreover, the al-Ummah Party has presented 
to the Grouping forces abroad a memorandum that 
contains specific proposals and observations on how to 
end such actions until the structure is completed. This is 
a legitimate issue that can be debated. There is no place 
for sensitivities in public action. 


{Dar-al-Na’im] Why have you called for ousting Farug 
Abu-’Isa from the DNG leadership and what do you 
mean by saying that “he lacks neutrality?” 


[Nur-al-Da’im] Nobody slights the role that brother 
Abu-’Isa has played within the DNG, especially in 
defending human rights and upholding the opposition’s 
banner. But what the al-Ummah Party faults Abu-'Isa for 
is that he has made contacts and issued statements in his 
capacity as DNG executive chairman. The fact is that 
brothers Abu-'Isa and Bona Maloual were selected to 
manage the sessions of a meeting held in Addis Ababa. 
The al-Ummah Party has decided that since Maloual has 
withdrawn and since Abu-Isa has promoted himself to 
the position of DNG executive chairman, then the 
chairmanship is supposed to be periodic so embarrass- 
ment will be avoided. It isn’t surprising that the external 
Communist Party would issue a statement defending 
brother Abu-'Isa, one of this party’s historical leaders. 
What ts surprising 1s that the Communist Party would 
dish out charges against brother Mubarak al-Maha), 
al-Ummah Party’s representative abroad, and that ut 
would turn the issue into a personal issue. Brothes 
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al-Mahdi and the team that leads al-Ummah Party’s 
action abroad don’t need the Communist Party to eval- 
uate their performance because they have shouldered the 
main part of the burden to strengthen the DNG proces- 
sion and the opposition leadership. 


[Dar-al-Na’im] Accusations have been made against 
Mubarak al-Mahdi because he has firm relations with the 
NIF. 


{Nur-al-Da’im] Mubarak al-Mahdi’s relations with the 
NIF aren’t personal relations. The al-Ummah Party 
Political Bureau has assigned Mubarak, along with Dr. 
Hasan Taj-al-Din and Dr. Shaykh Mahjub, to take 
charge of relations with the NIF. The party has assigned 
and Dr. Adam Musa Mawbu and me to follow up on the 
relations with the [Democratic] Unionist Party. It has 
also assigned brother Bakri “Adil, Sarah al-Fadil, and Dr. 
Bashir "Umar to tend to relations with the Communist 
Party, the Nasirist Revival [Ba’th] Party, and the 
National Party. With this twisted logic, we can list "Adil 
and his team as supporters of the Communist Party. I 
urge the Communist Party not to embroil itself in such 
issues. We have expected that with the lapse of five years 
since the end of internationalism, the Communist Party 
would introduce us to its new position instead of 
allowing itself to enter into labyrinths that make us 
suspect that this party still doesn’t believe in democracy. 


There is no doubt that the DNG ts experiencing organi- 
zational problems and disagreements on how to deal 
with newly developing issues, such as the self- 
determination issue. However, such problems accom- 
pany every organization and movement. Opposition 
action has its numerous channels at home and abroad, 
and these channels have never been blocked. Regardless 
of whether the DNG is restructured or not, and regard- 
less of whether the ambition of some individuals or 
factions makes them play or not play a role that is not 
assigned to them, the opposition procession at home and 
abroad will continue and will achieve results in defeating 
the regime that has begun to collapse and to be eroded by 
the power of the Sudanese people. 


{Dar-al-Na’im] The al-Ummah Party deputy chairman 
Nasr-al-Din al-Hadi recently made statements in which 
he criticized you and the official in charge of external 
action. What is your opinion? 


{Nur-al-Da’im] Brother Nasr-al-Din remained silent for 
ages and then opened his mouth only to utter a blas- 
phemy. Like the Communist Party, he has moved to 
defend brother Abu-’Isa. We believe that he departed 
from Sudan to oppose the al-Ummah Party, not the 
regime. He has had no connection with the party’s action 
at home or abroad. He has tried to dispute legitimacy of 
the party’s institutions. Nasr-al-Din formed a small 
team, which he called the collective party leadership. But 
this team didn’t survive long because its objective was to 
impede the rcle of the opposition al-Ummah Party and 
to serve the Front. As for Nasr-al-Din’s talk about my 
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appointment as chairman of the party’s General Secre- 
tariat, it isn’t true that I was selected. | won the majority 
of the votes in accordance with the party constitution. 
Responsibilities were divided and I became the General 
Secretariat chairman and the official in charge of the 
Political Department and Nasr-al-Din became finance 
secretary. 


When organizational performance was affected after 
most General Secretariat members entered the Cabinet, 
a committee that had reviewed the party performance 
recommended cancellation of the general secretariat 
system and reinstatement of the general secretary and 
deputy general secretary system. Party institutions 
approved this recommendation and selected me as sec- 
retary general and selected brother Bakri "Adil as my 
deputy. At the time, an advisory presidential council was 
formed under the chairmanship of al-Sadiq al-Mahdi 
and it included previous secretariat members who hadn’t 
been assigned any executive duties. Brother al-Sadig 
al-Mahdi appointed brother Nasr-al-Din as his deputy in 
managing this council's sessions. Therefore, Nasr-al-Din 
wasn't the party deputy chairman, as he alleges. This 
position doesn’t exist in the party constitution. It is 
regrettable that brother Nasr-al-Din al-Mahdi has come 
out to offend the party and its leaders. I have the honor 
to support the position of Mubarak al-Mahdi and his 
team. This is the least that the al-Ummah Party secretary 
general can do. 


REPUBLIC OF YEMEN 


Former President Discusses War Conditions 


94AE0121A Beirut AL-SHIRA’ in Arabic 
23 May 94 pp 26-28 


[Telephone interview with former South Yemeni Presi- 
dent Ali Nasir Muhammad, by Hasan Sabra; place and 
date not—first three paragraphs are AL-SHIRA’ intro- 
duction] 


[Text] Former [South] Yemeni President *Ali Nasir 
Muhammad warns of the penls of the ongoing war in 
Yemen, asserting that the “Yemeni states’ that the 
ongoing war threatens to create pose a threat to the entire 
region. 


In a telephone interview with AL-SHIRA’, the former 
Yemeni president asserted that the crisis will be resolved 
through dialogue only and noted that the “entire Gulf is 
for Yemen’s unity and for a peaceful solution to the 
problem.” 


Former President Ali Nasir Muhammad pointed out 
that there are taboos in the ongoing war, saying that 
‘whoever approaches the oil fields commits suicide” and 
that ‘‘it is difficult to establish a fundamentalist regime 
in Yemen.”’ Following is the text of the interview: 
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[Sabra] What is your information on the progress of the 
war? Will it turn into a war of attrition and of positions? 
Is there a possibility of resolving it? 


[Muhammad] What is going on now is attrition of 
Yemen's military and material resources. The balance of 
power is what will determine the course of the war on the 
ground. 


{Sabra] There is talk now about a salvation government 
in the southern part of the country. Do you think that the 
return of each part to its previous borders is projected as 
a solution? 


[Muhammad] In principle, | am opposed to separation. I 
was the first to sign the 1972 unity accord. My name has 
been tied to numerous unity accords, to a united Yemen, 
and to some other accords. I am opposed to secession. 


[Sabra] How are matters proceeding now? 


[Muhammad] The issue is no longer an issue of separa- 
tion of North from South or of returning to the pre-1990 
condition. 


[Sabra] There is repeated talk about mini-states. 
[Muhammad] Yes, Yemen may break up. 


[Sabra] Hadhramaut may become a state, for example, 
Ta’izz a state, and Aden a state? 


[Muhammad] Yes, more than one state may come into 
existence and they may become a source of concern for 
the entire region because of the strategic position Yemen 
occupies in the Red Sea, the Indian Ocean, the Arabian 
Sea, the Horn of Africa, and the Arab Peninsula. 


[Sabra] If there is danger from this war to the countries 
adjacent to Yemen, then can these countries intervene 
and is it possible that the entire issue will seem to be an 
invitation to the neighboring countries to intervene? 


[Muhammad] My information is that the neighboring 
countries have declared their support for unity and that 
they are for resolving the problem [peacefully]. GCC 
{Gulf Cooperation Council] statements, the statements 
of Saudi sources in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and of 
all the other countries support a peaceful solution to the 
problem. I haven’t personally heard of any plans for 
intervention. 


[Sabra] Christopher has said that there are some coun- 
tries that help the South and others that help the North 
and that weapons from neighboring countries are being 
amassed by the Southerners and the Northerners. What 
do these statements mean? 


[Muhammad] I know nothing specific about this issue. If 
the Americans have learned of this matter, then I don’t 
have adequate information on the accumulation of 
weapons on both sides. 
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[Sabra] Pelletreau [U.S. deputy assistant secretary of 
state for Near Eastern Affairs] arrived in Muscat in this 
period during which war is flaring in Yemen. 


[Muhammad] I believe that his visit to Muscat came as 
a part of a tour of the region. He also visited Yemen, 
Muscat, the UAE [United Arab Emirates], Doha, and 
Bahrain. 


[Sabra] Accidentally or what? 


[Muhammad] I don’t think that Pelletreau planned the 
tour to coincide with the battles in Yemen. He happened 
to be in the region on the first day in which the battles 
erupted. 


[Sabra] Do you think that the war broke out because the 
south wants to return to the pre-1990 condition and 
because the north wants to control both parts of Yemen? 


[Muhammad] In faci, | am opposed to the names North 
and South. 


[Sabra] Well then, let us call them the YSP [Yemeni 
Socialist Party] in the South and the GPC [General 
Peoples Congress] in the North. 


[Muhammad] The problem isn’t a problem of North and 
South. We are now a single people in Yemen. We can 
talk about the dispute between the YSP and the GPC. 


They All Use Excuses 
[Sabra] What does the YSP want of the war? 


[Muhammad] They all use the Pledge and Accord Doc- 
ument as an excuse. They all emphasize the issue of 
implementing the Document. The YSP puts the 
emnvhasis on implementing the Pledge and Accord Doc- 
ument. 


[Sabra] But what has happened is the opposite. 


[Muhammad] In one of my interviews with AL-SHIRA’, 
I said that the Pledge and Accord Document needs 
institutions to implement it. I said that if the institu- 
tions, such as the Presidential Council, the Cabinet, and 
the House of Representatives don’t agree, the alternative 
will be anarchy, tension, and war. 


[Sabra] It seems that agreement has turned into a 
devouring act. 


[Muhammad] What we are interested in is agreement, 
harmony, understanding, and dialogue. 


[Sabra] Is there still a chance of understanding and 
dialogue? 


[Muhammad] The door of dialogue is always open, and 
it can never be shut. 
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[Sabra] Even if ‘Ali “Abdallah Salih reaches the gates of 
Aden and occupies it? 


[Muhammad] The door of dialogue remains open. 
People fight and then engage in dialogue. 


[Sabra] When ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih occupies Aden, what 
dialogue will there be? 


[Muhammad] I embrace the principle and I mean that 
the door of dialogue remains open. I am not talking of 
who will occupy what 


[Sabra] Dialogue is possible if there is equality between 
the two sides. But if the situation turns into a situation 
where there is a victor and a vanquished, then there will 
be capitulation, not dialogue. 


[Muhammad] One statement I have heard is that they 
haven’t closed the door of dialogue with the YSP. In his 
latest statement, which I have heard through the media 
and on television, the House of Representatives speaker 
said that he will not close the door of dialogue with the 
YSP. 


[Sabra] But words change completely when one of the 
two parties is fighting at the gates of the other party’s 
capital. In this instance, the language of dialogue is 
suspended and the language of bone-crushing begins. So, 
is there a possibility of dialogue? 


[Muhammad] | still stress the principle of dialogue. 
There can be no solution without dialogue, even under 
the canopy of war. 


[Sabra] This is true. But who will conduct the dialogue? 


[Muhammad] Didn’t you have war and conflicts in 
Lebanon and wasn’t there dialogue afterwards? 


[Sabra] Yes, but Syria entered Lebanon and conducted 
dialogue among the parties concerned after separating 
the combatants and ending the war. Do you think that 
there is an Arab country that can lead the dialogue in 
Yemen? 


[Muhammad] In Yemen, Arab countries and the Arab 
League can help the country overcome this crisis through 
dialogue, because intervention will not help resolve the 
crisis. 


[Sabra] What is the mechanism for Arab intervention? 
An Arab League delegation arrived in Yemen and stayed 
there for four days, but “Ali “Abdallah Salih didn’t 
receive it. Salih didn’t answer Egyptian President Husni 
Mubarak for four full days. 


[Muhammad] But he did receive the delegation recently. 


[Sabra] He received it on Husni Mubarak’s insistence. It 
took him four days to answer Mubarak’s telephone call! 
This means that he rejects any dialogue and any inter- 
vention by another party. In your opinion, can an Arab 
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country, such as Egypt, Syria, or Saudi Arabia, conduct 
dialogue between the two sides after putting a halt to the 
war first? 


[Muhammad] Efforts by Egypt and Syria and, as | have 
already pointed out, by the countries which contributed 
initially, such as Amman [Jordan] and Oman, are 
needed. 


[Sabra] How about the United States and France who 
have their observers? 


[Muhammad] And the UAE and the Arab League as well. 
[Sabra] And what about Saudi Arabia? 


[Muhammad] I urged the brothers in the GCC at an early 
phase to cooperate and help Yemen contain the crisis, 
because Yemen and the Arab Peninsula are like one 
body. If a part of the body is ailing, the rest of the body 
rallies to help it. 


This is why I urge the brothers in the GCC to take any 
initiative to halt the war, to conduct dialogue, and to 
impose a peaceful solution. I have heard that they are 
eager to do so. 


Opposed to Arab Forces in Yemen 


[Sabra] You have constantly opposed the presence of an 
Arab army to separate the combatants because Yemen is 
a single country and, therefore, there is no need for an 
Arab army. Do you still hold to your opinion? 


[Muhammad] By God, I do. President Mubarak has said: 
we cannot be a policeman to separate the combatants. 
The Egyptians have asserted that they are not for the 
intervention of forces to separate the combatants. | still 
hold to my opinion because the problem will not be 
solved hy Arab forces but by dialogue. The efforts of the 
Arab League committee can help. 


[Sabra] When do you think the Arab countries will 
intervene? 


[Muhammad] I have learned that the Arab League 
delegation returning from Sanaa has asserted that the 
door of dialogue has been reopened. 


[Sabra] But this delegation was a military delegation. 
headed by Major General Sa’id Bayraqdar, former com- 
mander of the Syrian forces in Lebanon. What I mean is 
that this delegation has no political dimension. 


[Muhammad] I have learned from reliable sources that 
Yemen has emphasized its willingness to receive a delega- 
tion from the Arab League and from the Arab countrics. 


[Sabra] Under the shadow of guns? ‘Abd-al-Salam al- 
’Ansi has stated that in all battles, dialogue takes place on 
the peripheries. It is dialogue under the canopy of war 
and guns. 
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[Muhammad] We went through this experience in the 
1972 war, the 1979 war, and the 1981 war. There were 
battles and there was dialogue [simultaneously]. 


[Sabra] Could the war last another month? 


[Muhammad] In my experience as prime minister, there 
were wars with Sanaa. Through dialogue, we settled our 
problems and contained the crisis. 


[Sabra] At the time, you were two states. Now, you are a 
single state in which one of the two sides excludes 
dialogue. It is the opinion of this side that the other side 
is a group of outlaws, not another state. 


[Muhammad] We were two states, and yet we engaged in 
dialogue. Now, there is a coalition government that 
includes all sides. 


[Sabra] Have you asked President Hafiz al-Asad to 
intervene in the Yemen issue? 


[Muhammad] I haven't asked President al-Asad to inter- 
vene because Syria took the initiative on its own. 
Through telephone calls with President Saiih and Vice 
President al-Bid and with the delegations dispatched to 
Damascus, President al-Asad has asserted that Syria is 
keen on Yemen’s unity and on a peaceful resolution of 
the problems. 


[Sabra] Is there a mechanism to activate this assertion and 
turn it into a reality? Do you imagine that Syria would 
send an army to Yemen to separate the combatants? 


[Muhammad] This question should be addressed to the 
Syrians. 


[Sabra] Could you, as a [former] Yemeni official and a 
Yemeni conscience, ask Syria to send forces to separate 
the combatants? 


[Muhammad] I couldn’t make such a request officially. 
But by virtue of my friendship, I have urged the Syrian 
brothers to redouble their efforts to contain the crisis, not 
to dispatch forces. I cannot really talk about this issue. 


My Supporters Here and There 


[Sabra] What does the presence of Brigadier General 
*Abd-Rabbuh Mansur, who is one of your supporters, as 
defense minister mean? 


[Muhammad] It means that he is the defense minister. 


[Sabra] What does it mean to you? Were you consulted 
or is his appointment meant to please you and to solicit 
your participation? 


[Muhammad] Brother “Abd-Rabbuh Mansur is a YSP 
Permanent Committee member. He is well known as my 
supporter, and I don’t deny this. He is also a certified 
military capability in Yemen. 


[Sabra] Was he selected on agreement with you? 
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[Muhammad] You know that during the honeymoon 
between the GPC and YSP in 1989 and after my 
departure from Sanaa to Damascus, there was, regret- 
tably, a ¢ On... 


[Sabra] Of power and weapons. 


{Muhammad} And wealth and the clique. In the past, the 
brothers in Aden used to call my faction the “clique.” 


[Sabra] And you called them the “band.” 


[Muhammad] This is why I say they divided power, 
wealth, and the clique. 


[Sabra] They ruined everything when they imitated 
al-Qadhdhafi... 


[Muhammad] When some brothers, including *Abd- 
Rabbuh Mansur and Ahmad ‘Abdallah al-Husayni, who 
was appointed navy commander recently, joined the GPC, 
other brothers joined the YSP, including Amin Hasan 
Yahya, “Abd-al-Ghani *Abd-al-Qadir, and Muhammad 
“Ali Ahmad, who are the latest to join the YSP. 


[Sabra] Is this a Yemeni tactic? 


[Muhammad] I have 1. sthing to do with the way in which 
the brothers have shared the clique. I left it up to the 
colleagues to make their own choice, letting each select 
the party it wishes to join because political action 1s 
subsidiary action. 


[Sabra] There are those who believe that when ‘Ali 
“Abdallah Salih settles the situation in the South finally 
and isolates the YSP, he will enlist your help so you will 
become the alternative. 


[Muhammad] I am not interested in power. What inter- 
ests me is a studies center. 


[Sabra] You need a country to establish a studies center. 
Will there continue to be a Yemen so there can be a 
center? 


[Muhammad] I am certain that Yemen will remain 
united, that the capital will be Sanaa, and that the center 
will be in Sanaa. But as to when the time to inaugurate 
the center will come, this is something that I will leave 
for the future. 


Except Oil 


[Sabra] If the oil fields are exposed to danger, do you 
think the Americans will intervene, either directly or 
indirectly? 


[Muhammad] I don’t believe the brothers will play with 
fire in this region. 


[Sabra] Will these battles spare the oil fields? 
[Muhammad] It isn’t permitted to get close to the oil ficlds. 


[Sabra] And if they do? 
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[Muhammad] It isn’t permitted. Moreover, this oil 
doesn’t belong to the Americans. It belongs to the 
Yemeni people. 


[Sabra] This is true theoretically. But practically, the 
Americans are the party that will benefit form the oil. 


[Muhammad] The fires will not burn the Americans and 
[their] firms but the Yemeni people’s interests and 
wealth. 


[Sabra] Will the United States intervene to protect the 
Yemeni people’s interests or its interests? 


[Muhammad] I don’t believe that the fires will get close 
to the oil fields. The battles that have taken place so far 
haven't affected the wells or the companies operating 
there. 


[Sabra] If one of the two sides senses that it will lose the 
war, 1s it possible that this side could use the oil card to 
blackmail, pressure, or ambush other countries to inter- 
vene? 


[Muhammad] It is my assessment that whoever does 
such a thing will commit suicide and will meet his end. 
Whoever thinks of such a thing is a madman who doesn’t 
deserve respect and doesn’t deserve to live in Yemen. 


[Sabra] What is the solution to the current situation in 
Yemen? 


[Muhammad] God knows. 


[Sabra] It seems that you aren’t pleased with the condi- 
tions in Yemen. 


[Muhammad] And neither are you. 


[Sabra] When I first called you, you expressed your 
willingness to speak as if you possessed new given facts. 


[Muhammad] All the statements are conflicting state- 
ments now. I believe that what 1s going on in Yemen now 
is a crime against the Yemeni people. 


[Sabra] How do you explain the emergence of Abdallah 
al-Ahmar with such prominence in the past two days? 


[Muhammad] He ts one of the coalition leaders. 


[Sabra] His statements have been so overwhelming they 
make it sound as if he is the actual ruler in Yemen. 


[Muhammad] I don’t think so. He 1s one of the parties to 
the ruling coalition. 


[Sabra] Salim Salih says that Yemen is approaching a 
fundamentalist regime. 


[Muhammad] It is difficult for me to confirm this. I 
don't believe that the fundamentalists can gain power. 
Anyway, the religious tendency is a participant in the 
coalition, with the GPC and YSP. 


[Sabra] It is also a participant in the conflict. 
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[Muhammad] Yes. 


[Sabra] Do Salim Salih’s statements sort of incite the 
United States and the neighboring countries against the 
fundamentalists and scare them with the fundamentalist 
presence in Yemen? 


[Muhammad] I have heard no such statements. 
[Sabra] He made them this evening. 


[Muhammad] It could be some sort of propaganda 
warfare. 


[Sabra] May God protect Yemen from what is more 
dangerous. 


[Muhammad] We appreciate your concern for Yemen 
and your followup on the situation there. 


[Sabra] We have supported Yemen’s unity enthusiasti- 
cally. 


[Muhammad] We are torn by the news we hear. My heart 
aches for Yemen because this issue concerns unity of the 
entire Arab nation. We appreciate your interest in and 
your followup on Yemen. We hope that problems will be 
solved, that the wounds will heal, and that we will meet 
soon. 


[Sabra] God willing. 


Text of South’s 13 Jun Cease-Fire Plan 


944E0136A London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
15 Jun 94 p2 


[Text] At a meeting in Mukalla two days ago with 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi, a UN factfinding envoy to Yemen, 
Southern commanders submitted a complete ceasefire 
plan to implement UN Security Council Resolution 924. 
Ibrahimi has delivered the text of the plan, a copy of 
which AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has acquired, to the 
Yemeni leadership in Sanaa. 


AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT has also learned that the plan 
has been distributed to the ambassadors of the perma- 
nent Security Council members, along with an attached 
message, so they can discuss it with their governments. 


Following is the full text of the three items: 


One, text of the memorandum conveyed by Ibrahimi to 
the UN secretary general: 


The Democratic Republic of Yemen [DRY] 
The Premiership 
Verbal Memorandum: 


The DRY sends its warmest greetings to his excellency 
the UN secretary general and expresses to him its 
extreme happiness with the arrival of Lakhdar Ibrahim 
as his envoy to the two parts of Yemen. 
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The DRY wishes to point out that the serious crisis the 
country has been experiencing is a result of the war that 
has been going on since “Ali Abdallah Salih declared it in 
a public address he delivered at al-Sab’in Square in 
Sanaa on 27 April 1994. 


In this regard, we are eager to point out the following 
facts to open the way for a correct understanding of the 
causes that have necessarily led to the total collapse we 
are experiencing: 


1. When Yemen's unity was proclaimed on 22 May 
1990, our Yemeni people looked forward to creating a 
modern Yemeni state—a state of law and order in which 
all citizens have equal rights and duties and which sees to 
the country’s development, progress, and prosperity. 


2. At the time, leadership of the southern part of Yemen 
proceeded toward unity with our brothers in the 
northern part of the country confidently and responsibly 
in order to accomplish the great objective of establishing 
a united state on the basis of the unity accords signed by 
leaders of the two Yemeni States. 


3. [As soon as] the Gulf crisis erupted, leadership of the 
former Yemen Arab Republic disavowed ail the unity 
accords and worked with all means to impose its regime 
on the new state, thus reflecting negatively on the life of 
our people in the North and the South. 


4. The national development and political, economic, 
administrative, and fiscal reform program that was 
passed by the House of Representatives on 15 December 
1991 was an endeavor to deal with the problems that had 
emanated from the position of the leadership of the 
former northern part and to introduce political, eco- 
nomic, administrative, and fiscal reforms in order to 
create a modern state. 


5. As soon as the government launched its effort, the 
minds that controlled the leadership of the former 
northern part and that opposed unity, development, and 
modernization launched an undeclared war against YSP 
[Yemeni Socialist Party] leaders. This war has been 
embodied in political assassinations and in all kinds of 
terrorist acts that have touched even foreigners in 
Yemen. Fundamentalist Islamic forces have been used 
in terrorist acts. Despite all the endeavors to end this 
criminal series, the leadership of the former northern 
part refused to adopt any legal steps against suspects and 
those who support them. 


6. The crisis peaked at the end of 1992, 1.e.. when 
parliamentary elections were scheduled to be held in 
November 1992, in order to obstruct the elections or to 
hold them under unstable security conditions. 


7. The situation was pacified so as to hold the parlia- 
mentary elections, which took place on 27 April 1993. 
Everybody aspired to seeing the country make strides on 
the path of reinforcing democratic action, of creating a 
united state, and of introducing economic reforms. 
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8. The leadership of the former northern part continued 
to cling to its position, and the chain of political assas- 
sinations and terrorist acts continued on the eve of the 
elections, thus convincing broad political forces in the 
Yemeni society that conditions were going to remain 
unchanged, and even become more complex, unless the 
influential forces abandoned their practices, put an end 
to terrorist acts, and ensured security and stability. 


9. Political and security conditions became more com- 
plex, thus impeding political and economic life. But 
efforts to seek means and ways to overcome the crisis 
continued, and it was agreed to hold expanded political 
dialogue among the influential political forces in the 
Yemeni arena; two principles were agreed upon: (1) 
peaceful dialogue to develop cures; (2) renunciation of 
the use of weapons to impose solutions. 


10. The Pledge and Accord Document was developed 
after serious and responsible dialogue. and it was signed 
in Jordan on 20 February 1994. 


11. Because of masked opposition, the influential forces 
refused to draft a program to normalize conditions and 
to implement the Document. So, political and economic 
conditions became tense and there were allusions made 
to the use of force. 


12. After further dialogue, it was agreed to hold Cabinet 
mectings to begin implementing the Pledge and Accord 
Document in Aden, Ta‘1zz, and Sanaa. 


13. The Cabinet held its first session from 23-27 March 
1991 {year as published] and a number of resolutions 
were adopted to implement the Document, despite the 
attempt to foil the Cabinet work. Military conditions 
were touched off in Shabwah on the eve of the Cabinet 
session. Seven people were killed, and a number of 
others were wounded. 


14. The Cabinet held its second session from 6-7 April 
1994. At this meeting, GPC [General People’s Congress] 
and YRG [Yemeni Reform Grouping] representatives 
backed away from a number of resolutions to which it had 
agreed in Aden. On the eve of the Cabinet session. an 
attempt was made to strike the Southern Basuhayb Brigade 
in Dhamar, which is within the northern governorates. 


15. The Cabinet convened in Sanaa from 20-21 April 
1994 but did not emerge with any resolutions. Its session 
coincided with the following: 


A. The Southern 3d Brigade. stationed in “Umran, which 
is within the northern governorates, was hit on 27, 28, 29 
April 1994. 


B. An attempt was made on the life of Dr. Hasan Makki. 
the first deputy prime minister, on 28 April 1994. 


C. Previously, the Southern Fifth Brigade, stationed in 
Hurf Sufyan, which is within the northern governorates, 
was hit on 26, 27 February 1994. 
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16. Military acts were staged against the Southern Basu- 
hayb Brigade, stationed in Dhamar, at the beginning of 
May 1994. They were followed by military acts against 
the Southern Ist Brigade, stationed in Yarim. The 
brother prime minister contacted the brother Presiden- 
tial Council chairman in the United States, where he is 
being treated, appealing to him to put an end to these 
military operations against the Basuhayb Brigade and 
the Ist Brigade. A number of Yemeni figures did the 
same thing. 


17. The strikes against these two brigades, in the wake of 
the liquidation of the 3d Brigade and of the president’s 
address on 27 April 1994, were tantamount to a decla- 
ration of war. Consequently, military operations spread 
to numerous parts of the country. 


18. Since 27 April, Yemen has been witnessing a dan- 
gerous war between forces of the two former states, 
which have not been merged since the country’s unifica- 
tion. Moreover, numerous other institutions have not 
been unified due to the aforementioned reasons. 


In accordance with the above, we would like to register 
our profound thanks to the esteemed Security Council 
and to his excellency the secretary general for their 
interest in the conditions in Yemen and for the issuance 
of Resolution 924. We reiterate our adherence to all the 
provisions of this resolution as of | June [1994]. 


In light of our talks with His Excellency Envoy Lakl.dar 
Ibrahimi, we summarize our viewpoint in the following: 


A. Ceasefire Observation Mechanism: 


Reaffirmation of Aden’s and Sanaa’s actua! observation 
of the ceasefire, whose repeated violation by the al- 
Ahmar clan government in Sanaa has been confirmed, 
should take top priority in order to stem further deteri- 
oration of the conditions. 


In this regard, the DRY Government reaffirms that it 
welcomes Sanaa’s declaration and announces its pro- 
posal, which it has conveyed to the Security Council 
through UN Envoy Lakhdar Ibrahimi, that a military 
observation team supervise the ceasefire. Because the 
previous military committee was formed prior to the 
outbreak of the all-out war and because the U.S. military 
attache, the Russian military attache, and the French 
military attache, as the EC representative, plus brothers 
from the Sultanate of Oman and Jordan, participated in 
that committee, in addition to Northern and Southern 
military elements, then urgent steps must be taken 
accordingly to organize the ceasefire observation mis- 
sion through a full team that is capable of managing and 
performing the mission in the best manner possible. 


In view of the serious current situation and to establish 
peace in northern and southern Yemen, it is logical and 
appropriate that the observation team should include 
African, Asian, and Arab League representatives so we can 
ensure a complete and prompt implementation of Resolu- 
tion 924. Afterward, consultations can be held on the steps 
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necessary to launch a dialogue between the parties con- 
cerned without prior conditions or reservations. 


B. Aid: 


The DRY Government also reaffirms the importance of 
addressing urgent attention to the humanitarian side, 
considering that environmental conditions in the gover- 
norates of Lahij, Abyan, and Aden have worsened. Ships 
and planes belonging to the International Red Cross, the 
Islamic Red Crescent, and Doctors Without Borders 
loaded with medicines and foodstuffs, as well as rescue 
teams, stand idle while waiting for their shipments to be 
unloaded at the Aden Port and Airport—which were still 
being subjected to concerted air raids and missile and 
field artillery shelling by hostile Northern forces while 
this statement was being written. This impedes the 
delivery of humanitarian aid to deserving Yemeni citi- 
zens in the southern governorates. 


C. Arrangements for consultations with the secretary 
general to hold an emergency Security Council session: 


While expressing its denunciation and its extreme 
resentment of the method employed by ‘Ali "Abdallah 
Salih, who has rebelled against constitutional legitimacy, 
who has been hostile to peace initiatives, and who has 
rebelled against the international community’s will, 
which is embodied in Security Council Resolution 924, 
the DRY Government finds itself required, by virtue of 
its responsibilities, to seek the convocation of an emer- 
gency Security Council session to adopt a deterrent 
measure against the Sanaa regime. 


The DRY Government takes this opportunity to express 
its high appreciation for His Excellency Lakhdar Ibra- 
himi and to register its extreme respect for his excellence 
the secretary general. al-Mukalla, 12 June 1994. 


Two, text of the UN observers team plan: 


The UN team to observe the ceasefire between the two 
parts of Yemen in implementation of Security Council 
Resolution No. 924, issued on | June 1994: 


First, the team shall consist of: 


A. Supervision committee: It shall consist of 11 capable 
military men as follows: 


1. Two Arab League representatives, one as original 
member and the other as alternate member. 


2. Two representatives of the southern part, one original 
and one alternate. 


3. Two representatives of the northern part, one original 
and one alternate. 


4. Two representatives of the Sultanate of Oman, one 
original and one alternate. 


5. Two representatives of Jordan, one original and one 
alternate. 
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6. The U.S. military attache or whoever represents him. 


rhe Russian military attache or whoever represents 
him. 


8. The French military attache or whoever represents 
him. 


9. The PRC military attache or whoever represents him. 


10. The British military attache or whoever represents 
him. 


11. A UN military representative and an alternate 
member to represent him. 


B. Observers team: It shall consist of 100-150 officers. 
The number may be doubled if the need arises. This 
team shall be selected from the following countries: 


|. The countries represented in the supervision com- 
mittee 


2. Egypt, Syria, Morocco, and Algeria—Arab bloc. 


3. Malaysia, Indonesia, Bangladesh, and India—Asian 
bl Cc, 


4. Senegal, Nigeria, Ethiopia, and Kenya—African bloc. 


Second, the team shall operate under the LN banner and 
within the framework of Resolution No. 924. 


Third, tasks of the ceasefire observers shall be defined 1n: 


|. Strengthening the ceasefire and determining the 
source of its violation 


2. Supervising separation of the [warring] forces and 
ensuring their withdrawal 

Fourth, arrangement for safe aid operations: All facilities 
shall be secured tor UN, International Red Cross, and 
Red Crescent aid operations and operations of all orga- 
nizations involved in humanitarian activities. 

Fifth, the UN secretary general shall take all the mea- 
sures necessary to ensure success of the ceasefire obser- 
vation team’s mission. 


Three, text of the DRY Foreign Ministry message to 
the permanent Security Council members: 

The Democratic Republic of Yemen; 

The deputy prime minister and foreign minister: 


The DRY Foreign Ministry conveys its warmest greet- 


ings to the foreign ministry of the friendly.... [sentence as 
published] And the foreign ministry wishes to point out 
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continuation of the war declared by a backward tribal 
military band in Sanaa. This band is spreading terror 
among Yemeni citizens in the southern governorates, 
and it no longer possesses any constitutional legitimacy. 


Populated cities in the governorates of Lahij, Aden, 
Shabwah, Abyan, and Hadhramawt have been subjected 
to indiscriminate shelling with missiles and cluster 
bombs and to repeated air raids against civilian targets. 


You are aware that the DRY Government has made 
sincere efforts to reach arrangements for a ceasefire in 
accordance with Security Council Resolution No. 924. 
But the tribal military gang in Sanaa has persisted in its 
indiscriminate and concerted attacks, thus disregarding 
the resolution. 


Mr. Lakhdar Ibrahimi, the UN secretary general’s envoy, 
has visited northern and southern Yemen and has talked 
to the parties concerned in an attempt to consolidate the 
ceasefire stipulated by the resolution and to make 
arrangements for peaceful negotiations between the par- 
ties concerned under UN auspices, either in New York 
or Geneva or in Cairo, the Arab League headquarters. 


Because the ceasefire arrangements have collapsed 
repeatedly as a result of Sanaa’s failure to adhere to the 
ceasefire—a failure confirmed by neutral figures and 
organizations (AFP, Doctors Without Borders)—the 
DRY Government, while thanking your esteemed gov- 
ernment for your interest in establishing peace between 
North and South Yemen so the two sides can devote 
their efforts to reconstruction and development, urges 
your friendly government to cooperate in approving the 
delegation of a UN-supervised ceasefire team selected 
from Arab, African, and Asian countries, including 
Algeria, Mali, Senegal, Malaysia, Indonesia, India, Bang- 
ladesh, Nigeria, Egypt, and Syria. Through regional 
cooperation, the financial aspect concerning the obser- 
vation team will be secured without saddling the United 
Nations with its burdens. 


Establishing peace in Yemen will rely on your good 
understandit.g of dimensions of the problem of con- 
tinued war in Yemen and of the ordeals and tragedies it 
will bring the Yemeni people in the North and the South. 


The UN charter guarantees peoples of the world their 
right to self- determination. We were, as you are aware, 
an independent and sovereign state that was tied to your 
country by firm friendly relations. 


The DRY Foreign Ministry takes this opportunity to 
express to your esteemed ministry its thanks, apprecia- 
tion, and best wishes. “Abdallah “Abd-al-Mayid al-Asnaj 
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Aden, 14 
June 1994. 
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INDIA 


U.S. Congress Vetoes Move Against India 


944S0311E Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p | 


[Text] EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE, Washington—It is a 
measure of the changing mood of the U.S. Congress that 
an anti-India move aimed at cutting development assis- 
tance to India was defeated unanimously in the Rules 
Committee of the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday. 


U.S. development assistance and aid under the Interna- 
tional Military Education and Training (IMET) is mea- 
gre—slightly over half a billion dollars a year. For the 
past three years in a row, however, amendments to cut 
this aid have been routinely discussed in the house and 
used by India-baiters to make outlandish charges of 
human rights violations in Punjab and Kashmir. At the 
forefront of such moves have been India’s bete noir 
representative Dan Burton of Indiana and some Cali- 
fornia Congressmen. 


Last year, representatives Dan Burton and Vic Fazio of 
California managed to embarrass India when a similar 
amendment to censure it on human rights violations was 
barely defeated (231 to 202 votes) in the House. 


This year too Rep. Dan Burton was flogging his usual 
legislative agenda. He moved two amendments to the 
Appropriations Bill. Had even one of them been 
admitted, there would have been an embarrassing debate 
in the House on India’s human rights record. Embar- 
rassing, because representative Dan Burton is given to 
making outlandish charges. For the past three years, he 
has been showing old, grisly photographs of some mili- 
tants killed in Punjab, creating the impression that they 
were recent. A day before Prime Minister Rao addressed 
the U.S. Congress, he claimed in the House that ‘‘right 
now in North-Western India in a place called Punjab and 
in a place called Kashmir, |.! million Indian troops are 
gang-raping women.” The Congressional response to the 
Indian Prime Minister’s address to a joint session was 
positive. Rao’s visit to the United States and his meeting 
with President Clinton also created the impression that 
the two nations were serious about improving their ties. 


There is also the fact that U.S. Congressmen are getting 
better informed about India, especially its economic 
reforms. This 1s the direct result of lobbying by members 
of the India Caucus led by Congressman Jim McDer- 
mott, by the lobbyist hired by India as well as by the big 
U.S. Corporations in the India Interest Group. Con- 
gressmen almost always listen to the voice of American 
business. 


Relations With U.S. Seen Improving 
94450311F Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p 8 


[Unattributed article: “Towards Better Ties] 
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[Text] With a tangible shift beginning to become discern- 
ible in Indo-US relations, it 1s time the two countries 
took it as a starting point to iron out differences that had 
soured mutual relations in the past. The immediate 
manifestation of the face-off was the US action in letting 
more than a year go by without sending an envoy to New 
Delhi. To many in India this appeared to be a deliberate 
downgrading of the world’s largest democracy to second 
class status. Then there were other issues where US took 
an uncompromising stand. The combined effect was the 
strengthening of the belief that the South Asia policy of 
the US tended to tilt in favour of Pakistan vis-a-vis 
India. The latest thaw, as seen in the changed nuance of 
the US policy on Kashmir, both in tone and content, is a 
welcome development from the Indian point of view. 
Apart from this, there are indications of serious efforts 
on the part of White House to put relations with India on 
a sound footing. This is evident from the move to send a 
scholar and expert on India, possibly Ainsley T. 
Embree—known for his vast knowledge of India, its 
history and culture—as special adviser to ambassador- 
designate Frank Wisner. Embree is expected to help the 
US Administration understand the compulsions and 
constraints that shape Indian policies. 


While the sensitivity being shown by the Clinton Admin- 
istration needs to be appreciated, it 1s also necessary for 
India to resist any arm-twisting tactic on the part of the 
super power when it comes to nuclear non-proliferation 
and other issues. At one stage there were fears that the US 
would settle for nothing short of an unconditional sur- 
render on the question of NPT (Non-proliferation Treaty). 
That stage is now over and the US has begun to show a 
better awareness of the reasons for India’s reservations. 
The latest US moves point to an implied respect for India 
and its democratic institutions. This can be treated as the 
tangible fruit of the end of cold war in Indo-US relations. 
Other prickly problems should not be beyond resolution 
once the two sides hold meaningful dialogues. 


Concept of Multilateral Security Talks Decried 


944S0311D Madras INDIAN EXPRESS in English 
18 May 94 p 1 


[Article by Bharat Bhushan: “Security Concerns Not 
Negotiable, Says Official; ‘India Has Not Agreed to 
Multilateral Talks” 


[Text] Washington DC—India’s security concerns were 
not negotiable in ary multilateral fora and therefore the 
United States proposal for multilateral talks concerning 
Indian security and nuclear non-proliferation in South 
Asia was a non-starter, according to a senior Indian 
official accompanying the Indian Prime Minister during 
his visit to the United States. 


The official asserted that no one was more aware than 
India of its own regional security concerns and claimed 
that India had never agreed to discuss them tn any 
multilateral talks. 
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This clear enunciation of the Indian position came on 
the eve of the Prime Minister’s arrival in the U.S. 
capital. The Clinton administration, however, believes 
that both India and Pakistan have in principle agreed to 
multilateral talks on non-proliferation, arms control and 
regional security and has said so in its latest report to the 
U.S. Congress. However, it admitted that some impor- 
tant differences remain on the issue. 


The Indian official suggested that it was jumping the gun 
to talk of details such as the number of countries that 
should participate in the multilateral talks or about 
whether the direction of the talks was global or regional. 
He claimed that India had not even agreed to the concept 
of the multilateral talks. 


The official was asked whether India had not created the 
impressions in the three bilateral rounds of talks with the 
United States that it was agreeable to multilateral talks 
on non-proliferation. He replied that if such an impres- 
sion had been created, and he was not sure whether this 
need had been the case, then it was erroneous. He 
suggested that it was not India’s position to opt for a 
regional non-proliferation solution. 


The official admitted that the issues of non-proliferation, 
arms control and regional security that the United States 
was raising came together in the case of Jammu and 
Kashmir. However, he dismissed out of hand the U.S. 
assessment that Kashmir could be a flashpoint for 
nuclear war between India and Pakistan. 


The official said that it was not entirely correct to suggest 
that India had problems with the United States only 
vis-a-vis the political relationship between the two coun- 
tries. On the economic side too there were some critical 
issues to be discussed, he said. If the United States 
wanted access to the India market, so did India want 
access to U.S. market and there were problems of access 
involved in that. 


Issues relating to intellectual property rights, the use of 
Special 301 provision of the U.S. trade law, the question 
of high technology exports and the movement of Indian 
software personnel remained some thorny issues that 
needed to be sorted out, he said. 


The official was mapping the broad range of political and 
economic issues that would come up in discussions 
between Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and U.S. Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton. The State Department spokesman in 
his regular briefing on Monday reiterated the U.S. expec- 
tation that the non-proliferation issue would certainly be 
discussed by the two leaders. “The President certainly 
expects to have a discussion that would cover a full range 
of subjects with the Prime Minister and those which 
include our shared concerns of a global nature, it would 
include issues about non-proliferation and regional secu- 
rity issues that we raise and discuss with the government 
of India and others on a regular basis.”’ 


Meetings preparatory to the one between Rao and 
Clinton have been going on between Indian and U:S. 
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officials. Last Friday, Indian Ambassador Siddartha 
Shankar Ray met Deputy Secretary of State Strobe 
Talbott in what was described as “an organisational, 
technical meeting.” 


Asked about the significance of the meeting with Lynn 
Davis, an Indian official said that she had sought the 
meeting with the Foreign Secretary but that nothing 
special was expected to be discussed with her. The 
meeting it was suggested would be more in the nature of 
her getting to know the Indian Foreign Secretary whom 
she has not met as yet. 


Article Views New Euroissue Policy 


94AS0311A Madras INDIAN EXPRESS in English 
18 May 94 p8 


[Text] The Government has been quick to respond to the 
message of the embarrassing non(Euro)-issue of VSNL 
[expansion not given]: the market will hammer a bargain 
if equity-related offerings bunch to add up to a mega draft 
on investible funds. But for the saturation of the ‘India 
portfolio’ abroad by numerous GDR flotations, VSNL 
would not perhaps have cut a sorry figure. So, after 
abolishing capital issues control at home, the Govern- 
ment has decided to regulate the rush of issues flooding 
the Euromarket in search of cheap funds. From now on, 
a company based in India can tap the Euromarket once in 
12 months; not more than two Euro issues will be 
permitted to groups during this interval; and permission 
to tap the Euromarket will have to be used up within the 
stipulated quarter. Such grooming obviously clears the 
way for VSNL’s re-entry into the Euromarket. However, 
it would be churlish to decry the entry regulations as 
interventionism, unbecoming of a regime that has 
donned the mantle of liberalisation. Sequencing Eurois- 
sues is essential for decent realisations. 


Though no formal cap has been placed. the size of 
Euroissues is now related to the end-uses of funds raised 
abroad. Besides capital goods imports and approved 
investments abroad—both need funding in foreign 
exchange—Eurofunds can be used to purchase domestic 
plant and equipment as also buildings. Foreign sourcing 
of funds will thus not pre-empt domestic suppliers. If the 
latter are given deemed export treatment, domestic 
sourcing of plant and equipment with low-cost funds 
from abroad will get a fillip. Another permitted end-use 
is repayment of foreign borrowings, either before the due 
date or on schedule. This is eminently sensible as it 
facilitates the replacement of high cost borrowings with 
alien risk capital. 


The new policy provides an escape from high domestic 
interest rates. It will help to reduce, not wholly but 
significantly, dependence on high cost domestic long- 
term funds (supporting investment) with cheap capital 
from abroad. However, it is the public sector enterprises 
that can freely access the Euromarket with equity-related 
instruments under the privatisation policy of reducing 
government ownership of equity from 100 per cent to S| 
per cent. Most large private sector enterprises, in which 
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the equity stake of the Indian controlling interest 1s 
generally small, are wary of equity passing into foreign 
hands. This problem has been mitigated, but not con- 
tained, by the new policy, It allows the use of 15 per cent 
of Euro proceeds for, inter alia, corporate restructuring. 
But there is no way of precluding the acquisition of new 
equity from Euroissues by the principals of foreign 
institutional investors (FIIs) based in India. To contain 
the take-over threat, the Government must reduce the 


ceiling on FIL holdings in India from the current high of 


24 per cent. 


Commentary Laments Lack of Direction for 
Nation 


94ASO311L Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 ps 


[Article by Ashok Mitra: “A Banana Republic Takes 
Shape; Where is India Heading?”’; all quotation marks as 
published] 


[Text] The banana republic connotes a set of ground 
realities. But it also mirrors a certain frame of mind: 
notions are turned upside down, irrationality becomes 
rationality, insult is taken to be accolade. This is the state 
we, It would seem, have finally managed to reach. 


The American administration chose to downgrade our 
Prime Minister's week-long sojourn to God's Own 
Country. Unlike on all previous occasions, this time it was 
not reckoned as a State visit; our Head of Government was 
given the treatment reserved for minor foreign dignitaries 
who are entitled to only some minimal courtesies. 


Propitiation 


We lumped that, tn order to propitiate the US adminis- 
tration we chose to suspend, even if, as our Government 
claims, only temporarily—our missile test firing pro- 
gramme. We also rushed through a new telecommunica- 
tions policy which will gladden the heart of US transna- 
tional corporations. Our spokesman and our media were 
under instructions to make great play of the fact that the 
Prime Minister was invited to address a joint session of 
the US Congress. 


Between the Senate and the House of Representatives, the 
Congress consists of 535 members. Of them, not even 40 
bothered to be present and listen to the Indian Prime 
Minister's address; the empty seats of the chamber, had to 
be filled by minions from the Indian Embassy and their 
family members and by some of the officials from new 
Delhi who constituted the Prime Minister's entourage. 


Even the press gallery was principally occupied by the 
plane-load of journalists the Prime Minister had taken 
along with him. The visit of the Indian Prime Minister 
and his perorations at New York, Houston, Boston and 
Washington, D.C. were blacked out by the American 
media. This was not deliberate, but matter of course. A 
banana republic 1s taken for granted. 
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India was no longer the ogre leading the great non- 
aligned movement, There was no Krishna Menon 
around to incense, 7ime magazine by his forked tongue, 
and this puny visitor from a diminished country was no 
Jawaharlal Nehru or Indira Gandhi. 


At the joint press conference following his session in the 
Oval Room with the US President, our Prime Minister was 
cut to size; he was simply ignored by the media, Only one 
American journalist chose to ask him a question; that was 
on the human rights situation in Kashmir, and the answer 
he gave was received with unconcealed disbelief. 


The rest of the time, the Prime Minister of the world’s 
largest democracy was a mute onlooker, even as corre- 
spondent after correspondent kept targeting a barrage of 
questions at the US President, not on US-Indian rela- 
tions, but on his domestic health programme, on Haiti, 
on China’s MFN (Most Favoured Nation) status, on the 
domestic interest rate structure, and so on. 


But Clinton spoke a few polite words about our country; 
these were obligatory for the occasion. He was, however, in 
no generous mood; he left none in doubt that the American 
administration would continue to harass New Delhi on the 
issues Of nuclear non-proliferation, regional disarmament, 
Kashmir and human rights; there was going to be no 
switching off of the heat following the visit. 


His promise to send two special emissaries—the Secretary 
of Commerce and the Energy Secretary—in the course of 
the year is not bereft of significance either; one Secretary 
will press India to allow further market access to US goods 
and services; the other one is to ensure that the Indian 
authorities do not renege at the last moment their pledge to 
buy dozens and dozens of obsolete power plants from the 
United States and additionally guarantee American inves- 
tors a minimum rate of return of 16 per cent. 


This is precisely where the state of the mind becomes 
relevant. All sensitivities are spent. The banana republic 
does not even realise that it 1s at the receiving end of the 
banana republic treatment. Every insult is regarded as a 
benediction. 


A Dream World 


The Prime Minister of the world’s largest democracy 
misses the import of the adage that dignity is as dignity 
does; as he emerges from his tete-a-tete with the US 
President, he gloatingly informs the world press that, 
look, there has been no twisting of his arm. No Jawaha- 
rlal Nehru or Indira Gandhi could have imagined that an 
Indian Prime Minister was capable of sinking to such a 
grovelling .evel. 


But a banana republic has its own code. It lives in its own 
illusory world. The block of press people who accompa- 
nied the Prime Minister would, for the next month and 
thereabouts, write dutiful columns on what a thundering 
success the Prime Minister's American safari was, on the 
umpteen points he succeeded in scoring off Pakistan. on 
how well his speeches went down with the US audicnees, 
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on how American industrialists and businessmen were 
totally bowled over when our Prime Minister described 
to them the limitless possibilities of the market India 
offered, on how our Prime Minister’s quote from 
Abraham Lincoln completely befuddled a nondescript 
US State Department official named Raphel. 


Such is the banana republic state of the mind or, if one 
were to use that state-of-the-art expression, mind-set, A 
banana republic assumes itself to be the centre of the 
universe. The reality is that it is nobody. It gets accus- 
tomed to the role of a vassal State, but imagines the 
serfdom to be sovereignty. Its press becomes excruciat- 
ingly conformist. We are currently witnessing the 
unfolding of this phenomenon. 


Act of Accommodation 


Our Government, if we have to go by our media, can do 
no wrong, and the Americans, thanks to the Prime 
Minister's visit, have shed all their reservations about 
our country; even on Kashmir and the nuclear business, 
the Americans, it will be asserted, have been most 
understanding. A surrender to foreign pressure, don’t 
you know, is not really surrender, but an act of accom- 
modation. The lingo itself undergoes a transformation. 
We no longer talk of a suspension of our missile devel- 
opment programme, we merely ‘cap’ it. 


The banana republic has arrived, and it has brought 
along with it a new manual of manners and norms. The 
poor have dropped out of the nation’s conscience. The 
nation itself is now defined in terms of the foibles and 
predilections of the top 10 or 15 per cent of the social 
stratum. The latter dream American and think America. 
Their priorities determine official policy. Thanks to the 
spate of economic reforms since 1991; this upper crust 
had never had it so good; the consumerist arcadia they 
have attained has, therefore, to be protected at all cost. 


The high living of the upper classes has been made 
possible by interminable borrowings from foreign par- 
ties; such borrowings have been contingent upon letting 
go, in substantial measure, bits and pieces of the nation’s 
economic sovereignty. The surrender of economic pre- 
rogatives cannot but endanger political sovereignty as 
well, as we are increasingly likely to learn in the course of 
the next few months; President Clinton has promised as 
much. But the upper crust mind-set is not disturbed. 


This mind-set expresses itself only in cliches: globalisa- 
tion 1s good; we must integrate with the world; the 
market must be free; there is no substitute for efficiency; 
privatisation promotes efficiency. 


What good globalisation has till now done to the country 
is a query this mind-set feels no need to respond to; the 
fact that such data as are available suggest that efficiency 
in the Indian public sector units as a whole, measured by 
the rate of return, has in recent years been much higher 
than in the private sector does not impress them. Nor do 
they like to be detained by such abstractions as loss of 
national sovereignty. 


JPRS-NEA-94-034 
29 June 1994 


Since they never had it so good, why should they worry 
whether their country has been reduced to the state of a 
banana republic and, anyway, what is wrong with being 
a banana republic? 


The Prime Minister and his entourage perhaps know 
better. But they have their private concerns. The model 
they have opted for, they know, is unsustainable without 
a continuous, and rising inflow of foreign funds. In past 
decades, such funds were arranged on a government- 
to-government basis, with some master-of ceremonies 
role on the part of the World Bank. The cessation of the 
Cold War has ended the chapter of government- 
to-government munificence. Private capital inflows now 
offer the only possibility of escape. 


The wretched foreigners are, however, not coming in 
droves, and they are not investing in growth. American 
business and industry are playing hard. India is an 
eleventh-rate country which does not hold their interest. 
They will come only if their charter of demands is fully 
granted, and perhaps not even then. There 1s no evidence 
that the Americans ever helped any banana republic to 
develop into an economically strong nation. It is the fate 
of a banana republic to continue to be a dependent 
territory. 


The Suffering Many 


The upper crust will not mind that state of being, but will 
they be able to hold down the nation’s overwhelming 
majority who will get nothing; absolutely nothing, out of 
the emerging social end economic arrangements’ The 
Prime Minister may keep visiting the United States 
oftener, US officials may increase the frequency of their 
visits to our shores, the answer to the riddle however lies 
within the country itself. 


GATT Ratification by Cabinet, Not Parliament 


94AS0311H Bangalore DECCAN HERALD tn English 
27 May 94 p 8 


[Article by Basheer Hussain: “GATT Accord and the 
Indian Constitution; No Real Role for Parliament” |} 


[Text] The Opposition parties have been demanding that 
the GATT (General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) 
accord should be ratified by the Parliament. Union 
Commerce Minister Pranab Mukherjee, addressing a 
meeting of the Congressmen at Bhubaneswar on April 
24, said: “The Union Council of Ministers 1s fully 
empowered to take a decision under the Indian Const:- 
tution where Parliament has no role.” 











JPRS-NEA-94-034 
29 June 1994 


He further said: ‘Scores of treaties and agreements had 
been signed by India in the past after being approved by 
the Council of Ministers and no one has ever raised the 
question as to why it was not debated in Parliament,” 
and added “Articles 73(b) and 253 fully empower the 
Cabinet to take such decisions.” 


Provisions 


In view of this controversy, it is pertinent to examine the 
relevant provisions of the Constitution. The following 
are the provisions relating to conclusion and enforce- 
ment of treaties in the Indian Constitution: Articles 
51(c), 73(b), 253 and Entry 14 of List I in the Seventh 
Schedule. 


Art. 51(c) is the Directive Principle of State Policy and it 
urges the State to endeavour to foster respect for inter- 
national law and treaty obligations. Art. 73(b) states that 
the executive power of the Indian Union is exercisable 
without prior legislation to enforce the provisions of a 
treaty provided it does not conflict with the provisions of 
the Constitution. Art. 253 gives power to Parliament to 
make laws even encroaching upon the State subjects 
enumerated in the State List Il of the Seventh Schedule 
for implementing a treaty. 


In other words, what Parliament by itself cannot do, it 
can do, aided by a treaty. Finally Entry 14 of the List I of 
the Seventh Schedule confers on the Union Government 
exclusive power to conclude treaties with foreign coun- 
tries. 


To understand the implications of the constitutional 
provisions relating to treaty, one has to know the British 
Common Law practice and the attitude of the Indian 
judiciary. British Common Law is in force in India by 
virtue of Art. 272. For instance, the personal laws of 
Muslims and Hindus, and the Law of Torts are part of 
British Common Law. 


According to Common Law practice it is the royal prerog- 
ative to make a treaty. But if the treaty were to alter the 
internal law either by conferring rights on individuals or 
depriving individuals of their rights which they enjoy 
under the domestic law, that treaty requires legislation by 
parliament. It is known as enabling act. It means unless 
Parliament by appropriate legislation incorporates the 
provisions of a treaty into its domestic law (Municipal 
Law) it does not become part of English Law. 


Executive Act 


The reason why the enabling act of Parliament is 
required to enforce a treaty internally is, that the con- 
clusion of a treaty is an executive act. Neither Houses of 
Parliament participate in the treaty-making process. If 
the treaty were to be enforced internally without the 
enabling act of Parliament, it amounts to the executive 
being empowered to legislate. This may be dangerous. 
The British practice is that the enabling act is passed by 
parliament before the treaty 1s ratified. 
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There is also a practice called the Ponsonby Rule, Under 
this Rule, a treaty is laid before Parliament 21 days prior 
to ratification and publication in the United Kingdom 
Treaty Series. However this is not a legal requirement. 


In America 


Under the United States Constitution, the President has 
the ““Power by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, to make treaties provided two-thirds of the 
Senators present concur” (Art. 6). 


As the US Senate, one of the houses of the legislature, 
participates in the treaty-making process, “all treaties 
which shall be made under the Authority of the US shall 
be the supreme law of the land” (Art. 6). An enabling act 
to enforce a treaty internally is not required. 


The courts in India follow the British practice. The 
President of India like the Queen in England is compe- 
tent to make a treaty. If a treaty were to affect the rights 
of a citizen, it has to be supported by legislation. 


In Maganbhai vs Union of India (1969, SC). The 
Supreme Court said: “If as a consequence of the exercise 
of executive power, the rights of citizens or others are 
restricted or infringed or laws are modified, the exercise 
must be supported by legislation, when there is no such 
restriction, infringement of the right or modification of 
the laws, the executive is competent to exercise power.” 


Besides infringement of rights, legislation is also 
required to give effect to a treaty which provides for 
payment of money to a foreign power which must be 
drawn from the Consolidated Funds of India (Moti Lal 
vs Uttar Pradesh, 1961 Allahabad High Court). 


However, an amendment to the Constitution 1s neces- 
sary to cede Indian territory to a foreign State (re. 
Berubari Union of India, 1960 Supreme Court). 


But neither an amendment to the Constitution nor 
legislation is necessary for an agreement with a foreign 
State to refer a boundary dispute to an international 
tribunal or to implement the award of the tribunal. 
Changes in the boundary line can be done by executive 
following the award. Boundary settlements or the awards 
of tribunals should be recognised by the courts of our 
country (Maganbhai vs Union of India). 


The GATT accord does not, in any way, infringe the 
legal rights of an Indian citizen. If the Government of 
India had felt that GATT would infringe or modify the 
rights of the citizens it would have introduced appro- 
priate legislation in Parliament to bring the Indian laws 
in accordance with the provisions of GATT before 
ratification. 


Assumption 


It should be noted that Article 27 of the Vienna Conven- 
tion on the Law of Treaties stipulates: “A party may not 
invoke the provisions of its internal law as a justification 
for its failure to perform a treaty.” A country cannot 
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legislate out of international law. The courts while, 
giving effect to the provisions of treaty internally, should 
presume that it was not the intention of the executive or 
parliament to violate the law of the land. 


India Tobacco Corporation Makes Global 
Emergence 


944503111 Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p 13 


[Article: “ITC Plans To Emerge as Global Player’’] 


[Text] Calcutta, May 26—ITC [India Tobacco Corpora- 
tion] has re-emphasised its objective to emerge as India’s 
first multinational even as it announced a bonus issue of 
shares after reporting a net profit of Rs. [Rupees] 206 
crore for 1993-1994, 


‘Strong Indian companies should go overseas with 
their products and services as India’s flag bearers,” ITC 
Chairman K.L. Chugh observed while reporting a gross 
income of Rs. 4,280 crore in the last fiscal. 


Explaining his company’s corporate strategy in a libera- 
lised regime Mr Chugh said: “It has been my firm belief 
that in order to integrate ourselves fast with the global 
economy, foreign investment and technology should be 
inducted through multinationals in areas that are 
needed.” 


Mr Chugh’s observations made after a meeting of the 
board here yesterday are significant because the com- 
pany recently thwarted British American Tobacco 
(BAT)’s [as published] efforts to get a controlling stake 
and hive off some of ITC’s non-traditional businesses. 


It was, however, obvious that Mr Chugh’s corporate 
philosophy of taking on multinational predators applied 
only to hostile takeover bids. 


Though the ITC Chairman did not specifically mention 
the Centre for its support during his successful operation 
to stonewall BAT, it was clear that the company per- 
ceives a period of closer ties with the Union Finance 
Ministry. 


ITC’s profits before tax increased 34 percent over that of 
1992-93 to Rs. 350 crore (Rs. 261.48 crore). With a 
market capitalisation of Rs. 6,794 crore it continued to 
be among India’s blue chips. The company’s foreign 
exchange earnings totalled Rs. 822 crore. 


Economist Chelliah Calls for Indian Common 
Market 

944S0311J Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p 13 


[Text] New Delhi, May 26 (PTI)}—The Government 
should create an Indian common market to propel the 
growth of the economy by removing octroi and other 
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forms of levies which hinder the free inter-state move- 
ment of goods, according to eminent economist, Dr Raja 
Chelliah. 


These barriers prevent the establishment of a common 
market as well as hinder faster development, especially 
the backward states, he said. 


The states must also change the mindset of its political 
leaders and bureaucrats, simplify procedures for 
approvals and inspections if they are to attract invest- 
ment, essential for economic development, Dr Chelliah 
said at a seminar held here recently. 


He said unless the backward states take steps to tone up 
their administration and end “licence raj” and “‘inspec- 
tion raj,” they are likely to lose more in the race for 
development. 


Inaugurating the seminar, organised by the Centre for 
New Perspectives, Mr K.C. Pant, Chairman of the tenth 
finance commission, called for developing a consensus 
on the issue of non-plan expenditure of the Government. 


Tamil Nadu: Political Factions Said Mushrooming 


944S0311C Madras INDIAN EXPRESS in English 
18 May 94 p 5 


[Article: “A Variety of Splits”; quotation marks as pub- 
lished] 


[Text] EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE, Tiruchi—The past 
one year seems iv be a year of spiits for some major and 
minor political parties in Tamil Nadu and the latest one 
has occurred in the Pattali Makkal Katchi [PMK]. Pan- 
rutti S. Ramachandran, who was the solitary MLA 
(Member of Legislative Assembly) elected on the PMK 
ticket to the assembly in 1991, has been expelled from 
the party and he launched a new party on Sunday called 
‘Makkal Nala Urimai Kazhagam.’ 


(The ‘Makkal Nala Urimai Kazhagam’ is the second 
political party in the state to have the portrait of a person 
in the double colour flag and this party has chosen to 
have the portrait of saint Thir\ valluvar in the flag. The 
first political party, perhaps in the whole country, to 
have the portrait of a person in the flag, was AAADMK 
(All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam), which 
had chosen to have the portrait of Anna in the flag from 
1972, when it split from the DMK (Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam). 


There is a wind of change sweeping the political scene in 
the state since October 3 last year. A storm broke out in 
the DMK in Oct 1993 in the wake of the party supremo 
Karunanidhi’s allegation based on unconfirmed IB 
reports that the LTTE [Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam] was plotting against him to promote the interests 
of V. Gopalsamy, MP (Member of Parliament). This 
triggered off a Dig controversy culminating in the split in 
the party and leading to the formation of a separate 
political party ‘Marumalarchi DMK’ last week in 
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Madras. This is the second major split suffered by the 
DMK since 1972 when MGR quit and formed his own 


party. 


The Marumalarchi DMK is making its electoral debut in 
Mylapore and Perundurai constituencies. 


The Pattali Makkal Katchi founded by S. Ramdas, a 
medical practitioner, was split into two with the expul- 
sion of Panrutti Ramachandran. Panrutti and Neilikk- 
uppam Krishnamurthy, a former MLA, have formed the 
new party ‘Makkal Nala Urimai Kazhagam.’ 


As a result of the split in the Indian Union Muslim 
League, the Tamil Nadu unit is also split. The TN unit 1s 
now led by AKA Abdul Samad and the splinter group 
‘Indian National League’ by M.A. Latheef. Both AKA 
Abdul Samad and MA Latheef have become the all- 
Indian general secretaries of their respective parties. 


There is a mushroom growth of regional parties in the 
state and it is difficult to keep count of them. One could 
have an idea of the number of regional parties only when 
the Doordarshan and AIR (All India Radio) broadcast 
the messages of political leaders on the eve of important 
festivals like Pongal, Tamil New Year’s Day. 


A seasoned political leader with three decades’ existence 
in public life humorously remarked that he came to 
know of the number of political parties in Tamil Nadu 
only during the Tamil New Year's Day and Pongal when 
TV and AIR in its news bulletins would broadcast the 
festival messages of leaders of various political parties. 


The Congress in Tamil Nadu 1s having three factions, 
one headed by Vazhappadi Ramamurthy, TNCC (Tamil 
Nadu (Indira) Congress Committee) (1) chief, G.K. 
Moopanar, a senior party leader and K.V. Thangabalu, 
Union Minister of State for Welfare. 


Nehru’s Enlightened Foreign Policy Viewed 


944S0311G Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p 8 


[Article by P.N. Benjamin: ‘Foreign Policy in the Nehru 
Era’’; quotation marks as published] 


[Text] Today (May 27) the nation observes the 30th 
anniversary of the passing away of Jawaharlal Nehru. 
Nehru’s life and work cannot be studied in isolation. It 1s 
an integral part of the Gandhian era. 


Gandhi and Nehru guided the destiny of India during the 
turbulent days of the freedom struggle. They represented 
different facets of a giant nation awakening from a long 
slumber. Gandhiji stressed the spiritual nature of man, 
while Nehru emphasised unity within the family of man. 


Their ideals and endeavours were never in conflict; they 
were complementary to each other. From this heritage 
flow the ideals of democracy, socialism and secularism 
and a foreign policy of peace and non-alignment. 
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It is rare in history that there is almost total identifica- 
tion between a political figure and a certain policy. The 
idea of non-alignment free from power blocs, as distinct 
from the earlier concept of neutrality or the later pejo- 
rative phrase ‘neutral!sm,’ is associated both in its origin 
and its evolution with Jawaharlal Nehru. 


He anticipated the needs of the newly-independent coun- 
tries of a world dominaied by very powerful systems. 
Because of the nature of the Indian national movement 
and his personal ability to articulate embryonic ideas, 
Nehru was able to champion the cause of non-alignment 
in a most attractive manner. 


The origins of the Indian policy of non-alignment have 
been faithfully recorded in the speeches of Nehru and the 
documents of the Indian National Congress throughout 
the Thirties. A study of these documents proves how 
inevitable the policy of non-alignment was after India 
became independent. 


There was no doubt, from the very beginning, in Nehru's 
mind that the essence of independence lay in the ability 
of the new Indian State to take decisions free from any 
external influence. He realised that while in internation- 
alism economic relations have to be built, those relations 
should not in any way take on a character which would 
condition our political outlook and our foreign policy. 


Nehru was totally opposed to any kind of economic 
co-operation that offended either the dignity or the 
prospects of independence. That was his definition or 
understanding of non-align ment in international affairs. 


It was not as though he sat one morning and found out a 
phrase. As he said: “Foreign policies grow, they will not 
come out of a box or anything of that kind. Non- 
alignment, in brief words, is simply the expression of 
national independence in the sphere of international 
relations. An independent country has to remain non- 
aligned. A powerful country seeks allies..... but a country 
like ours which wants to be independent internally. It is 
for us to realise that smaller nations, newer nations, who 
are non-aligned, have also their ideas of independence.” 


Nehru realised and recognised that India had ‘no par- 
ticular mission in this world, in the sense, of trying to tell 
other people what to do. But at the same time, she had 
the mission of playing an equal, responsible and signifi- 
cant part in the destinies of the world as any other: and. 
on account of our size, on account of our importance. to 
do it as well as possible.” 


Nehru was the first statesman of the world to recognise 
the significance of Africa and he was one of those people 
who anticipated that in far shorter time than even 
optimists dared to hope that the great continent of Africa 
would become free. 


In 1954, India was the first country to come forward and 
ask for a standstill agreement in regard to the nuclear 
bomb. Nehru knew that the stopping of these tests did 
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not mean much. He knew all about its effects not oniv on 
his generation but generations to come. 


Long before non-alignment figured in the international 
affairs circuit in the mid-Fifties, India had become visibly 
active in world affairs. The call for an Asian Relations 
Conference a few months before the actual transfer of 
power was daring for a government which was yet to find 
its feet. Nevertheless, it reflected the irrepressible urge of 
the first country to have broken out of the colonial yoke, to 
play a purposeful role in international affairs. 


More specifically, the government-level conference on 
Indonesia that Nehru called in Delhi in 1949 bears 
testimony to his interest, urge and determination that 
independent India should be active in international 
affairs. 


It is not necessary to go into a detailed study of all the 
steps in the evolution of Nehru’s foreign policy, but the 
decision to remain in the Commonwealth, the active 
diplomatic initiatives in Korea and Indo-China and 
championing the cause of Egypt during the Suez crisis 
are memorable milestones. Synchronised with these 
developments, was the continuous process of the devel- 
opment of Afro Asian personality which had its roots in 
the Asian Relations Conference and culminated in 
Bandung in 1955. 


The success of Nehru’s policy was due to his cool 
realistic reassessment of India’s own limited ability to 
contribute effectively to solutions of problems. Inflated 
rhetoric without any serious intention to translate words 
into reality was repugnant to Nehru’s mind. 


An important feature of India’s foreign policy during 
Nehru’s time was that the Government’s effort to inform 
and enlighten the people on international issues. 


In the early period of Indian independence, Nehru 
impressed upon the people that great as India had been in 
the past and hoped to be in the future, we could not exist 
in isolation as it would be good neither for us nor for the 
rest of the humanity without which we could not live. 


Nehru’s National Contribution Recalled 


944S0311K Bangalore DECCAN HERALD in English 
27 May 94 p 6 


[All quotation marks, names as published] 


[Text] Hyderabad, May 27: Rich tributes were paid to 
the first Premier Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru at a collo- 
quium on “Relevance of Jawaharlal Nehru’s Philosophy 
in Contemporary India” organised by the AP Chapter of 
the Jawaharlal Nehru National Youth Cenire (JNNYC), 
here on Friday. 


The Minister for Panchayat Raj, Mr D.K. Samarasimha 
Reddy, said had he (Nehru) not laid the foundation for 
democracy, the country would not have seen such a 
development in spite of experiencing turbulent times on 
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many an occasion. He said Pandit Nehru, who under- 
stood the crux of the Indian polity, thought it fit to 
further cement the democratic set up. “He was instru- 
mental in giving a right mix of socialism and capitalism 
to suit the Indian conditions,” he observed. 


Mr Samarasimha Reddy said the former Prime Minister 
time and again used to remind the people to attain 
self-reliance while maintaining cordial relationship with 
America and Russia. For the over all development, 
Panditji had introduced the Five-Year Plan and gave 
impetus to industrial and agricultural development. “To 
sustain a democracy, Panditji has also framed the three- 
wheel vehicle—the Legislature, the Executive and the 
Judiciary. If any one of these wheels fails, democracy 1s 
bound to collapse.” he added. 


The Minister described Nehru as a true democrat, a 
Statesman par excellence and a visionary who had 
ensured the country the present status of a developing 
nation. “He was also a true secular,” he pointed out. All 
through his life, Nehru opposed import of technology 
and hence he had laid a strong foundation for scientific 
and research laboratories. ‘“‘None could forget Panditji’s 
contribution to the technological capabilities.” He said 
Nehru was the architect of the Non-aligned Movement 
and the father of the ‘Panch Shell.’ 


The Reserve Bank of India Director, Mr Ch Hanu- 
mantha Rao, said even Russian economists were 
attracted to Nehru’s policies. He said democracy was the 
only tool for any country’s development and cited how 
Communism collapsed in Russia and elsewhere in 
Europe. He said the day was not far when even China 
would get attracted to democracy. 


Mr Mohit Sen, Chairman, United Communist Party, Dr 
K. Keshav Rao, Chairman of the Rajiv Technology Mis- 
sion, Ms Nannapaneni Rajakumari, Chief Whip, and Mr 
P. Goverdhan Reddy, JNNYC Chairman, also spoke. 


The Congress MP (Member of Parliament), Mr T. Ven- 
katram Reddy, who was to participate in the seminar, 
could not attend. In his speech, which was read out in 
absentia, Mr Reddy said: “Even after three decades had 
passed since Panditji left us, his impact on every aspect 
of national life continues to be felt. Such was his contri- 
bution during the freedom struggle and as a leader of the 
nascent free India that he was the unchallenged leader 
and a darling of the masses.” 


He said though Panditji was born with a silver spoon in 
his mouth, his sacrifices and self-denial were supreme. 
Panditji was instrumental in India’s modernisation pro- 
cess and introducing a scientific temper in order to 
eradicate poverty and fighting superstition, orthodoxy 
and such customs and practices that came in the way of 
progress and development. 


He said no historian dared te forget Nehru’s contrbu- 
tion as a world leader, as a man of the masses and as a 
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human being without whom India would not have been 
committed to the ideals of secularism, socialism and 
planning. 


Tighter Copyright Procedures Viewed 


944S0311B Madras INDIAN EXPRESS in English 
18 May 94 p 11 


[Text] EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE New Delhi—The 
Government is hoping to tighten the enforcement of 
copyright laws against pirated video films and audio 
cassettes through new training programmes to educate 
police and customs officials about the intricacies of 
intellectual property rights. 


Come November, a series of seminars will be held in 
Delhi in collaboration with the World Intellectual Prop- 
erty Organisation in Geneva for senior levels of the 
police and customs departments. 


These seminars will shift later to the states for the benefit 
of junior officials. 


The Centre is also planning to request the states to set up 
a Copyright Enforcement Cell which will oversee the 
enforcement of the copyright laws. 


Briefing mediapersons on the amended Copyright Law 
passed by Parliament last week, Additional Secretary in 
the Education Department, Y.N. Chaturvedi admitted 
that the Law was a “brain-twister.”’ Its implementation 
was faulty, he said, mainly because the police, which is 
the enforcing agency, did not have a basic knowledge of 
its provisions. 


Regarding the recent Amendment, Chaturvedi said it 
would have “far reaching effects’ in protecting the 
intellectual property rights of creative artists, particu- 
larly the poorer and more vulnerable ones. 


One of the important changes introduced by the Amend- 
ment is redefining what constitutes a copyrighted 
musical work. The Amendment moves away from the 
traditional British definition that musical compositions 
had to be written or notated to warrant copyright pro- 
tection. 


“Since much of Indian music is not in the form of 
graphic notations, the identity of a musical composition 
will now be through its author,” Chaturvedi said. 


In addition, the Amendment for the first time gives 
rights to performers such as snake charmers, acrobats, 
conjurers, actors and singers, making it mandatory for 
anybody to seek their permission for a video or audio 
recording. 


Computer programmes, cinematography films and 
sound recordings have also been brought under the 
purview of the Act. 
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IRAN 


Tax Revenues To Fund Development Projects 


94LA0178C Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 May 94 p 3 


[Text] According to the deputy minister of economic and 
financial affairs, 40 percent of the nation’s tax revenues 
is used for development projects. 


Speaking Sunday in Mashhad, Daryush Iranbandi added 
that the project to use tax revenues in the provinces for 
regional projects is being studied. 


At a get-acquainted meeting with the new Khorasan 
general manager of economic and financial affairs, he 
said: The government’s policy is that oil revenues should 
be invested in infrastructure affairs and on national 
projects. 


He explained: To provide means to investors, henceforth 
investors in regional projects will be exempt from taxes 
for five years. 


Iranbandi said: With the expansion of tax sources and a 
view to society’s economy, an office for deputy governor- 
general of economic affairs will also be created in the 
provincial general offices of economic and financial 
affairs. 


He cited the hiring of 1,500 new personnel in the tax 
auditing department as another program in the Ministry 
of Economic and Financial Affairs. 


At this meeting ’Ali Zarif-Golzar was introduced as the 
new Khorasan general manager of economic and finan- 
cial affairs. 


Besharati Says 31 Political Groups Active in Iran 


94LA0178A Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 May 94 p 2 


[Text] The minister of the interior announced: Currently 
there are 31 groups and political organizations operating 
in Iran with authorization from the Ministry of the 
Interior. 


In an interview with IRNA’s correspondent on Monday, 
*Ali Mohammad Besharati added: Every group and 
political party is authorized to operate politically under 
the Constitution. 


He said: Every week a commission including represen- 
tatives from the judicial power and the Majles meets at 
the ministry under the supervision of the deputy min- 
ister of the interior for political affairs and considers 
proposals from political and trade groups. 


He explained: If the charters and statements of purpose 
of the political and trade groups conform to the provi- 
sions of the Constitution, they will be issued licenses to 
begin work and activities. 
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Besharati emphasized: This license constitutes official 
recognition of those political and trade groups. 


He said most of the proposals for group activities in the 
country are from trade organizations. 


The minister of the interior said: Currently 66 trade 
groups and 22 organizations affiliated with religious 
activities and nonprofit institutions have obtained 
licenses to operate. 


Tehran Governor-General Resigns 


94LA0178B Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
9 May 94 p 2 


[Text] Engineer Hoseyn Taheri, governor-general of 
Tehran, resigned from his post. 


An official in the Ministry of the Interior confirmed this 
and explained that Mr. Besharati, minister of the inte- 
rior, has announced his consent to the resignation of the 
governor-general of Tehran. 


On the other hand, the Ministry of the Interior Public 
Relations Office announced: Following acceptance of the 
resignation of the governor-general of Tehran, the min- 
ister of the interior appointed him as his consultant. 


In his order appointing him as consultant, Mohammad 
‘Ali Besharati praised Engineer Taheri for his long term 
of service as governor-general of Tehran. 


Engineer Hoseyn Taheri served 10 years and four 
months as governor-general of Tehran. It is said that 
several days ago he announced his resignation to the 
minister of the interior. 


Family Planning, Genetic Counseling Center 
Opens 


941.40178M Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
5 May 94 p 5 


[Text] The first family planning and genetic counseling 
center in Gilan has begun operating, with the aim of 
preventing social infirmities and diseases. 


Miss Hafezi, chief of the province of Gilan Welfare 
Organization’s Office To Prevent Social Infirmities and 
Diseases said on Monday: This office was established 
with various specialties, and is adequate to prevent 
social infirmities and diseases through talking with fam- 
ilies and assisting them. 


She said: The Family Planning Center operates at no 
charge, consulting with families in person and by tele- 
phone. It studies emotional, psychological, social, and 
marriage problems for all classes, including youth, young 
people, girls, boys, fathers, and old people. 


According to her the Family Planning Center is per- 
mitted according to religious practice to hear family 
secrets and it solves problems without giving names. 
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The genetic consultant at this center also acts as a 
premarital and prenatal consultant to offer guidance, 
answer questions, and clear up ambiguities concerning 
the ways in which inherited diseases and infirmities are 
transmitted and how to prevent it. 


Nonoil Imports Detailed 


94LA0178D Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
5 May 94 p 3 


[Text] In the 12 months of the year 1372 [21 March 
1993-20 March 1994], 17.61 million tons of nonoil 
goods was imported into the country, 91 percent of 
which came in through ports and the other 9 percent of 
which came into the country across land borders. 


Of the imported goods, 7.1 million tons was basic goods, 
and the remaining 10.5 million tons was nonbasic goods. 
The shares of the ports and the land borders in unloading 
basic goods were 98 and 2 percent, respectively. 


The Public Relations Office of the Ministry of Roads 
and Transportation reports that during this period 15.2 
million tons of imported goods was shipped into the 
country (6.4 million tons of basic goods and 8.8 million 
tons of nonbasic goods), of which 12.3 million tons was 
shipped by truck (81 percent of the shipping tonnage) 
and the remaining 2.9 million tons was shipped by rail 
(19 percent of the shipping tonnage). 


Likewise, during this period 6,923,000 tons of oil prod- 
ucts was unloaded at the ports, and this figure was not 
included in the total imports figure. 


At the end of the month of Esfand [19 March 1994] 
758,000 tons of goods was left in storage at the border 
entry points. 


Gonaveh Port Exports 564 Tons of Goods 


94L.A0178E Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 May 94 p 5 


[Text] A total of 564 tons of nonoil export goods valued 
at 736,929,000 rials [R] went through Gonaveh customs 
bound for the Arab nations of the Persian Gulf during 
the month of Farvardin [21 March-20 April 1994]. 


The chief of Gonaveh Customs said: This amount rep- 
resents a 37-percent increase in terms of weight over the 
same period last year and a decrease of about 9 percent 
compared to the same period last year in terms of value. 


Zabihollah Jamali added: Likewise, during this period 
93 tons of goods valued at R1 16,442,000 was imported 
into the country through this customs office by various 
trade and peddler cooperatives. 


He said the main items exported through this customs 
office were plastic and melamine containers and 
ceramics and that tea, automobile tires, and sewing 
thread were the main import items. 
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Kohkiluyeh Natural Resources Threatened 


94LA0178F Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
4 May 94 p 5 


[Text] The director of the Gachsaran Reconstruction 
Jihad said: Natural resources are endangered in the 
province of Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad due to utiliza- 
tion without regard to technical and scientific principles. 


Engineer Nehavandi said: The amount of livestock in 
this province exceeds the capacity of the pastures and the 
fuel for 70 percent of the rural people is procured from 
the wood of forest trees. 


He added: In addition to this, the conversion of pastures 
for low-yield dry farming and improper plowing on 
slopes has destroyed the plant cover and the good fodder. 
With the destruction of the pastures and forests, the soil 
in this province is eroding rapidly. 


Among the damaging effects of the destruction of natural 
resources in this province, he cited the harmful floods of 
the last few years in Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad and 
the excessive rural emigration to the cities. 


Of the 16,000 square kilometers of total area in the 
province of Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad, 230,000 hect- 
ares is agricultural lands and the rest is forest and 
pasture. 


Discarded Cigarette Ignites Polluted River 


94LA0178G Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
8 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Petroleum products and flammable materials in 
the Siyahrud River in Qa’emshahr caused a fire on this 
river Friday. 


Mohammad ’Ali Lotfi, a fire-fighting official in Qa’em- 
shahr, said: The petroleum products came into this river 
via the sewage channels from Textile Factory No. 1. 


He added: The fire started when someone passing by 
threw his cigarette flame into the river. 


Lotfi said: The fire immediately covered a large part of 
the river with 20-meter flames. 


He added: The fire was put out by fire-fighting officials, 
and the petroleum products were also cleaned out of the 
river. 


Over 600 Kg Opium Seized in Fars Province 


94LA0178H Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
8 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Police antinarcotics officials seized 605 kg of 
opium in Shiraz, Darab, Lamard, and Nayriz in Fars 
Province. 
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The Fars Police Precinct public relations official said on 
Saturday: This opium was seized during the last few days 
from passing vehicles, and the distribution agents were 
identified. 


According to him, several of the primary defendants 
involved in distributing the opium were arrested and 
turned over to judicial officials. 


Greater Tehran Antinarcotics Activities Viewed 


94LA01781 Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
9 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Events Service—The second executive meeting of 
judicial officials involved in the antinarcotics campaign 
and the Greater Tehran Police was held to study proce- 
dures for conducting the antinarcotics campaign. It was 
held at the Greater Tehran Police Precinct Central Staff 
Office and was attended by Hojjat ol-Eslam Mogasiyeh, 
supervisor of the Antinarcotics Public Prosecutor's 
Office, Commander Abol-Fathi, commander of the 
Greater Tehran Police Precinct, and the deputy and 
assistant antinarcotics prosecutors. 


This coordinating meeting was attended by Commander 
Brigadier-General Seyyed Mojtaba, consultant to the 
police commander in chief, Commander Shafi, the 
general manager of the police antinarcotics campaign, 
the deputy commander of the precinct office of Political 
Ideology, regional commanders, Taybasi, the governor- 
general of Tehran’s representative, the chiefs of the 
Tehran antinarcotics campaign offices, and the deputy 
commanders. First the measures enacted at the first 
meeting were discussed and studied. 


As the meeting continued, the one and one-half month 
performance of the Tehran Antinarcotics Campaign 
Office was given, including the arrest of 2,669 addicts 
and 450 smugglers with previous records, the destruction 
of 26 narcotics procurement and distribution gangs, and 
the seizure of 871 kg of various types of narcotics. 


In a speech, Commander Abol-Fathi, commander ot the 
Greater Tehran Police Precinct, called for harsher pun- 
ishments for narcotics smugglers. He said: The Greater 
Tehran Police Force is prepared to work as actively as 
possible, to increase its strike force, and is ready as 
necessary for a decisive and serious campaign against 
narcotics smugglers. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Mogasiyeh, supervisor of the Antinar- 
cotics Public Prosecutor's Office, gave a speech in which 
he said in this regard: Last year was a year in which much 
work was done at the public prosecutor's office and by 
the police, and everywhere there were more narcotics 
seizures, more arrests of addicts and smugglers, and 
more narcotics procurement and distribution gangs were 
destroyed. New changes also began in this regard. The 
increased seizure statistics in the country show the 
greater efficiency and activity of antinarcotics agents. 
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while in some countries where there are more addicts, 
smugglers and narcotics, the statistics on seizures and 
arrests are much lower. 


He added: In the year 1372 [21 March 1993-20 March 
1994] 19,713 cases were filed and investigated, and 71.6 
metric tons of seized narcotics in the country were 
delivered to factories for conversion in the pharmaceu- 
tical industries. 


He also added: In view of the fact that the antinarcotics 
Campaign is a sacred struggle, sacred procedures, 
methods, and individuals must also be employed in this 
regard, and sound individuals must be used. 


Smuggler Arrested, Narcotics Seized in East 
Tehran 

94LA0178J Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
9 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Events Service—Police agents of the East Tehran 
region engaging in the antinarcotics campaign and the 
Campaign against narcotics dealers seized 5.5 kg of 
opium at the home of a smuggler along with a large 
quantity of cans of beer. 


The Greater Tehran Police Precinct Public Relations 
Office reports: Following the receipt of a report that 
someone named Mehdi was procuring and distributing 
narcotics at his home on Sablan Street in North Tehran, 
East Tehran Police District Agents immediately began 
an investigation to confirm the truth of the repurt and 
realized that the aforementioned individual was engaged 
in extensive narcotics procurement and distribution 
activity in the area. The agents obtained a court order 
and at a suitable opportunity they searched the afore- 
mentioned party’s home. While arresting him, they 
seized 5.5 kg of pure opium, 32 grams [g] of burnt opium 
residue, 11 gs of hashish, and 346 cans of beer. 


In this regard the defendant was turned over to the 
judicial authorities along with his file. 


Narcotics Seized in Kerman 


94LA0178K Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
4 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Kerman, IRNA—During the month of Farvardin 
[21 March-20 April] 16 insurgents and smugglers were 
arrested and 983 ' f narcotics were seized in the 
province of erm 


The chief of ! an Police Precinct Public Rela- 
tions Office ann cu on Monday: In this regard three 
smugglers were killed and 20 armed insurgents and their 
associates were also arrested. 


Major Asna-Ashari added: Also taken from the arrested 
insurgents were 320 weapons, 24 cartridge magazines, 
162 combat rifle cartridges, and 52 stolen vehicles and 
motorcycles. 
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According to the announcement by this public relations 
office, last week also Kerman Police Precinct personnel 
also succeeded in killing one of the smugglers in the 
region. 


During this period the personel! of the Kerman Police 
Precinct antinarcotics campaign management seized 
14.8 kg of opium and a number of weapons at a residen- 
tial home in the city of Kerman. 


In this regard three other individuals were arrested and 
13 kg of narcotics was seized. 


During a patrol, the Zarand region police personnel also 
seized 15 kg of opium from a passing vehicle. 


PAKISTAN 


U.S. Said To Approve of India as ‘Regional 
Policeman’ 


94AS0299B Peshawar MASHRIQ in Urdu 7 May 94 
p 6 


{Article by Kaleem Akhtar: “U.S. Wants To Make India 
Regional Policeman To Protect Its Interests’’] 


[Text] There is no doubt that the United States showed 
enough interest in the “Kashmir freedom struggle” to 
call it a live issue that needed resolution. President 
Clinton also mentioned the movement in Kashmir. This 
was the first time in many years that a U.S. president had 
recognized this fact. The Indian media’s hue and cry 
over this was natural. Since the freedom struggle in 
occupied Kashmir changed into an armed confrontation; 
Kashmiri workers, journalists, and politicians started 
having contacts with the outside world; Kashmir centers 
were established in the United States, England, Canada, 
and Saudi Arabia; and many “NGOs” [nongovern- 
mental organizations] have become active, the Kashmir 
issue has become prevalent all over again. In this con- 
text, we cannot ignore Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's 
hard work. She bravely and astutely presented the 
Kashmir issue at all international forums and during her 
foreign travels. The fact that Pakistan could not present 
its resolution effectively in Geneva does not mean that 
Pakistan has adopted flexibility in its fundamental stand 
or the freedom struggle of Kashmir: people has weak- 
ened. Therefore, it is appropriate to say that Pakistan 1s 
still firm on its stand and the Kashmiri people are still 
active in the battle field. 


This whole exercise, which also includes India’s “exer- 
cise in atrocities,’ has helped the whole world to at least 
understand that Jammu and Kashmir are not an “inte- 
gral part” of India; that this is a disputed region about 
which the UN Security Council has passed resolutions. 
The Kashmiris are fighting against India’s invasion and 
control and India 1s using military power to stop them 
and 1s violating human rights there. 
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As for the United States, the Kashmiris living there have 
convinced the U.S. politicians, intellectuals, and journal- 
ists that India is committing bestial actions in occupied 
Kashmir. That is why the U.S. press, which used to 
publish one-sided news to do its duty to support India in 
the past. 1s also publishing some real facts. Pakistani and 
Kashmir representatives have also succeeded in estab- 
lishing their lobes in the United States. Although the 
pro-India factions had worked hard for the last four and 
a half years to have Pakistan declared a “terrorist” or a 
‘“fundan,entalist” nation, they were unsuccessful and the 
U.S. government has agreed that Pakistan is not 
involved in any kind of terrorism. 

Thus, the pro-India group in the United States including 
famous author Selig Harrison has been forced to admit 
that the present movement in occupied Kashmir 1s 
purely a people's movement against Indian occupation 
of Kashmir. The fact is that India has a major lobby in 
the United States supported by Jews. These people 
repeat the story that India feeds them. This Jewish group 
includes Stephen Solarz, William Shuazberg, James 
Claude, and Selig Harrison. Their job 1s to sing India’s 
song all the time. The reason for this 1s their enmity 
towards Islam. If these American intellectuals see any 
danger alter the fall of communism, then it 1s Islam. 
They are also afraid of China in Asia. Anyhow, what | 
am trying to say ts that the efforts of Pakistanis and 
Kashmiris have stopped the progress of the Indian lobby 
and it was the result of their efforts that a group in the 
United States has emerged now that discusses Kashmir. 
Some of these condemn human rights violations, others 
mention other options for solving this dispute, and still 
others offer wavs to conciliate. 


We cannot forget Assistant Secretary for South Asian 
Atfairs Robin Raphel’s role 1n this context. She issued 
several statements about the Kashmir campaign during 
the last few months and openly supportec the idea that 
India should resolve this issue fully and make the UN 
Security Council and Shimla Agreement the basis of 
these efforts. India reacted to it strongly and the Indian 


ned to the Unites States to take 
notice of Ms. Robin Raphel’s statements. It 1s important 
to mention the tact that Assistant Secretary Robin 
Raphe! went to India uninvited recently and explained 
her statements related to Kashmir. She emphasized that 
she er challenged the idea of Kashmir joining 
India. and had only said that Kashmir 1s a disputed issue 
and should be resolved, and this 1s possible under the 
Shimla Agreement 


government ral | mnia 


Now who will ask Ms. Robin Raphel who will push India 
in this direction? India never started talks according to 
the Shimla Agreement. It has been repeatedly saying that 


Jammu and Kashmir are India’s “integral part” and if 


there is a problem, then it is: when will the Line of 
Contro! accepted as a permanent border. The problem ts 
that a faction in the United States, which 1s associated 
with the ernment, accepts the influence of India’s 


! wants to sing the song of making the 
Line of Control the permanent border. Recently, a U.S. 


propa ind i 
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professor, Tom Travis, said in Peshawar that the Line of 
Control should be accepted as an international border 
Meanwhile, U.S. Senator Dan Burton believes that the 
present Kashmiri campaign is a bona fide campaign and 
can be compared to the U.S. War of Independence. 
According to him, India should recognize Kashmiri 
people’s right to self-determination. Both these points 
are being discussed in the United States now and the 
Kashmiri people have made it clear as day with thei 
unprecedented and innumerable sacrifices that Jammu 
and Kashmir are not, and never will be, “integral! parts” 
of India. However, during the last few days. especially 
after Mr. Talbott’s return from Pakistan, the United 
States has become quiet about the Kashmir issue. His 
visit to Pakistan was declared to be successful, however, 
on what basis this trip called successful has not been 
known to us yet. One thing ts clear; there was no mention 
of Kashmir in the joint communique. The truth 1s that 
the United States has economic relations with India and 
it 1s investing in Indian projects. Ms. Robin Raphel said 
in her clarification that the United States is the largest 
investor in India and that both nations want to 
encourage peace and human rights. The United States 
and India have the same viewpoint. Late Maulana Zaffar 
Ali Khan had said once, [couplet] “A drunkard who tells 
the truth in his drunken state 1s a lot better person than 
a religious person.” The same can be said about Robin 
Raphel. We have been crying from the beginning that 
India and the United States are both together because 
the anti-Islamic attitude of the United States and India 1s 
not a secret to any one. The living example of this ts the 
establishment of Israel and now India and Israel are 
together and the Israeli commandos are working side- 
by-side with Indian soldiers to crush the freedom fighters 
in Kashmir. This is the lobby that India created 1n the 
United States. Thus, the United States which claims to 
be a champion of peace and humanity all over the world, 
adopts double standards when it comes to dealing with 
Muslims. It throws its own principles out the window 
and puts pressure on Pakistan, some time back having 
asked it to roll back its nuclear program. Other times tt 
has harassed Pakistan by accusing it of fundamentalism 
and terrorism. Now it is asking us to “freeze” Kashmir 
This 1s done mostly because Pakistan 1s considered weak 
and conspiracies are afoot to isolate it in the world. All 
this is done because, as Ilama Iqbal said, [couplet] “The 
lord of fate had ordered from the beginning that punish- 
ment for the crime of being weak is sudden death.” The 
fact is that after Talbott’s visit to Pakistan, our relations 
with the United States have neither cooled nor warmed 
up. The United States wants Pakistan to roll back tts 
nuclear program, however, Pakistan is neither willing to 
do so now nor will it ever agree to it. Pakistan’s security 
and existence is tied to this problem and Pakistan's 
established enemy is India which is already a nuclear 
power and is not willing to sign the NPT. According to 
political observers, India will be ready to sign the NPT 
when it has attained its goal to forcing Pakistan to sign 11 


The truth is that the United States wants to make India 
the policeman of this region so that Pakistan does not 
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become a major power. Pakistan’s progress and pros- 
perity will benefit the Islamic nations most and the 
United States wants to keep all Islamic countries as its 
“subordinate dependents.” It wants to make Israel 
strong on one side and Pakistan weak on the other side 
Its stand on Iran is similar and it had destroyed Iraq 
under this policy. The other aspect of the U.S. politics 1s 
that it does not want to provide India with a “free” 
atmosphere so that it does not unite with China which 
could confront the “new world order.” Since Iran, 
China, and India talked about regional unity, the U.S 
fears have increased. Therefore, the United States has to 
review its changed Kashmir policy to make India happy 
and sent Robin Raphel to India to turther explain the 
position and remove Indian misunderstandings. In other 
words, India has blackmailed the United States to 
achieve its goals. Thus the defeat the United States has 
faced in its Kashmir policy is the result of India’s 
pressure. It is our bad luck that we do not have a “lever” 
that we can use to pressure India. In this situation, we 
need to review Pakistan’s foreign policy now 


Smugglers Arrested, 91 Kg Opium Seized 
94LA0178L Tehran JAHAN-E ESLAM in Persian 
10 May 94 p 3 


[Text] Events Service— After identifying narcotics dis- 
tribution gangs, agents of the antinarcotics campaign 
office were able to identify and destroy three large gangs 
of narcotics smuggling gangs that were operating exten- 
sively in the city of Tehran. In this regard the members 


of the aforementioned gangs were arrested and 91 kg of 


opium and morphine were seized 


The Greater Tehran Police Precinct Public Relations 


Office reports: Following the efforts of the personnel of 


the antinarcotics campaign office of the Greater Tehran 
Police Precinct in identifying narcotics procurement and 
distribution gangs and the struggles against smugglers, 
which they carried out tn the city of Tehran, the agents 
clashed with a gang whose members had brought large 
quantities of narcotics directly into Tehran from a prov- 
ince in the eastern part of the country using heavy 
vehicles and advanced and clever stashing techniques 


After investigations were done, all the members of this 
gang were identified and it was also determined that tts 
leaders were not local but were from Zahedan. After 
continuous surveillance, police agents placed one of their 
safe houses under observation and then they succeeded 
in arresting an individual named Halim in the Nezam- 
abad area of Tehran. After being taken to the police 
station and interrogated the defendant admitted that he 
had been engaged in narcotics procurement and distri 
bution working with three other people named Reza, 
Nasir. and Shokrollah, also from Zahedan, who were 
staying in safe houses in Tehran at that time 


The agents therefore immediately went into action and 
arrested the aforementioned individuals at the afore- 
mentioned house, located in [?Punak]. They also seized 
61 kg of opium and | kg of morphine 
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In this regard a file was prepared and turned over to the 
proper authorities along with the arrested defendants. 
This report also adds that after seizing 27 kg of opium 
from a gang importing narcotics into Tehran from the 
cities Of Kerman and Esfahan, agents set out to com- 
pletely destroy this gang. After obtaining a court order 
they were sent to the municipalities of Kerman and 
Esfahan and succeeded in identifying and arresting the 
people associated with this gang. They confiscated a side 
arm from the defendants, named “Abbas and Qasem 


These individuals admitted that the weapon belonged to 
the Esfahan police, that they were being sought for 
buying 70 kg of opium, and that they stole the side arm 
from this municipality's police agents during a talse 
transaction. 


In this regard a file was prepared and all the arrested 
individuals were turned over to the judicial authorities. 


According to this report, following reports received from 
the Hezbollah nation that an individual named Jabbar 
had formed a gang and was engaged in extensive nar- 
cotics procurement and distribution, using heavy vehi- 
cles and trailers to bring opium into Tehran from the 
nation’s eastern provinces, agents of the Greater Tehran 
Antinarcotics Campaign Office began an extensive 
investigation in this regard and were able to identify and 
arrest one of the gang members, named Ahmad. In a 
search of his house they obtained 2 kg of opium. Fol- 
lowing his confessions, agents were able to arrest three 
more members of this gang. 


Attempts To Improve Relations With U.S. Seen 
Futile 
94AS02974A Karachi JANG in Urdu 16 May 94 p 


(Editorial: “Pakistan-U.S. Relations—Vain Delusion” } 


[Text] No two countries in the world maintain similar 
relations all the time; these change as the result of 
different situations and events. Pakistan-U).S. relations 
are no exception to this rule. The relations between the 
L'nited States and Pakistan have seen many ups and 
downs during the last 45 years. There have been periods 
of close and warm relations as well as of coolness 
Various conditions are affecting the Pakistan-United 
States relations at present and we see changes. We have 
commented on President Clinton's report sent to the 
U.S. Congress the other day. He had made two surprising 
Statements in that report: (1) Pakistan 1s blackmailing 
India over the Kashmir issue and 1s saying that if the 
Kashmir tssue 15 not resolved a nuclear war will break 
out between the two countries. In Mr. Clinton’s opinion 
this 1s equivalent to Pakistan trying to blackmail India 
(2) The U.S. President also has said that the situation 
will remain dangerous and peace cannot be established 
in South Asia until the Kashmir issue 1s resolved 


President Clinton's sentiments have not only surprised 
but also worried the people of Pakistan. They have been 
forced to wonder why did this change in the U.S. stand 
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occur so suddenly. Only yesterday, a ranked US. official, 
Robin Raphel, had said emphatically that the Untied 
States considered Jammu-Kashmir a disputed region 
and a decision needed to be made about its future. In 
addition to Robin Raphel, other U.S. spokespersons had 
expressed the same opinion. It appears that when India 
reacted strongly to this statement and used various 
tactics to pressure Ms. Robin [Raphel] and the United 
States, the United States was forced to change its stand. 
Recently, India and the United States held secret talks in 
London to discuss India’s nuclear program. These talks 
were unsuccessful and India refused to make any agree- 
ment with the United States about its nuclear program. 
Its important officials have announced that India will 
continue with its missiles program as scheduled and will 
complete al! tests by this coming July. These events 
indicate that India is not willing to listen to the United 
States. The Indian prime minister 1s visiting the United 
States rhe Indian government and news 
media have used various tactics to pressure the U.S. 
government. They are trying to achieve all Indian goals 
during Mr. Narasimha Rao’s visit to the United States 
and not to accept U.S. advice or pressure on any issue. 
Against this background, it 1s not easy to believe the 
statements made by two important Pakistani leaders 
today. One 1s forced to ask 1f these expressions are the 
result of some misconception or were made to make 
Pakistani people optimistic without any basis. The Paki- 
stani ambassador to the United States said, “The rela- 
tions between Pakistan and the United States have 
improved amazingly. The United States that was ready 
to declare Pakistan a terrorist nation until yesterday has 
adopted a very amiable attitude toward us. The United 
States says that tf Pakistan assures it of freezing its 
nuclear program, tt is ready to nullify the Pressler 


nese avs 


amend Similarly, Foreign Minister Sardar Asif 
\hmed Alt said that Pakistan and the United States have 
agreed to make South Asia a nuclear-free zone. The 
United St vill treat India and Pakistan equally on 
this issue. Mr. Asif Ali also claimed that the United 
States has admitted to the Pressler amendment being “a 
bad law and a very bad policy.” We are entering a new 


era in which both Pakistan and the United states have 
} e and strengthen their mutual relations. 
that the Pakistani stand over Kashmir and 


the nuclear program 1s better understood in the United 
State « after the recent diplomatic efforts by the 
government of Pakistan. Mr. Asif Ali also claimed that 


ted States has begun to feel that the Kashmir 
e wa] nanent danger to peace in South Asia. 
Th opmions expressed by Dr. Maliha Lodhi and 


Sardar Asif Ali are very encouraging provided they 
rep! it the situation accurately. This, however, 1s not 
eas » understand in the light of President Clinton’s 
rep tioned earlier. The foreign minister said that 
the Uni iates has declared the Pressler amendment a 
bad la la \ bad policy. It could be really true, but 


ny proof of it. If the U.S. viewpoint 
ha eed, why did not it reinstate its aid to us? 
WI i not it decide to supply the 38 F-16s we have 
already pa Similarly, if the United States has 
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decided not to require us to roll back our nuclear 
program unilaterally and also understands our positions, 
then what reason does it have to keep the Pressler 
amendment? The United States knows that India has 
refused to compromise its nuclear program. Therefore, if 
it wants to treat both countries equally, it should refrain 
from punishing Pakistan for keeping its nuclear pro- 
gram. However, we notice that this did not happen. The 
United States, in order to temporarily suspend the 
Pressler amendment, is asking us to open up our nuclear 
installations for inspection as a price for it. Does it show 
that it is treating India and Pakistan equally? There is no 
doubt that Ms. Bhutto’s government is trying to make 
the United states understand its position and has suc- 
ceeded in it to an extent. However, it is not appropriate 
to make the situation look so positive that it does not 
represent the facts. We hope and pray that all blocks in 
the path of Pakistan-United States relations are 
removed. At the same time, we should not express 
extraordinary optimism and should wait for the results 
of Narasimha Rao and President Leghari’s visits to the 
United States. Only then will a clear picture will emerge. 


U.S. Position on Kashmir Seen Unfavorable, 
Biased 


94AS00297B Karachi JANG in Urdu 17 May 94 p 3 


[Article by Nair Zaidi: ““Do Not Expect Fairness From 
the United States Over Kashmir” 


[Text] Why are Pakistani or Kashmiri leaders living in 
the United States insisting the United States play an 
active role in resolving the Kashmir issue? This question 
came to my mind repeatedly last week. There are a lot of 
activities taking place because India’s Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao is visiting Washington on 18 May. The 
federation of Pakistani and Islamic organizations, 
known as the Pakistan-American Congress, held a large 
meeting in Washington on 12 May. There was a dinner 
to introduce Professor William Baker’s book, 
KASHMIR VALLEY, VALLEY OF DEATH. The pro- 
fessor had risked his life to collect material for this book 
by visiting Srinagar. The Pakistan-American Congress 
spent lot of resources and time in printing and publica- 
tion of this book. We cannot praise the organizations 
president, Dr. Sakhawat Hussain, and the organizer of 
the Washington ceremony, Dr. Murtaza Arain, for their 
efforts enough. Several members of this group addressed 
the dinner meeting. Sardar Abdul Qayum, president of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, also made a speech. 


Dr. Maliha Lodhi, the Pakistani ambassador, addressed 
the meeting during the day. I was busy with some other 
important activity of the Congress at that time, however, 
I did manage to get a copy of the text of the speech. The 
ambassador presented a balanced view of Pakistan- 
United States relations. Her speech did not include mere 
promises of green pastures or scenarios that scare people 
Dr. Maliha Lodhi also presented the unfair U.S. position 
on F-16s and our nuclear program without mincing any 
words. She also made it clear that although Pakistan 
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wanted to cooperate with the United States, this coop- 
‘ration will depend on Pakistan’s own national interests. 
She also said that Hf the United Nations or the United 
States want peace in the sub-continent, the Kashmir 
issue must be resolved. Dr. Lodhi has been in Wash- 
ington only for four months. During this brief period she 
had to visit Pakistan twice for official business, take care 
of Sardar Qayum’s visit, Narasimha Rao’s visit, and 
President Faroog Leghart’s visit. Sull, she did not have a 
heart attack and this shows her strong personality. 


1 did not know her personally despite her journalist 
background, and met her after her only arrival here. She 
has a strong grasp on Pakistan-United States relations 
and international attairs. This 1s not because she was a 
journalist (we have many “pedestrians” in our ranks), 
hut because of her personal analvses. | will discuss in a 
separate column how the enemies Pakistan are dis- 
turbed even after her brief stay here. This issue wall 
require a lot of details. Her address to the Pakistan- 
United States Congress was a first solid speech made to 
Jimpses Of cauthous 
lan Was notin any 
position to continue taking steps unilaterally. There was 
fier this speech and 
eard during that 
t of discussion today. The 

{ nited States, despite its 
statements, was practi standards in regard to 
India and Pakistan vas how to change the 
| 


anv Pakistan) community. It gay 


optimism, but also warned that Paki 


another meeting of the organization 
I participated bnetly in that What 1} 


1O thi sul 


that tne 


meeting brings u: 
participants were clear 


j 1 
ing doubt! 


, Phe questios 
S. attitude. Since I was only an observer in this forum, 
thought that it would be appropriate to express my 

opinion in my own way—this column. | will focus on the 


Kashmir tssue at this point. The United States and other 
Western powers will never help Pakistan over Kashmir 
or the Kashmiris that want their state to join Pakistan. 
The UN Security Council resolutions that provided 
Kashmiris the right to self-determination were passed in 
1948-49. The forces behind these resolutions were Great 
Britain and the United States. Everyone knows that 
Kashmir should go to Pakistan. Great Britain, its 
Viceroy Lord Mountbatten, and the leader of the border 
commission. Lord Radcliffe, committed deceit and gave 
Gurdaspur to India and opened a land route for the 
Indian army to reach Kashmir. History shows that the 
Indian military did not ha fighter planes to send 
Kashmir. Thus, India used planes owned by 
is Obvious that these American 
have discussed this with the USS. 
embassy before cooperating in a war effort. Meanwhile 
Pakistani military and 
air force refused to obey Quaid-1 
Azam. It should be remembered that the same British 
nmanding both armed forces. Thus, India 


companies It 
COmMmpanie musi 
i; 


when Qua \7am tried to usc 


British general 


ot only poUU priviles ft using the Indian military and 
r fe enl also used American civilian aircraft. 
Lord M batten was India’s governor general at that 
1} tra that used in the United States to 

top ti war must ha ween discussed between the 
rnor general and Prime Minister Nehru’ before 
iwreeing on all these tricks. World War Il, in which the 
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United States and Great Britain were allies, had just 
ended. The United States had become the new super- 
power in the world. The security policy in the Middle 
East and South Asia, known as East of Suez at that time, 
was managed by Great Britain at that time, It 1s, there- 
fore, assumed that the U.S. policy on the sub-continent 
for any UN resolution was formed after discussions with 
Great Britain. This policy was not based on principles of 
fairness, but to protect the Western interests. This made 
the country established in the name of Islam econom- 
cally paralyzed and Kashmir was given to the Hindus. It 
should also be remembered that the Ottoman Empire 
had fallen 25 years earlier, and the West was able to 
establish its control in the Middle East after the fall of 
this Muslim empire. 


Is it possible for us to accept that the Great Britain that 
had dishonestly given Kashmir to India in 1948 would 
sincerely support such resolutions in 1948 that would 
result in annexation of Kashmir to Pakistan? The UN 
resolutions were only a timely strategy. Anyhow, the 
-akistani leadership of that time had limited military 
options and accepted this resolution. However, as 
expected, neither did India follow up on it nor did the 
United States and Great Britain press India about it. 


In 1962, when India’s whole military force wes occupied 
against China and it could not defend Kashmir, Presi- 
dent Kennedy wrote to President Ayub Khan not to take 
any military action there. In exchange, the United States 
was to help Pakistan negotiate with India. Agreeing for 
negotiations at a time when we could have taken over 
Kashmir was a major blunder which only the Pakistani 
leadership could make. The talks were held as promised 
and India continuously repeated that Kashmir 1s its 
integral part. The United States betrayed Pakistan a 
second time. However, the situations in 1962 and 1965 
were very different. There was no local movement in 
Kashmir that could endanger the Indian government. 
There were some wolves in “lion” clothes in Kashmir 
that wanted to strengthen their position by selling out the 
Kashmiri people. 


The situation, however, changed between 1987 and 
1989. A pure local movement in Kashmir was born and 
men, women, and children of Kashmir were ready to 
sacrifice their lives, souls, and property. They have made 
unprecedented sacrifices. However, when this move- 
ment reached its apex in 1989-90, a group surfaced that 
began to demand that the United States should play a 
role in resolving the Kashmir issue. Seeing how the 
United States has played no role in the whole history of 
the Kashmir dispute, this demand ts ridiculous. A lobby 
was formed here and the Kashmiri American Council 
hired a lobbying firm for $500,000 per year. Its purpose 
was to persuade the government and the U.S. Congress 
to put pressure on India over Kashmir and take notice of 
human rights violations in Kashmir. This whole lobtyy 
effort should have been focused on one thing: the United 
States should be non-aligned in this dispute and not put 
any kind of pressure on Pakistan to stop helping Kash- 
miri freedom fighters. However, after this lobbying firm 
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was hired, the Kashmiri freedom fighters were called 
terrorists and Pakistan was accused of encouraging ter- 
rorism. The Pakistani strategy should have been simple. 
It should have provided full support to the Kashmiri 
freedom fighters and prepared itself to withstand the 
U.S. pressure for a short period. Had it warded off this 
pressure until 1993, the Kashmiri movement would have 
made remarkable progress. 


Those who are sincerely demanding U.S. involvement in 
Kashmir are naive. Why should the United States and 
other Western powers help “resolve” an issue that could 
end the differences between India and Pakistan? Their 
goal is to keep us divided and not unite us. have these 
powers even given a fair treatment to any international 
issue until now? 


The lobby firms working for Pakistan and Kashmir 
should have the strategy aimed at keeping the United 
States out of Kashmir and let the freedom struggle 
achieve its goal. No slave nation in the world has 
managed to get the gift of freedom from negotiation 
tables. If this movement is suspended now, there will no 
such movement again for a hundred years. Kashmir will 
become an international brothel if it comes under the 
trusteeship of the United Nations and Western powers. 
Now only will chastity be violated, it will then be sold. 
The people who are trying to “solve” the Kashmir issue 
with the U.S. help will be responsible for that! 


HATF Manufacture Said Under U.S. Pressure 
94AS0300Z Karachi TAKBEER in Urdu 5 May 94 p 17 


[Article by Nasrullah Gazalzai: ““HATF Production 
Stopped] 


[Text] Dr. Abul Kalam, the Gandhian missile man of 
India, said about his missile program, “India has 
attained such missile power that it can drop its selected 
missiles anywhere it wants. A decision will be made by 
the government whether to use missiles for launching 
atomic bombs or coventional bombs. The success of the 
Agni missile demonstrates the success of this technology, 
in which India has attained expertise. Prithvi is a sur- 
face-to-surface missile of international standard. Nag is 
an anti-tank missile. Akash 1s a surface-to-air missile that 
is unequaled in its division. Tarishul is also a surface- 
to-air missile of high standard. These missiles will shoot 
at double force when used over the ocean. Agni is an 
answer to the MTCR [Missile Technology Control 
Regime] imposed on us. We are able to fire missiles over 
1,000 to 2,500 kilometers, and even farther. At the end 
of the year, Prithvi will be presented to the Indian 
military for its use. We have learned that Pakistan has 
obtained M-11 missiles from China. Prithvi will be the 
answer to this.” 


If we join this Indian program with its space program 
and its efforts to obtain cryogenic engines from Russia, 
then it 1s clear that India 1s making rapid progress in 
developing non-traditional weapons. 
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We had to refer to this non-traditional war program of 
India’s because the military, political, and diplomat 
experts from the United States, as individuals and as a 
team, had been visiting Pakistan before Deputy Secre 

tary of State Strobe Talbott’s visit to Pakistan and India 
Everyone knows that U.S. General P. Hoover has visited 
Pakistan more than once. During this period, he went to 
inspect Siachen, the roof of the world, to see the Paki 

stani military front and meet the soldiers there. Both 
these visits were made public through the eyes of cam 
eras; however, there was another visit for which there 
was no camera allowed. Only human eyes saw it. The 
tongues below these eyes, however, were tied, and will 
remain so. What was the | 
did the two parties—the host and the guest—get from it? 
We cannot say anything about this 


urpose of this visit, and what 


The man 1n charge of India’s missile program has espe 
cially mentioned China’s M-1 1, which, according to him, 
Pakistan has installed on its borders. But 11 1s important 
to remember that the United States has made a lot of 
noise about the transfer of M-I 1s from China to Paki 
stan. China has repeatedly insisted that 1t did not supply 
M-I1s to Pakistan, but the United States has not stoped 
its campaign 


can divide 
|! Senator Pressles 
working hard to make 


h 


If we analvze U.S. pressure in this context, we 
it into two camps: On 
and other members, who are 
Pakistan totally unarmed against its enemy India whi 
is loaded with traditional and The 
other group wants to reach 

group includes the Clinto 
Talbott, as its important representative 
the scene. Before visiting Pakistan he went to India 
where he was given a flat refusal and was told that India 
has no desire to cap its nuclear program Still, Mz 
Talbott returned “satisfied” from there. In Pakistan he 
was welcomed with a great deal of pomp and show. Here 
the main point of his demands was that Pakistan should 
first cap its nuclear program, should have it inspected in 
such a way that the whole worl 
has been capped; and it then should destroy its weapons 
of mass destruction 


omposed 


moder We pons 
is goal indirectly. This 
vernment. and Strobe 


has emerged on 


d can see that the program 


After discussing this agenda, Mr. Talbott telephoned his 
boss, U. S. Secretary o! 


April 1994 


State WW arren ( hristopher on | 


“Mr. Secretary. in t context of relations with the 
United States, I can at least say that we have received 
good news 1n Islamabad. In addition, | consider this trip 
successful at the diplomatic, political. and even human 
rights levels 

“We have established the groundwork for taking con 
crete steps in 
perspective, this trip has bee 
am thankful to my Pakistan: hosts, who made 
to attain the solid 

security and political goals. meet the goals of the satety 
and stability of this region. and attain the goal of 


resolving various problems. From my 


‘ } . | } 
n totally suecesstul. and 1 
1 Pos ible 


results that will help Pakistan attain its 
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stopping proliferation of nuclear weapons at the interna- 
tional level. We have to work together.”’ In response to a 
question, he said, “About the nuclear issue, I can say 
briefly that we have made solid progress, and officials in 
both countries will have to build on the foundation that 
we laid over the last two to three days.”’ 


During Strobe Talbott’s visit, the Benazir government 
said emphatically that it has been made clear to Mr. 
Talbott that Pakistan will not roll back its nuclear 
program. Meanwhile, the announcement about a freeze 
on the nuclear program (at what level, no one in Pakistan 
knows) was made by Benazir during her previous rule 
between 1988 and 1989. The question arises: What 
success was there that it was important to tell Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, who was working in Wash- 
ington on his day off? 


If we take a closer look at this “‘success,” two things 
become clear. First, a few days earlier, the talented 
Pakistani scientist Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan said, “I have 
nothing to say about the nuclear policy or program.” 
This is the same Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan the PPP 
leadership never tired of saying was brought to Pakistan 
by Zulfiqar Al: Bhutto. Therefore, whatever is credited 
to Pakistani 1s credited to Bhutto I. Now Bhutto II, alias 
Benazir, has put the same scientist in such a situation 
that we cannot explain it in any words. 


Secondly, Ms. Robin Raphael, a member of Mr. Tal- 
bott’s deputation, said in her earlier visit that a nuclear 
bomb can be fired from even an ox cart or dropped from 
a C-30 transport plane. These words have some relation 
to Dr. Abdul Qadeer’s words. Dr. Khan finished the 
work of enriching uranium in the Kahuta plant a long 
time ago. President Ziaul Haq said about the results of 
this, ““We are a screwdriver away from a bomb.” 


Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan's interview with Indian jour- 
nalist Kuldip Nayar is on record, and only a few days 
earlier, during Strobe Talbott’s visit to India, Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao said, “Pakistan is a nuclear 
power, and this has been confirmed by the former Chief 
of Military Staff in Pakistan, Aslam Beg.” It is not 
necessary to blast a nuclear bomb to prove you have it. 
These facts and much similar information is available, 
and when the government of Pakistan insists that it will 
continue its nuclear program as 1s (whether it has been 
frozen or capped), where did the U. §. Deputy Secretary 
of State have such success that he was so overjoyed about 
that he could not wait until the morning, and informed 
his boss that very night? 


Let us try to understand the news that Dr. Abdul Qadeer 
Khan has hinted about. 


It should be clear that President Ziaul Hag had asked Dr. 
Abdul Qadeer Khan and his team to develop a delivery 
system after attaining nuclear capability. It is common 
knowledge that when the United States provided F-16s 
to Pakistan, these planes did not have a system to drop 
nuclear bombs. At that time, concern was expressed that 
Pakistan had received “incomplete” planes. Dr. Abdul 
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Qadeer Khan and his team were given other responsibil- 
ities, and the people of our country saw that supercom- 
puters, Giraffe radar, and similar sensitive electronic 
equipment began to show up. In addition. the first phase 
of Pakistani missiles, HATF-! and HATF-2. were cre 
ated. This gave a shot in the arm to Pakistan's detense 
forces. As the department made progress, India and its 
supporters in the West began to get wormed. They 
thought that with the arrival of these missiles. Pakistan’s 
ability to attack farther was improving. It has developed 
a delivery system without which a nuclear power cannot 
be said to have a defense umbrella. 


Thus, the biggest question for India and the United 
States was how to stop Pakistan from improving its 
delivery system. Under this strategy. the first attack was 
made on China, accusing it of providing Pakistan with 
M-11 missiles. The U. S. government went to extremes 
in this context, stopping a Chinese ship in the open seas 
and searching it to see 1f M-1 1 missiles were there. They 
could only be found if they existed, though. But this gives 
us an idea of U. S. worries. American experts have told 
Pakistan several times that they have information about 
Pakistan gathered from satellites. This infoimation 
shows that China provided Pakistan with M-!1 missiles 
China and Pakistan have denied making such a deal 


In any case, the question that emerges with full intensity 
and importance against this background is (| 
purpose of Mr. Talbott’s visit to stop the Pakistan 
missile program? Mr. Talbott, at the end of his vis: 
addressed a press conference in which he said. “Both 
governments have decided to stop the proliieration of 
weapons of mass destruction and means to launch them 
In this context, we have agreed to cap the nuclear 
program, followed by a roll back, and finally. stopping 
the proliferation of weapons of mass destructy nd 
ballistic missiles in South Asia.” 


Thus, the evidence that emerged during Mr. Talbott’s 


visit to Pakistan makes it clear that the United States has 
changed its strategy a bit and made tts first priority thi 
finishing off of Pakistan’s missile program. Thu 
without the missiles, nuclear weapons can only be used 
for exhibition, and not for defense. The reason for this is 
clear. The nuclear program has become such a sensi! 
issue for the Pakistani people that ignoring it is not 
possible. Therefore, the United States achieved 11 al 


in a different way. 


In this context, we received the disappointing news that 
Pakistan has stopped its work on the HATE-! miussik 
program. At the site where this program was housed 
they announced, “We do not want to upset the Ame: 


cans.” Perhaps this is the success that Mr. Talbott was 
bragging about, and he did not waste any time infor 

his boss in Washington about this “success” \ 
tioned earlier, if we look at India’s nuclear programy. th 
helplessness of Dr. Abdul Qadeer Khan, and ° Lal 
bott’s success as a series of events, then it shou! 
that this whole effort was to defeat Pakista 
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program. Benazir’s agreement with Mr. Talbott to sus- 
pend the missile program (it is not difficult to confirm 
this) will harm Pakistan so much that it 1s impossible to 
make an assumption about it. 


Government Stand on Nuclear Program, Kashmir 
Praised 

944AS0298D Peshawar MASHRIQ in Urdu 12 May 94 
po 


[Editorial: “Pakistan's Principled Stand on Kashmir and 
Nuclear Program’ 


[Text] Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto said that terrorism 
in occupied Kashmir must be stopped tn order to create 
an atmosphere conducive to talks with India. In her 
interview given to the German weekly FOCUS, she clar- 
ified once again the fact that our nuclear program 1s for 
peaceful purpose and that Pakistan was willing to discuss 
some kind of agreement on this issue with India. How- 
ever, it 1s not willing to accept this responsibility unilat- 
erally. The prime minister said that we will not accept any 
conditions that are imposed on Pakistan only. In response 
to a question about economy, she said that her govern- 
ment was successful in reducing the trade deficit by $260 
million, increasing foreign investment by $540 million, 
and increasing foreign exchange reserves from $200 mil- 
lion to $1.2 billion. In response to another question, she 
said that the countries in South Asia will have to show 
discernment in order to establish lasting peace in the 
region. The first attention must be given to the lingering 
problems faced by the Kashmiri people. Pakistan, she 
said, was very serious about resolving the Kashmir issue 
and wanted the Kashmiri people to have the right to 
self-determination given to them by the UN resolutions so 
that they can make decision about their future. 


Countries in this region have to do their duty in order to 
establish lasting peace in South Asia. Refusal to resolve 
the Kashmir issue peacefully and the race to stockpile 
weapons have forced South Asia into a war-like situa- 
tion. The Indian leadership is responsible for the present 
situation. During the last three years, more than 20,000 
Muslims have been killed in occupied Kashmir and an 
equal number have been wounded. The Indian troops 
sent to crush the freedom struggle in the Valley have 
gang raped women, burned places of worship and per- 
sonal property, and have set new records for making 
people invalids by torture. The United Nations, interna- 
tional human rights organizations, Europeans nations, 
and other international agencies have done nothing 
except making verbal statements about this situation. 
The people of Kashmir are trying to keep this struggle 
alive by giving their blood. Pakistan has never refused to 
discuss the Kashmir issue and has played an important 
role in all such efforts. Opposed to it, the Indian leader- 
ship cannot free itself of obstinacy and its emotional 
stand about Kashmir being its integral part. Pakistan still 
insists that India and Pakistan should hold talks for a 
peaceful resolution of Kashmir. However, it 1s important 
that India stop the atrocities it 1s committing in occupied 
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Kashmir immediately, lift its siege outside places of 
worship, and set free the thousands of freedom fighters 
now in its jails and special torture cells. Pakistan’s 
position on Kashmir and the nuclear program is clear to 
the countries within the United Nations. It is important 
for establishing peace in South Asia to seriously attend to 
the burning questions there. 


Reierring to Pakistan’s peaceful nuclear program, the 
prime minister represented our national position to the 
German weekly in her interview. This has been 
expressed in Pakistan for a long time. Pakistan’s nuclear 
program is purely for energy production. India, on the 
contrary, has not only blasted an atomic bomb in the 
seventies but its Tarapur nuclear plant has attained the 
capability of making atomic bombs. India’s expertise in 
ballistic missiles 1s far ahead of Pakistan's. 


In the present situation where India has the capability to 
make atomic bombs, imposing restrictions on Pakistan 
over nuclear program is blatant injustice. The major 
powers and international organizations should review 
their approach. Pakistan supports the idea of making 
South Asia a nuclear free zone. It has not refused signing 
the NPT [Nonproliferation Treaty] or any other direct 
agreement. However the question is: Why should Paki- 
stan alone do all this? Why do not the United Nations 
and other international organizations convince India to 
give up its nuclear program, sign the NPT, and have a 
direct agreement? Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has 
represented Pakistan's national stand on Kashmir and 
the nuclear program. The question of moving from this 
position just does not arise. If the United Nations is 
serious about establishing peace in South Asia and 
making it a nuclear free zone, then it should put pressure 
on India not only to stop atrocities on Kashmiris but also 
to let them decide on their future and sign the NPT. The 
whole situation will remain the same until India agrees 
to these points. 


Government Stand on Kashmir Viewed 
94AS0299A4 Peshawar MASHRIQ in Urdu 14 May 94 
p?7 


{Editorial: ““Pakistan’s Principled Stand on Kashmir’] 


[Text] President Faroog Ahmed Leghari said that he 
dismisses any possibility of changing the Line of Control 
in Kashmir into an international border. He said that we 
cannot ignore the Kashmiri people’s right to decide their 
own future. We cannot sacrifice the sacrifices that Kash- 
miri people have made for this goal. After the final 
meeting of a seminar held the other day, the president 
answered news reporters’ questions and said that he 
clearly dismissed any effort to make the Line of Control 
a permanent border in Kashmir. The Kashmir issue his 
its own legal and human aspects. It 1s not possible for 
Kashmiris to give up their right to decide on their own 
future. It is very important to give the Kashmiri people 
their right according to the UN resolutions. He said in 
response to a question that our stand on the nuclear 
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program was very clear. While commenting on the posi- 
tion taken by U.S. Congressman Hamilton, he said that 
he will discuss this and other issues with U.S. officials 
during his visit to the United States. Dismissing the 
possibility of making the Line of Control a permanent 
border in Kashmir, he expressed the opinion with which 
the whole nation agrees. Basically, this was proposed by a 
U.S. Congressman on his own and it is not necessary to 
accept any proposal made by the Americans. What the 
Congressman said could be because of his limited knowl- 
edge of the situation. The United Nations agrees that 
India should follow up on the UN resolutions. India has 
been deceiving the United Nations for the last 45 years 
and the Kashmiri people’s bravery and sincere efforts 
have unmasked this deception. The world ts fully aware 
of India’s role in Kashmir and Kashmiri people’s struggle 
for treedom. It is a fact that India cannot make its point 
on Kashmir at any local or international forum. As a 
selfless supporter of Kashmir people, Pakistan has 
unmasked India’s evil role, war crimes, and evil designs 
to the world. The Indian leadership despite being embar- 
rassed is still insisting on the correctness of its stand. The 
only reason for this 1s that 1t wants to keep its control on 
this heavenly, Islamic and valuable valley. Pakistan has 
always maintained this stand that India should accept the 
UN resolutions for solving the Kashmir issue. The pro- 
posal to accept the Line of Control as an international 
border did not surface tor the first time. India, England, 
and some other countries have been advising about it in 
the pas. also. However, no one thought it necessary to 
consider this suggestion. The Kashmir issue basically 1s 
not a border issue between two countries. It 1s the 
question of treedom and the right to democracy of about 
20 million people. [sentence as published] The unprece- 
dented sacrifices the Kashmir people have made during 
he last few years were not made to accept any third 
Suggestions and Pakistan cannot force its decision on the 
future of Kashmir: people. It 1s not a secret what the 


Kashmiris want. If they wanted to accept the Line of 


border, why would they have sacrificed the 
lives of 40.000 of their people? We cannot stop anyone 
trom giving advice or making suggestions, however, nei- 
ther are the Kashmiris ready to back off from their 
principled stand nor will Pakistan accept any illogical 
Suggestion. If the U.S. government is desirous of estab- 
lishing peace in South Asia. 1t should advise India to stop 
their genocide of Kashmiris and accept the historic facts 
and decisions of the Kashmuris. 


Control as a 


Budget Scen Reacting to IMF Demands 
MASO2YSB Karachi JANG in Urdu 20 May 94 p 3 


(Article by Agha Masood Hussain: “IMF Conditions and 
the Federal Budget”’] 


| 


lext} [he graph of Pakistan's economy has been falling 
seriously for the last two or three years. There are many 
reasons tor this. The biggest reason 1s that cotton crops 
during the last two years were badly damaged by special 
pests. Since the whole textile industry depends 
ind plentiful harvests, the textile industry and 
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other related industries are facing a crisis now. In addi- 
tion to cotton, the wheat production this year was not as 
good as expected. Therefore, wheat had to be imported 
from the United States. The continuous drought during 
the last three years has effected agricultural produ 
well as electricity generation because of shortage of wate: 
Our agricultural and industrial production 1s also 
reduced because of load shedding. Thus. 

nomic graph 1s not more than 3.5 percent. V.A. latfery, 
prime minister's economic expert, claims that our GDP 
is about 4 percent. Anyhow, keeping away from these 
figures for a while, we have to admit that al! in all ous 
economy Is not satisfactory and production in two main 
departments—agriculture and indusiry 
gradually. Thus, Pakistan's budget 
keeping this information in mind. This budget is being 


t iy 
lO aS 


Pakistan's eco- 





iS Deine prepared 


prepared accepting all the conditions laid down by the 
IMF. As I wrote in my column recently. this budget will 
let the genie of inflation out of the boitle and wil! drown 
every thing with it. The present government accepted the 
IMF conditions and first decided to le ie general sales 
tax (also known as weight and value aided tax). The 
general sales tax will be levied on every thing manufac- 


tured in this country. When manutactured goods are 
taxed, the investors will pass this burden to the con 
sumers. This way the common people who are already 
screaming under the weight of high prices will also have 
to bear the burden of general sales tax. It is said that the 


government ts planning to increase all governm 


ries by 35 percent. The government will have to bear an 
additional 12 billion rupees expense this way. How will 
the government meet his additional expense’ | think 

Important to mention here that when a general sales tax 
was introduced in Europe. consumers had strongly dem- 
onstrated against 1t. The government had to use force t 
control that. Such demonstrations are expected to take 
place in Pakistan also. However. we have to see how ou 
government controls these demonstrations. [he bosses of 
the IMF want to push Pakistan and other third world 
countries into the trap of unreasonable tan tt] 


countries are unable to make econom 
of social upheavals. This is a mayor joke against Pakistan 


and other third world countries. The IMF 1s demanding 
reduction of duty on imports to help th veloped 
nations benefit and keep their factories 
same time, it 1S getting taxes imposed « 

block all ways for them to live proud) 

In the context of Pakistan’s economic developr 
Important to mention that th lers | 

svmpathy for the poor. Althoug! 

power by crying about the prob iced by 

people, once they gain power they di 

the complaints of these poor peop \ 

and investors control power tn Pakistai 

believes that it should rule by keeping people | 


naked. Thus, they do not let the governme: 
step that might benefit the poor. Inst 


told to be prepared to face toug! 


igher times. | 
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that only the poor are expected to face unfortunate and 
unfavorable conditions. Some of them do not even get a 
shroud when they die. 


It would not be out of place or unnecessary to mention 
the Soviet Union in the context of the present economic 
situation. Its merciless bureaucracy and unscientific eco- 
nomic policies played an important role in the fall of the 
Soviet Union. The people were silent against the flawed 
policies and the propaganda. No major movement was 
launched against the government there. The result of the 
“silence” of the people was the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union. The economic problems that the people 
are facing there is known only to them. A similar 
economic and political situation exists in Pakistan. We 
are obeying “orders” from such economic agencies that 
are not ours and are forcing us to take steps in the name 
of a market economy that we might lose everything. Why 
do we want to make progress with aid? Cannot these 
landlords reduce their luxuries and improve the 
economy of our country? We have India’s example also. 
It owes more money than us, but still refused to accept 
the IMF and World Bank conditions. India’s Finance 
Minister Manmohan Singh gave such a reply to these 
organizations that they were silenced. The problem in 
Pakistan is that the people in power lack feelings for their 
country. The middle class 1s not involved 1n our politics. 
This results in almost no national unity. Meanwhile the 
bureaucracy and the government are making decisions 
and sending the message to the people to be prepared for 
the coming hard times. The former government had 
Started tax on agricultural products to include as many 
people as people in the tax base. However, the state 
governments have not taken any step in this area. One 
World Bank representative told me that the state gov- 
ernments have no plans to levy agricultural tax. The 
question arises: How will the government create addi- 
tional resources? Perhaps, the government itself does not 
have the answer to this question. Those economic 
experts who are working for a specific lobby here do not 
have any answer to it, either! 


IMF Demands Seen Unreasonable 
944S0298A Karachi JANG in Urdu 15 May 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “IMF Demands”} 


{[Text] The IMF and other foreign economic agencies 
have been putting pressure on Pakistan for a long time to 
reduce import duty in order the implement the free 
market concept. When Moeen Qureshi became the care- 
taker prime minister, he accepted this demand immedi- 
ately and reduced the import duty by 50 percent. The 
IMF now is demanding the gradual reduction of import 
duty and its termination in a few years. Pakistani eco- 
nomic experts believe that import duty should not be 
reduced more that 5 percent at this time because addt- 
tional reduction will result in extraordinary reduction in 
government revenues, and taxes will have to be 
increased to make up for this lose. Since the taxes are 
already increasing, this additional increase will be an 
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unbearable burden for the people to carry. The other 
aspect of this problem is that the gradual reduction in 
import duty will result in flooding our nation with 
foreign-made goods, which will hurt our local industries 
very badly. Our nation will be transformed into a market 
for foreign goods to all practical purposes. This will 
adversely effect our efforts to make industrial progress 
and make our national economy independent. It 1s 
believed that some important and influential persons 
support reducing import duty by 15 percent now and 
totally removing it later. These foreign agencies make 
these suggestions to protect the interests of the nations 
that give them grants. The indebted nations seriously 
consider these suggestions because of their needs and 
economic problems. However, they should keep their 
own national interests in mind. Against this background, 
we hope that while the Pakistani government considers 
the IMF demands, it will also protect national interests. 


PPP Said Negotiating Away Nuclear Weapons 
94ASO0300Y Karachi TAKBEER in Urdu 5 May 94 p 5 


{Editorial: “PPP Compromised Our Nuclear Program’’] 


[Text] Mr. Nawaz Sharif, president of the Muslim 
League Party and the opposition leader, has expressed 
his fears about the PPP [Pakistan People’s Party] gov- 
ernment’s negotiations with the United States and the 
real results of them. He expressed concern about the 
so-called “quiet diplomacy,” saying that in the context of 
Pakistan’s nuclear program, the whole nation should be 
worried about this kind of diplomacy, because our 
national security could be jeopardized by such quiet 
diplomacy. According to him, there is nationwide con- 
sensus about our nuclear program, and the PPP will not 
get permission from the people to negate this national 
agreement. The basis of this consensus among the people 
is that our nuclear program 1s actually a “holy keepsake” 
and a very powerful tool to stop external aggression. He 
said that Pakistan has repeatedly insisted that the 
nuclear program should be seen within the framework of 
the whole region, and that a consistent attitude should be 
developed about it. Now these inspections, verifications. 
and quiet diplomacy all mean that our nuclear program 
is being curtailed, and our present national consensus 1s 
being ignored. Mr. Nawaz Sharif demanded that the PPP 
government issue a clear statement about the nuclear 
program and remove the impression that this govern- 
ment 1s trying to extend its political control and 1s bent 
upon jeopardizing our national interest and security 
(THE NEWS daily, 16 Apri! 1994) 


In our opinion, Mr. Nawaz Sharif’s demand that the PPP 
government clarify its policy 1s meaningless. The PPP 
government's clear expression of Pakistan’s nuclear pro- 
gram is in the joint statement that was issued at the end 
of U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Strobe Talbott’s visit 
to Pakistan. Its text was published in the newspaper. In 
the fourth paragraph of the joint communique tt ts 
stated: “Both governments support efforts to stop the 
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proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the 
missiles used for launching these. In this context, we 
agree to take the initiative in stopping all production of 
destructive weapons and ballistic missiles in South Asia, 
limiting them, and finally stopping their production 
totally.” 


This statement makes clear in unambiguous words that 
the PPP government has agreed in principle with the US 
government to stop Pakistan’s nuclear program in three 
phases. This was a fear which now has become true. It is 
equivalent to selling our national interests based on the 
whole nation’s agreement in the hands of the United 
States. The whole nation should express opposition to it 
in one voice. 


We should ask Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto: In south 
Asia, India has not supported the idea of stopping the 
proliferation of nuclea: weapons and production of mis- 
siles. Thus, why did the government of Pakistan support it, 
and who gave it permission? Did Parliament give her 
[Bhutto] this right? Did she get a mandate from the people 
by holding a referendum? How did she get such a right to 
personally make this decision? How could she unilaterally 
agree, without getting India’s support, that the production 
and proliferation of nuclear missiles will first be capped, 
later limited, and then fully stopped? How did this emerge 
as a national position? If this decision was not made in an 
authoritative national body, then how did the prime min- 
ister get the right to announce such an agreement in a joint 
communique? As the leader of the Parliament of a demo- 
cratic country and as its prime minister, she must get 
permission and approval from Parliament for her decision. 
She is not the queen of a kingdom who can decide the fate 
of her nation by herself. 


The joint communique issued at the end of Mr. Talbott’s 
visit to Pakistan has no legal position, and it was 
announced without any constitutional right. We would 
tell the opposition leaders to understand the importance 
of this crisis properly and to demand that a Parliament 
session be called, and that the Parliament force the 
prime minister to take back this joint communique and 
disassociate herself from this agreement. Otherwise, all 
of the opposition should walk out of Parliament to 
protest against this insult to Parliament, so that the 
government will be forced to retract this wrong state- 
ment and will not make any plans to sign any agreements 
as part of its quiet diplomacy. If the opposition ignores 
the seriousness of this situation, then Pakistan’s nuclear 
program will be sacrificed on the U. S. altar. All political 
parties outside the government should unite to form a 
joint position on it. 


JPRS-NEA-94-034 
29 June 1994 


Educational Standards Seen Falling, Theatening 
Society 
94AS0298C Karachi JANG in Urdu 18 May 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Falling Educational Standards and Senate 
Chairman’s Warning”’] 


[Text] Expressing concern over the falling educational 
standards and unrest in educational institutions, Senate 
Chairman Wasim Sajjad said that if the educational 
system is not improved our country’s existence will be in 
danger. Every concerned citizen would agree with Mr. 
Sajjad’s opinion about the deteriorating educational 
system in our country. Our educational system was never 
coordinated with the needs of the nation and we could 
not get rid of the British system of education even after 
independence. The main purpose of that educational 
system was to create office clerks. This system 1s totally 
decayed now because of bribery, nepotism, corruption, 
and political interference in schools. Cheating in exam- 
inations has become the rule. “Cheating mafia’ and 
other control groups have taken over the examination 
centers. Kalishnakovs and political influence are used to 
allow students to openly cheat in examinations. Thus, 
some students pass examinations without learning any- 
thing, and the bright students who really want to learn 
are deprived of their right and feel discouraged. The 
political parties have affected the educational atmo- 
sphere in these institutions very badly. The students 
waste more time in political activities than in learning. 
Many schools are closed because of confrontations 
between student groups. The hands that should carry 
books carry kalishnakov rifles. Thus, we are moving 
towards degeneration very rapidly. The world is 
changing very fast and the speed with which science and 
technology are making progress calls for us to improve 
our educational system. However, because of our admin- 
istrative weakness, dishonesty, and corruption, we are 
moving toward the goal of ignorance. This unfortunate 
situation has deteriorated so badly that mere ceremonial 
talks will not alleviate this problem. All sections of our 
society have to unite and try with full responsibility to 
improve this situation. Otherwise, our paralyzed educa- 
tion system will make Mr. Wasim Sajjad’s fear that our 
national identity and existence is in danger become true. 
Our leaders should understand fully that unless we 
improve our educational system thoroughly, we will 
cannot make an important place for the nation at the 
international level. 
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